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Like many of you, I was dedicated to my career before retiring. I ran my own business for decades making lots of 
friends and business acquaintances. Retirement meant that many of those relationships faded away. 

Also, like many of you, early in retirement, my wife, Susan, and I split our time between Sarasota and our home 
in the north. We became familiar with lifelong learning through friends and neighbors and soon found ourselves 
spending more and more time in Sarasota taking classes, learning, and socializing. We also found that much of our 
time outside the classroom was filled with those we had met in lifelong learning circles and soon it became a very 
important part of our life.   

When we made the decision to move to Sarasota full time, we also made the decision to be all-in as community 
members of not only the city but of lifelong learning. We sought opportunities to engage more fully in our new 
communities. Susan has volunteered at Sarasota schools. We both volunteer with the court system and with  
OLLI at Ringling College.  

We volunteer at OLLI because we have found great satisfaction in helping an organization that means so much to 
so many and that was built by people just like us—people who are retired and yet wanted to continue to learn and 
meet new people like we had been doing in our careers.  

Like many of you, we also realized one way we could lead lives that were fulfilling was to help an organization that 
respected where we had come from, the knowledge we had to share, and needed our expertise. We needed the 
program and the program needed us—in business matters, coordinating events, greeting students on the first day 
of classes, arranging flowers for an event, and other ways. All of these tasks needed to be done in order to support 
the program and the community of learners seeking services at OLLI.  

We have found that giving back has been a boon to us in many ways. We have developed a sense of purpose in 
retirement by sharing our skills and dedicating ourselves to the success of the program, and in doing so, we have 
made friends that make our lives richer every day.  
 
OLLI is a volunteer-driven organization. I hope that you will consider volunteering; it needs you and your expertise. 

There is a myriad of volunteer opportunities available. For information, call 941-309-5116 and speak with Rhonda 
Stapleton, our new Membership and Community Education Coordinator. 

I look forward to seeing you soon.

Respectfully,

Sam Samelson
Advisory Council Chairperson
  

Stay Curious.   Stay Connected.

VOLUNTEERING: IT’S THE GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING
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INDEX           

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling College is a division of Ringling College of Art and Design. OLLI at Ringling College operates year-round and is supported 
through student registrations and private contributions. OLLI courses are non-credit and primarily based on a liberal arts curriculum. There are no grades and no tests; courses are 
offered purely for the joy of learning. Students may attend classes at any of our locations, participate in OLLI Talks, Einstein’s Circle discussion groups, and attend lectures and special 
events. Tuition varies depending upon course length.

ONLINE: www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org 
PHONE: 941-309-5111
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Understanding the Impacts of Atmospheric Pollution
Flat, Humid, and Hurricanes—Let’s Move to Florida
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COURSES: WRITING
Memoir Writing Plus
Writers’ Workshop
Improve your Writing with Feng Shui
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Donor Thank You

INDEX
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Drama and 
Live Music 

Destination!

ManateePerformingArtsCenter.com
502 Third Avenue W | Bradenton

Box Office (941) 748-5875Ph
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A C A D E M I C  M I S S I O N   |   C O U R S E  L O C AT I O N S   |   A C A D E M I C  C A L E N D A R   |   A D V I S O R Y  C O U N C I L

COURSE LOCATIONS

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM 
1050 S. Tuttle Ave. Building #1
Sarasota, FL 34237

THE CENTER OF ANNA MARIA ISLAND 
407 Magnolia Ave.
Anna Maria, FL 34216

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF 
FLORIDA, LAKEWOOD RANCH) 
7131 Professional Parkway E.
Sarasota, FL 34240

WESTMINSTER POINT PLEASANT  
(formerly Westminster Towers & Shores) 
1533 4th Ave. W.
Bradenton, FL 34205

ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2019-2020   
Many classes have later start dates. 
Check the catalog for your favorite class! 

OLLI ADVENTURES

SPRING 2019: MARCH 11-MAY 3

SUMMER 2019: MAY 6-MAY 31

FALL 2019: SEPTEMBER 30-NOVEMBER 22

WINTER 2020: JANUARY 13-MARCH 6

An educational travel program that promotes and provides learning opportunities through local, state, and international trips. Students participating in 
any OLLI Adventures must sign the Ringling College of Art and Design Travel/Activity Release Agreement. To view the Activity Release Agreement, go to 
www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org.  Click on OLLI Adventures and download the form.

