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OLLI ADVENTURE: NEWTOWN ALIVE TOUR  

12. EDUCATION  
THE GATEWAY TO PROGRESS

3400 North Orange Avenue
Education was a cherished possession of free 

African Americans who were denied the privilege of 
reading and writing by slave owners. In the South, 

opportunities to attend school were scarce. Some 
residents of Overtown who possessed basic literacy 

skills taught children in private homes and churches. 

13. MEDICAL HISTORY OF NEWTOWN & OVERTOWN
1775 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way
For almost a third of Newtown’s 100-year history, the 
African American community supplied most of their own 
medical care using cobwebs, cotton balls, turpentine and 
castor oil as internal and external cure-alls. Midwives helped 
pregnant women to give birth. Later, social clubs, benevolent 

14.ORGANIZATIONS IN NEWTOWN  
& OVERTOWN
Across the street from 2311 Maple Avenue
After the Civil War ended slavery in the South, 
segregationist policies and Jim Crow laws still 
prevented access to healthcare, education and social 
services for African Americans. Newtown residents 
developed self-help groups, such as benevolent 
organizations, mutual aid societies, social clubs and 
secret orders to address issues relating to healthcare, 
education and civil rights. 

15. AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES OF 
NEWTOWN & OVERTOWN
1680 18th Street
The Newtown and Overtown communities were built 
on strong religious foundations. In the 1880s, Baptist, 
Methodist and other Christian denominations 
worshiped together in private homes.  

Emma Edwina Booker changed the education landscape for African Americans 
in Sarasota forever. The Sarasota County NAACP led protests and boycotts so 
that African American students could receive an equal education and access to 
community schools.

organizations and Sarasota County public health nurses 
filled the treatment gap. Dr. John Watson Chenault, a board 
certified orthopedic surgeon was the first African American 
physician to receive practicing privileges at Sarasota 
Memorial Hospital. 

As the population of communities increased, new churches were 
built for each denomination. Bethlehem Baptist Church established 
in 1899 in Overtown, is the first church built by and for African 
American residents of Sarasota.

The first step in your search to find out about how Newtown 
developed and grew is over. A team of experts made the job 

easier. Now, 15 historic markers pay homage to Sarasota’s 
African American pioneers who transformed one of the town’s 

oldest neighborhoods. Meet memorable people.  
Trace their transition to the north side. 

Follow in their footsteps to unforgettable places. 
(Pictured above): Mary Ellen Hughes.

(above): Dr. John W. Chenault.

(above): Bethune Cookman 
College president Mary McLeod 
Bethune and The Charmettes.

(below): 1940s Booker High School graduates.

(above): Bethlehem 
Baptist Church 
service.

Sarasota County markers are packed with 
more information about African American 

history. Plan a visit to: 

• Booker High School  
• Helen Payne Day Nursery
• Lido Beach 
• Woodlawn Cemetery
• Laurel Turpentine Camp 
• Bee Ridge Turpentine Camp   
• Woodmere Lumber Company 

• Rosemary Cemetery
• Downtown Sarasota at Five Points 
• Overtown 
• R. L. Taylor Community Complex
• African American Cultural Resource Center 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
URL: www.newtownalive.org 
EMAIL: info@newtownalive.com
DOWNLOAD OUR APP IN THE APP STORE

Newtown African American
HERITAGE TRAIL

 

WHAT: Bus tour of Newtown’s Historic Markers;  
approx. 2 hours 
WHEN: Friday, Feb. 8  
TIME: 10:30 a.m. depart Temple Beth Sholom parking lot; 
return 12:30 p.m.  
FEE: $55

An African-American pioneer named Lewis Colson, with 
a surveying party, drove the first stake into the ground 
to plat the town of Sarasota in 1885. Black labor built 
the community’s infrastructure, and enterprising people 
of color cleared snake-infested land for developers and 
harvested crops to fuel the local economy. 

Join us for a guided, interactive tour showcasing the 
history of Sarasota’s earliest African-American pioneers 
and one of its oldest neighborhoods. Travel the same 
route they took to integrate the world’s most beautiful 
beaches. Meet unforgettable people with host Vickie 
Oldham and a freedom song leader. Overtown and 
Newtown trailblazers share personal accounts of 
courage, dignity, and determination. 

Guests view brief video clips of oral history interviews 
and receive a heritage trail brochure. There is a 
scheduled stop at Jetson’s Gallery.

An uplifting journey awaits you!


