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O L L I  S P E C I A L  E V E N T :  N E W T O W N  A L I V E 

NEWTOWN HISTORY MAKERS’  
PANEL DISCUSSION WITH VICKIE OLDHAM  

Community scholar Vickie Oldham presents the “Newtown Alive” 
discussion session filled with examples of the courage, dignity, 
and determination of African-American residents and newcomers 
who arrived in Sarasota, saw work to be done, rolled up their 
sleeves, and began leading community transformation.
 
African-American pioneer Lewis Colson came with a surveying 
team in 1885. Colson drove the stake into the ground at  
Five Points to plat the original town of Sarasota. He became  
a leader in Sarasota’s first black community known as  
Overtown (later renamed the Rosemary District).
 
Oldham discusses the groundbreaking initiative that has 
launched heritage tourism in Newtown and stimulates 
economic redevelopment.
 
Meet several Newtown “history makers” and hear their 
personal stories.  

 

2:30-4 p.m.   •   Wednesday, Feb. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM   
Fee: Free to Gold Members   •   $15 Silver Members/General Admission  
To register, call 941-309-5111  
or visit www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org
Pre-registration suggested. No event refunds.  
Tickets are transferrable. 

Shelia Cassundra Hammond Atkins was born 
in Manatee County but grew up in Newtown. 
Her mother Delma Hammond was a cook for 
Ralph and Ellen Caples and her father, John 
Hammond was a butler. The Hammond family 
lived in the carriage house on the grounds of 

the mansion situated along Sarasota Bay. They traveled back and 
forth to Alabama every six months when the Caples returned home 
for the summer. Atkins attended high school during integration and 
has lived in Sarasota for over six decades. She and her husband, 
former Sarasota Mayor Fredd Atkins are active in the community.   

Lymus Dixon Jr. came of age on what is now 
known as the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens. 
His father Lymus Dixon, Sr. was a chef in 
the U.S. Army and after serving his country 
became a groundskeeper for William and 
Marie Selby for 50 years. During summer 

months, Dixon’s sons tagged along to “help” with the landscaping 
work. More often than not, Lymus ran errands with “Uncle Bill”  
and his childhood friend, Ken Waters. The trio had fun joyriding  
on Sarasota Bay in the family’s boat with their surrogate uncle  
Mr. Selby, the wealthy businessman, as the captain.
  
 

Walter L. Gilbert, III is an “old school” activist.  
At age 8, Gilbert accompanied his mother to 
Newtown community meetings and witnessed 
neighbors and friends of the family articulate their 
vision for African-American residents’ full access 
to Sarasota’s amenities. Gilbert studied and was 

mentored by the late Neil Humphrey Sr., a Newtown entrepreneur, and 
the late John Rivers. Their leadership skills were emulated when the 
regional director of the Pro Football Hall of Fame Academy and private 
investigator become branch president. He participated in a 1979 federal 
lawsuit against the City of Sarasota that changed the way voters elected 
commissioners. Most recently, Gilbert spearheaded the recognition of 
Dr. John W. Chenault, the first African-American physician to receive 
practicing privileges at Sarasota Memorial Hospital.
 

Ken Waters lived with his grandmother, Effie Blue,  
a cook for Christy and Helen Payne at their residence 
adjacent to the Selby property. Waters knows the 
residence, from the front door and bayside rooms 
to the safe space in the basement. The Waters and 
Payne families were like family. 

Vickie Oldham, Moderator