ADVISORY COUNCIL  

OLLI STAFF  

Sam Samelson - Council Chairman - Development/Nominating

Phillip Buck - Curriculum

Janis Cohen - Vice Chairwoman/Membership/Nominating

Julie Cotton - Strategic Program Planning/Co-Chairwoman

Victoria Eckl - Membership

Holly Freedman - Curriculum Committee Chairwoman

Louise Gallagher - Strategic Program Planning/Co-Chairwoman

Al Goldis - Strategic Program Planning

Bev Harms - Development

Susan Samelson - Curriculum/Development Chairwoman

Charlie Stryker - Volunteerism

Jack Sukin - Development

Joanne Swick - Secretary/Volunteerism

Janna Overstreet, Director             
joverstr@ringling.edu           

Sheila Reed, Project Coordinator 
sreed@ringling.edu

Debby Sharp, Registration and Operations Assistant
dsharp@ringling.edu 

Rhonda Stapleton, Membership and Community Education Coordinator
rstaplet@ringling.edu

Melinda Whitson, Records and Accounts Specialist
mwhitson@ringling.edu

OLLI AT RINGLING COLLEGE MISSION 

The mission of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Ringling College is to enrich the lives of mature adults 
in Sarasota and Manatee counties by providing affordable and outstanding educational programs and social 
interaction that cover a broad spectrum of topics and are rich in intellectual stimulation, often interactive in 
scope, and worthy of academic consideration.
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M E M B E R S H I P   |   S H A R E D  I N T E R E S T  G R O U P S  ( S I G S )

   

HOW DO I JOIN A SIG?

• Be an OLLI Gold Member. 
• Email the SIG Facilitator if you have questions.
• Attend meetings scheduled by the Facilitator.

HOW DO I START A SIG?

• Be an OLLI Gold Member. 
• Complete a SIG proposal form, available at the OLLI office  

or via email request.
• Return completed form to the OLLI office.
• For SIG ideas or information, contact Rhonda Stapleton  

at 941-309-5116 or rstaplet@ringling.edu

CURRENT EVENTS/WORLD AFFAIRS 
Facilitator: Jay Rixse, jrixse@earthlink.net
Meets 3-4:30 p.m. on the first and third Tuesdays  
of the month at Temple Beth Sholom.

MAD ABOUT CRAFTS (MACS) 
Facilitator: Beth Grindal, bethgrindal@gmail.com
Meets 3 p.m. on the third Thursday of the month  
at Temple Beth Sholom. Resumes January 2019.  

MAH JONGG 
Facilitator: Ellie Davidson, cityfolks@aol.com 
Meets 3-5:15 p.m. every Tuesday. Contact the Facilitator 
for location details. 

THRIFT SHOPPING GROUP
Meets 10 a.m.-1 p.m. the second Saturday of the month
Facilitators: Janna Overstreet, joverstr@ringling.edu 
and Andrea Nierenberg, andrea@nierenberggroup.com
An opportunity to meet new friends as we shop.  
Over lunch, we’ll share our discoveries.

MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

SILVER (No annual membership fee required)
• Access to over 300 liberal arts, humanities, and 

technology courses, and lectures
• Course catalog delivered to your home
• Free parking
• Rewarding volunteer opportunities
• Connection to the academic and cultural resources  

of Ringling College of Art + Design, including access  
to the campus library and campus galleries

GOLD (Annual membership fee of $75) 
• Includes all the benefits of Silver Membership,   

PLUS:
• Early registration privileges
• 10% tuition discount on courses and other  

educational offerings
• 3 free lectures per academic year
• Leadership opportunities
• Access to Shared Interest Groups (SIGs)
• An invitation to Gold Member-only 

Appreciation Celebration
• Free docent-led tours of Ringling College  

campus galleries
• OLLI instructor-led tours of Ringling College galleries
• Invitation to free campus presentations from national 

leaders in Art and Design
• Invitation to Avant-Garde award celebration  

at Ringling College

SIGS: SHARED INTEREST GROUPS 
A Shared Interest Group (SIG) brings together members who focus on a certain area of interest and enjoy social interaction. You must be an OLLI Gold 
Member to participate in a SIG. Each SIG is led by a group member known as the Facilitator. Joining a SIG is a great way to make new friends and 
socialize with people who have interests similar to your own. Once you have a Gold Membership, there is no fee to join a SIG.

