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PRESENTERS

A G E N D A 

9-9:30 a.m. Sign-in; Coffee / Refreshments, Welcome

9:30-10:15 a.m. Plenary Session: Alex Beavers, Ph.D.

Break  

10:30-11:20 a.m. Breakout Sessions 

11:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m. Breakout Sessions 

12:30-1 p.m. Lunch

1:10-2 p.m. Breakout Sessions 

2:10-3 p.m. Breakout Sessions 

3:10-3:30 p.m. Wrap-up and Evaluations 

T O P I C S 

Cybersecurity Issues...The Threat 

Cybersecurity Issues...Your Personal Solutions 

Best Practices for Windows Users  

iPhone Photography 

Apps for This and for That 

Technology Fusion in Art and Design 

Traveling Made Easy with Technology  

Creating Slideshows and Memory Books 
Using Apple’s Photo Library 

In addition, many topics will provide hands-on 
guidance to make technology an even more useful 
tool in your everyday life. 
 
A fascinating plenary session is followed by 
morning and afternoon breakout sessions on a 
wide range of topics to suit every interest. You  
can choose to attend several topics in the morning, 
and others in the afternoon. Some topics will be 
repeated to ensure that you can take advantage 
of as many choices as possible.

Come prepared to have fun, exchange ideas, and get excited about 

current and future technologies. Hear about the risks and rewards 

of this fast-changing world, and learn how you can both protect 

yourself and benefit from the changes. 

Alex Beavers 

Ronni Loundy 

Didier Bégat 

John Rixse 

Alan Freedman 

Gayle Yaverbaum 
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P L E N A R Y  S E S S I O N 
THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REVOLUTION
Presenter: Alex Beavers. For several years, headlines have barraged us 
with warnings that artificial intelligence (e.g., robotics, automation, data 
analytics, and deep learning) will boost productivity at the expense of 
fewer jobs and a diminished role for human labor. Despite these alarms, 
economic data tells us this isn’t happening. Over the past several years, 
productivity in most developed economies, including the U.S., has either 
grown feebly, remained flat or even declined, while the number of jobs 
continues to grow. This presentation will cover topics including, first, why 
AI has not yet had a major impact on our economy; second, where it likely 
will be in the future; and, third, why we really need it. 

B R E A K O U T  S E S S I O N S 
TOPIC I: CYBERSECURITY ISSUES...THE THREAT 
Presenter: John Rixse. This session will explore the opportunities, 
risks, and challenges to our national security—as well as our individual 
freedoms—from the fact that we now live in a digital world. The nature 
of the threat ranging from nuisance hacking, identity theft, and criminal 
activities, to exploitation of our national, personal, and professional 
dependence on the internet, will be examined from an intelligence 
perspective. The results of these threats can range from financial loss 
to fake news and from political tampering to stirring civil disorder. The 
danger from these threats—and the solutions to combat them—are in 
constant flux and require governmental and individual diligence and 
dedication if the challenges are to be met. 

TOPIC 2: CYBERSECURITY ISSUES...YOUR PERSONAL SOLUTIONS
Presenter: Alan Freedman. What you—the individual—can do to reduce 
your personal exposure to the threats posed by bad actors who use the 
internet and social media to put you at risk. Most people are aware of such 
cyber threats as hacking, spam, and viruses, but there are many other 
ways criminals can invade your privacy, steal your identity, or influence 
your behavior. We will survey the most common risks, and focus on what 
you can do to mitigate them. While no protection is absolute, awareness is 
the most important thing to protect yourself, and this session will provide 
a sensible set of instructions to help put your mind at ease.