MEMBERSHIP 

WHO IS A MEMBER?

Membership means something different everywhere you 
go. So what does it mean to be a member of OLLI? Simply 
put, it means you’re a part of our community of ambitious, 
intellectual lifelong learners. As soon as you join a class, 
you’re officially a Silver Member. Those who want to take 
their involvement a bit deeper can choose to become  
Gold Members.

Either level you choose, you will become a part of a 
nationally recognized lifelong learning institution dedicated 
to enhancing your learning experience, stimulating your 
intellect, and connecting you with a unique community of 
adults. Your life will be enriched by special friendships and 
extraordinary learning adventures.
 
Simply log on to our website at  
www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org/join

Click “Quick Links;” then click “Become a Gold Member.” 
You can also call 941-309-5111 to join over the phone; or if 
you prefer, indicate your desire to become a Gold Member 
on the Mail-In Registration Form.
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G A L L E R Y  E X H I B I T   |   I N F O R M AT I O N  E X P O   |   C A M P U S  T O U R

 

CAMPUS TOUR – RINGLING 
COLLEGE OF ART + DESIGN

Join us for an inspiring tour of Ringling College, where you will 
experience firsthand the creative energy that permeates the campus. 
You will learn about its growth from an initial enrollment of 14 
students to now more than 1,400 emerging artists and designers  
from over 65 countries, enrolled in 13 majors.  
 

TOUR OPTIONS:
10-11:30 a.m.   •   Jan. 23 
10-11:30 a.m.   •   Feb. 13 
10-11:30 a.m.   •   Feb. 27

Admission: Free. Pre-registration required.  
Call 941-309-5111 or go to www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org   
Limited to the first 20 members to register.  

Location: Our docent-led tour begins in front of the Keating Center 
just inside the college entrance. 

Tour activity level: Easy stroll with lots of stops. You will need 
comfortable attire and shoes. 

Parking/Directions: Turn onto Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way from 
Tamiami Trail and take the first right into the long parking lot that 
parallels Tamiami. Guests will take the sidewalk to the right from the 
parking area and go to the college entrance in front of the Keating 
Center. Guests are encouraged to carpool.

INFORMATION EXPO

HELP US – HELP YOU 

Do you have ideas for making OLLI at Ringling College even better?  
Do you have skills and expertise you would like to share with OLLI?  
We need your help to grow. 

Stop by the tables during the Information Expo  

8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.   •   Jan. 14-17; Jan. 28-31 

to learn more about how you can make a difference in your lifelong 
learning program by volunteering. 

We’ll have information on our new membership levels and Shared 
Interest Groups (SIGs), as well as a list of volunteer opportunities.  
You might even win a prize for just stopping by.

GALLERY EXHIBIT 

We will explore a “Decade of Glass” as part of the Richard and Barbara Basch 
Gallery’s “10th Anniversary: Then and Now” exhibition. The exhibition features 
extraordinary examples of previously exhibited work from the Basch Collection 
as well as new acquisitions and a few surprises. The Basch Collection of nearly 
300 items includes work by iconic masters of the glass medium including: Martin 
Blank, Lucio Bubacco, Dale Chihuly, Dan Dailey, Laura Donefer, Richard Jolley, 
Jon Kuhn, William Morris, Charles Miner, Leah Wingfield, and many others.
 

TOUR OPTIONS:  
10:30 a.m.–12 p.m   •   Jan. 25 
10:30 a.m.–12 p.m   •   Feb. 8

Admission: Free. Pre-registration required. Call 941-309-5111  
or go to www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org 

Location: Our docent-led tour will meet in the foyer of the Larry R. Thompson 
Academic Center (on the southern tip of campus, 2363 Old Bradenton Rd).

Parking/Directions: Turn onto Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way from Tamiami  
Trail and take the first right into the long parking lot that parallels Tamiami. 
Guests will take the sidewalk to the right from the parking area at Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Way. Photo collage courtesy of Ringling College Galleries
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L E C T U R E  &  L U N C H

GOLD MEMBERSHIP WINTER SPECIAL 

LECTURE & LUNCH SERIES WITH CHEF ROBERT GAGLIO 

SICILY—ERUPTING WITH CULTURE
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.   •   Friday, Jan. 18  
RAMADA BY WYNDHAM VENICE HOTEL VENEZIA
425 U.S. 41 BYPASS N, VENICE, FL 34285 

Presenter: Robert Gaglio
Fee: $59 (Includes a lecture, lunch, and live entertainment. Cash bar available for wine or beer). 
No refunds. Tickets are transferrable.  

Most people who travel to Italy do not visit Sicily—the largest Mediterranean island just off the “toe” 
of Italy’s boot. Sicily’s multicultural heritage reflects a land settled and conquered by almost a dozen 
civilizations and countries over the 3,000-year history. This presentation will dig deep into the culture 
and food history of this mystical island. We will discuss its most popular sites, architecture, art, and of 
course, its amazing food.  
 
There will also be a live musical performance of popular Italian songs.

PALERMO—MARKETS, STREET FOOD, AND MARIONETTES 
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.   •   Friday,  Feb. 1 
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM
1050 S. TUTTLE AVE., BLDG. # 1 ROOM 13 

Presenter: Robert Gaglio
Fee: $59 (Includes a lecture, lunch, and live entertainment. No refunds. Tickets are transferrable.  

Palermo’s famous outdoor market tradition dates back to the 19th century. The markets are filled with 
all kinds of treasures that add to the depth of the city’s history. Palermo’s street foods are renown and 
are consistently ranked among the best in the world! Palermo is known for the age-old tradition of the 
Puppet Theatre (Opera dei Pupi). In 2011, UNESCO declared the Opera dei Pupi part of the “oral and 
intangible heritage of humanity.”  
 
Get to know Palermo’s past and sample Sicilian street foods; plus, enjoy a live musical performance.

Robert Gaglio spent 25 years in banking 
and wealth management before he 
decided to pursue his passion for Italian 
cooking and his culture. As a result, he 
created Italian Culinary Tours, a specialty 
travel company that creates unique 
culinary tours in the diverse regions of Italy.

Related Travel Information, p. 20

Purchase or Renew a Gold Membership 

for the special rate of $75 

between Nov. 9, 2018-Jan. 15, 2019. 

As a Gold Member, you get:
• Early registration privileges (opens Nov 27th for winter) 
• 10% tuition discount on courses 

and other educational offerings
• 3 free lectures per academic year
• Access to Shared Interest Groups (SIGs)
• PLUS an additional $10 savings on membership rate 

for one year (applies to this Winter Special only)

For a full listing of Gold Member benefits, see p 7.

OLLI at Ringling College 

THANKS 

Jennifer Joy Walker 

(volunteer/student) 

for the photographs on 

pages 34, 35, 39, 42, 44, 

46, 49, 50, and 66!

jenniferjoywalker.smugmug.com/Portfolio

LIMITED 
TIME 
ONLY
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O L L I  S P E C I A L  E V E N T :  N E W T O W N  A L I V E 

NEWTOWN HISTORY MAKERS’  
PANEL DISCUSSION WITH VICKIE OLDHAM  

Community scholar Vickie Oldham presents the “Newtown Alive” 
discussion session filled with examples of the courage, dignity, 
and determination of African-American residents and newcomers 
who arrived in Sarasota, saw work to be done, rolled up their 
sleeves, and began leading community transformation.
 
African-American pioneer Lewis Colson came with a surveying 
team in 1885. Colson drove the stake into the ground at  
Five Points to plat the original town of Sarasota. He became  
a leader in Sarasota’s first black community known as  
Overtown (later renamed the Rosemary District).
 
Oldham discusses the groundbreaking initiative that has 
launched heritage tourism in Newtown and stimulates 
economic redevelopment.
 
Meet several Newtown “history makers” and hear their 
personal stories.  

 

2:30-4 p.m.   •   Wednesday, Feb. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM   
Fee: Free to Gold Members   •   $15 Silver Members/General Admission  
To register, call 941-309-5111  
or visit www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org
Pre-registration suggested. No event refunds.  
Tickets are transferrable. 

Shelia Cassundra Hammond Atkins was born 
in Manatee County but grew up in Newtown. 
Her mother Delma Hammond was a cook for 
Ralph and Ellen Caples and her father, John 
Hammond was a butler. The Hammond family 
lived in the carriage house on the grounds of 

the mansion situated along Sarasota Bay. They traveled back and 
forth to Alabama every six months when the Caples returned home 
for the summer. Atkins attended high school during integration and 
has lived in Sarasota for over six decades. She and her husband, 
former Sarasota Mayor Fredd Atkins are active in the community.   