TOPIC 3: BEST PRACTICES FOR WINDOWS USERS
Presenter: Didier Bégat. Most PC users know how frustrating it can be 
when their computer freezes or when they get an unwanted toolbar that 
cannot be eliminated. Other annoyances include computers that slow to 
a crawl, fake virus alerts warning of a computer infection, home pages 
that change constantly, and most of all—the dreaded BSOD (blue screen 
of death). But, did you know that most, if not all, these problems can be 
avoided by conducting regular maintenance on your PC and by using 
the tools built into Windows? It’s also important to know best practices 
when browsing the web in order to navigate safely and securely and avoid 
crashing or infecting your PC. In this session, you will learn easy-to-
implement solutions to solve common computer issues, plus tips and tools 
to prevent problems before they happen. 

TOPIC 4: IPHONE PHOTOGRAPHY
Presenter: Alan Freedman. It’s said that the best camera in the world 
is the one you have with you. With your iPhone in your pocket or purse, 
you’ll never miss those once-in-a-lifetime photo opportunities or the 
chance to capture a priceless family or vacation memory. In this session, 
you’ll learn the basics of how to compose and take exceptional photos and 
videos and how to store them on your iPhone for convenient viewing and 
sharing. And, if you’ve been frustrated by looking at a photo and trying to 
figure out when and where you took it (and who hasn’t?), we’ll adjust a 
few simple settings that will forever take the guesswork out of identifying 
those gorgeous vacation spots by automatically locating them on a map, 
complete with the date and time you took them. This session will change 
the way you take photos forever. 

TOPIC 5: APPS FOR THIS AND FOR THAT
Presenters: Gayle Yaverbaum and Ronni Loundy. There are literally 
millions (5 million and counting) of applications (or apps) for you to 
choose from today. With that many options, where do you even start? 
Which apps are must-haves? The good news is we’ve done some of the 
research for you and have chosen apps that are practical, fun, beneficial, 
and that will make your life easier for both Apple and Android users.  
You will learn to use your smartphone to pay for purchases, view stock 
prices, store airline boarding passes, see what’s playing at local movie 
theaters, make restaurant, rental car and hotel reservations, call Uber,  
and much more. Learn where to find and download apps that are sure  
to raise your tech IQ.

TOPIC 6: TECHNOLOGY FUSION IN ART AND DESIGN
Presenter: Alex Beavers. What do open heart surgery and live 
performances of Shakespeare and Star Wars movies have in common? 
They all are now using similar technological tools – tools that are 
transforming the performing and graphic arts worlds. The same 
technological breakthroughs that serve the global digital economy such 
as 3D printing, virtual reality, artificial intelligence, materials science, and 
robotics are at the same time changing how art is converting imagination 
into social impact. This fusion is also changing how the academic world 
is melding the work of artistic and engineering professionals. This 
presentation will be a user-friendly guide and will include video and 
tangible highlights of how this is happening and where it may be going.

TOPIC 7: TRAVELING MADE EASY WITH TECHNOLOGY
Presenter: Ronni Loundy. Whether you are traveling in the United 
States or abroad, challenges arise that can have a negative impact on 
what should otherwise be a stress-free vacation. Fortunately, today’s 
technology can make traveling easier, remove challenges, and add  
value to your trip. During this presentation, we will discuss how using 
technology can make traveling even more pleasant and enriching 
by providing price comparisons, translations, directions, currency 
conversions, local attraction reviews, and a host of other useful ideas.

TOPIC 8: CREATING SLIDESHOWS AND MEMORY BOOKS 
USING APPLE’S PHOTO LIBRARY 
Presenter: Gayle Yaverbaum. Photos of your favorite people, places,  
and events deserve a wider audience. Learn how to create slideshows 
and printed books of your memories using the photo library on your 
iPad or iPhone. During this session, you will learn techniques to organize, 
preserve, and share your photo memories. There are many apps to 
support professional looking photo shows and photo books. Examples  
and instructions will be shown using several popular apps to create  
books, calendars, cards, and more.

Our presenters are OLLI at Ringling College instructors who have 
taught hundreds of students over the years. Instructors’ bios appear 
in the back of the catalog.