Lymus Dixon Jr. came of age on what is now 
known as the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens. 
His father Lymus Dixon, Sr. was a chef in 
the U.S. Army and after serving his country 
became a groundskeeper for William and 
Marie Selby for 50 years. During summer 

months, Dixon’s sons tagged along to “help” with the landscaping 
work. More often than not, Lymus ran errands with “Uncle Bill”  
and his childhood friend, Ken Waters. The trio had fun joyriding  
on Sarasota Bay in the family’s boat with their surrogate uncle  
Mr. Selby, the wealthy businessman, as the captain.
  
 

Walter L. Gilbert, III is an “old school” activist.  
At age 8, Gilbert accompanied his mother to 
Newtown community meetings and witnessed 
neighbors and friends of the family articulate their 
vision for African-American residents’ full access 
to Sarasota’s amenities. Gilbert studied and was 

mentored by the late Neil Humphrey Sr., a Newtown entrepreneur, and 
the late John Rivers. Their leadership skills were emulated when the 
regional director of the Pro Football Hall of Fame Academy and private 
investigator become branch president. He participated in a 1979 federal 
lawsuit against the City of Sarasota that changed the way voters elected 
commissioners. Most recently, Gilbert spearheaded the recognition of 
Dr. John W. Chenault, the first African-American physician to receive 
practicing privileges at Sarasota Memorial Hospital.
 

Ken Waters lived with his grandmother, Effie Blue,  
a cook for Christy and Helen Payne at their residence 
adjacent to the Selby property. Waters knows the 
residence, from the front door and bayside rooms 
to the safe space in the basement. The Waters and 
Payne families were like family. 

Vickie Oldham, Moderator
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OLLI ADVENTURE: NEWTOWN ALIVE TOUR  

12. EDUCATION  
THE GATEWAY TO PROGRESS

3400 North Orange Avenue
Education was a cherished possession of free 

African Americans who were denied the privilege of 
reading and writing by slave owners. In the South, 

opportunities to attend school were scarce. Some 
residents of Overtown who possessed basic literacy 

skills taught children in private homes and churches. 

13. MEDICAL HISTORY OF NEWTOWN & OVERTOWN
1775 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way
For almost a third of Newtown’s 100-year history, the 
African American community supplied most of their own 
medical care using cobwebs, cotton balls, turpentine and 
castor oil as internal and external cure-alls. Midwives helped 
pregnant women to give birth. Later, social clubs, benevolent 

14.ORGANIZATIONS IN NEWTOWN  
& OVERTOWN
Across the street from 2311 Maple Avenue
After the Civil War ended slavery in the South, 
segregationist policies and Jim Crow laws still 
prevented access to healthcare, education and social 
services for African Americans. Newtown residents 
developed self-help groups, such as benevolent 
organizations, mutual aid societies, social clubs and 
secret orders to address issues relating to healthcare, 
education and civil rights. 

15. AFRICAN AMERICAN CHURCHES OF 
NEWTOWN & OVERTOWN
1680 18th Street
The Newtown and Overtown communities were built 
on strong religious foundations. In the 1880s, Baptist, 
Methodist and other Christian denominations 
worshiped together in private homes.  

Emma Edwina Booker changed the education landscape for African Americans 
in Sarasota forever. The Sarasota County NAACP led protests and boycotts so 
that African American students could receive an equal education and access to 
community schools.

organizations and Sarasota County public health nurses 
filled the treatment gap. Dr. John Watson Chenault, a board 
certified orthopedic surgeon was the first African American 
physician to receive practicing privileges at Sarasota 
Memorial Hospital. 

As the population of communities increased, new churches were 
built for each denomination. Bethlehem Baptist Church established 
in 1899 in Overtown, is the first church built by and for African 
American residents of Sarasota.

The first step in your search to find out about how Newtown 
developed and grew is over. A team of experts made the job 

easier. Now, 15 historic markers pay homage to Sarasota’s 
African American pioneers who transformed one of the town’s 

oldest neighborhoods. Meet memorable people.  
Trace their transition to the north side. 

Follow in their footsteps to unforgettable places. 
(Pictured above): Mary Ellen Hughes.

(above): Dr. John W. Chenault.

(above): Bethune Cookman 
College president Mary McLeod 
Bethune and The Charmettes.

(below): 1940s Booker High School graduates.

(above): Bethlehem 
Baptist Church 
service.

Sarasota County markers are packed with 
more information about African American 

history. Plan a visit to: 

• Booker High School  
• Helen Payne Day Nursery
• Lido Beach 
• Woodlawn Cemetery
• Laurel Turpentine Camp 
• Bee Ridge Turpentine Camp   
• Woodmere Lumber Company 

• Rosemary Cemetery
• Downtown Sarasota at Five Points 
• Overtown 
• R. L. Taylor Community Complex
• African American Cultural Resource Center 

FOR MORE INFORMATION:  
URL: www.newtownalive.org 
EMAIL: info@newtownalive.com
DOWNLOAD OUR APP IN THE APP STORE

Newtown African American
HERITAGE TRAIL

 

WHAT: Bus tour of Newtown’s Historic Markers;  
approx. 2 hours 
WHEN: Friday, Feb. 8  
TIME: 10:30 a.m. depart Temple Beth Sholom parking lot; 
return 12:30 p.m.  
FEE: $55

An African-American pioneer named Lewis Colson, with 
a surveying party, drove the first stake into the ground 
to plat the town of Sarasota in 1885. Black labor built 
the community’s infrastructure, and enterprising people 
of color cleared snake-infested land for developers and 
harvested crops to fuel the local economy. 

Join us for a guided, interactive tour showcasing the 
history of Sarasota’s earliest African-American pioneers 
and one of its oldest neighborhoods. Travel the same 
route they took to integrate the world’s most beautiful 
beaches. Meet unforgettable people with host Vickie 
Oldham and a freedom song leader. Overtown and 
Newtown trailblazers share personal accounts of 
courage, dignity, and determination. 

Guests view brief video clips of oral history interviews 
and receive a heritage trail brochure. There is a 
scheduled stop at Jetson’s Gallery.

An uplifting journey awaits you!
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2:30-4:30 p.m.   •   Tuesdays: Jan. 29 and Feb. 19

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM   
Moderator: Julie Cotton 
Fees per film: $11 Gold Member;  $12 Silver Member and General Admission 

“Dream Big: Engineering Our World” (2017) 42 minutes 

“Planet Ocean” (2012) 90 minutes 

“Billions in Change” (2015) 43 minutes

C O N N E C T I O N S :  F I L M  S E R I E S

JAN. 29 (DOUBLE FEATURE)

FEB. 19 

Julie Cotton, a member of our Advisory 
Council’s Strategic Program Planning Committee, 
is the coordinator and host of this series. 
Julie has a doctorate in Human Development 
and is a former organizational development 
consultant and executive coach. She is an 
aficionado of documentary films and a skilled 
facilitator of group conversations.

CONNECTIONS is an opportunity for OLLI students and others to 
connect to many of today’s pressing global issues via the penetrating 
perspectives of contemporary documentary films. As the series name 
implies, the themes for the films will showcase the CONNECTIONS 
humans have with one another, with our environment, and with other 
species that share our planet. After viewing the film, participants can 
engage in thoughtful discussions and forge deeper learning and social 
connections with one another. 

CONNECTIONS: THE DOCUMENTARY FILM SERIES 
OF OLLI AT RINGLING COLLEGE

Narrated by actor Jeff Bridges, “Dream Big” focuses on 
important technological innovations that propel us into the 
future. The film highlights working engineers from different 
backgrounds, most of them women, and celebrates those who 
build, design, and invent as pioneers who harness the “power 
of imagination in order to enhance the human experience.” 

Entrepreneur Manoj Bhargava unexpectedly became a 
billionaire with the worldwide success of his own concoction 
— a popular 5-hour energy drink. Possessing more money 
than he could ever hope to spend on himself, he set out 
to discover ways in which his wealth could assist him in 
making a meaningful and lasting difference in the world. 

This award-winning documentary takes us on a beautiful 
adventure exploring the relationship between the earth’s 
oceans and the entire planet’s ecosystem. “Planet Ocean” 
illustrates the way in which all life is intrinsically interconnected 
and asserts that the greatest threat to our oceans is humanity. 
It features spectacular aerial and undersea photography 

Filmed in large-screen format for IMAX theaters, “Dream Big” 
showcases gorgeous panoramas of natural and man-made 
wonders and provides intimate snapshots of men and women 
using their wits to achieve amazing feats. The film celebrates  
the creative minds concocting our future and serves as a 
rousing call-to-engineering-arms for future generations.

The inspiring documentary shows the fruits of these efforts. 
The film chronicles the journey to achieving his lofty goals 
starting with the recruitment of an eclectic team of designers, 
inventors, and innovative thinkers. Their collective mission 
is to create simple solutions to the world’s most pressing 
problems within three sectors: power, water, and health.

illustrating the beauty of our planet, while also highlighting 
the dangers that threaten our marine environments. Its 
primary message is to encourage all humans to embrace 
conservation as a shared international responsibility. “Planet 
Ocean” is both a celebration of the earth’s incredible natural 
diversity and a reminder of its inherent fragility.
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Protect Our Defenders  

The Military and the  
#MeToo Movement 
 
MODERATOR: NANCY PARRISH  

Nancy Parrish is the founder and chair, and former CEO of 
Protect Our Defenders, the “Preeminent advocacy group on 
behalf of victims of sexual assault in the military” (The New 
York Times), and founding co-chair of the Northern California 
Chapter of Human Rights Watch. She worked with President 
and Mrs. Carter in support of their international humanitarian 
work at the Carter Center. She is the retired founder and 
managing partner of a southern-based political strategy 
and public relations consulting firm.

EINSTEIN’S CIRCLE
Listen and participate in a discussion of issues on a timely and topical basis.

Wednesdays   •   2:30-4 p.m. 
   
Temple Beth Sholom 
1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Sarasota 
   
$10 Silver Member/Gen. Admission 
$9 OLLI Gold Member 
   
Register online  
or call 941-309-5111

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

941-309-5111  
   

Bev Harms 

 Producer of Einstein’s Circle 

einsteinscircle@gmail.com 
   

www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org

Everyone is invited — OLLI students, 
members of Sarasota and Manatee 
communities, and students of Ringling 
College. There are no educational 
prerequisites to attend. Moderators  
present on a non-biased basis and 
participants are encouraged to arrive  
with an open mind. 
 
Pre-registration suggested. No refunds.
Tickets may be transferred.

January 16   WEDNESDAY 2:30-4 p.m. February 20   WEDNESDAY 2:30-4 p.m. 

Fake News and Its Impact  
on American Society  
 

Use and Abuse Throughout 
America’s History 
 
MODERATOR: ROBERT BRENT TOPLIN  

Robert Brent Toplin is Professor Emeritus at the University 
of North Carolina (Wilmington) and adjunct professor at 
the University of Virginia. He’s the author of 11 books and 
numerous historical articles published in The New York 
Times, The American Historical Review, and The Journal of 
American History, among others. He’s a sought-after historical 
commentator by national television and broadcast radio, 
a principal creator of PBS historical films for television and 
cable networks, and winner of an Organization of American 
Historians award for the best historical film of 1984. 

13
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O L L I  S P E C I A L  E V E N T S

Alan “DJ Al,” Fisher loves playing “the oldies.” He was on the radio for seven 
years, four of those as host of a morning show. After his on-air stint,  

“DJ Al,” worked as a lawyer, judge, and teacher. He’s been a part- 
time DJ at dances, promotions, festivals, and car shows for 

the last 40 years. DJ Al has emceed for Eddy Arnold, 
Johnny Cash, Marty Robbins, and Ray Price and 

interviewed many country music artists 
including George Hamilton IV, Bill 

Anderson, and Loretta Lynn.

NO COSTUME REQUIRED 
…NO PARTNER, EITHER.  
On the flip side, for anyone who 
dresses in costume, there will be 
prizes for “Best Outfit” plus  

“Best Couple’s Spot Dance”  
(think “American Graffiti”),  

and trivia questions.

14

2:30-4 P.M. WEDNESDAY, JAN. 23

DJ AL
It’s 
time 
to dust 
off your white 
bucks, penny 
loafers, and your blue 
suede shoes and join us for 
a trip down memory lane. 
 
This is about history Daddy-O…the 
musical kind when Elvis, The Beatles,  
Sam Cooke, Little Richard, Buddy Holly,  
The Crystals, Frankie Avalon, Neil Sedaka,  
The Bee Gees, and a host of other music  
titans ruled the airwaves. 
 

“DJ Al,” will play hits  
from the ’50s, ’60s, and ’70s 

—the tunes you love  
and remember.  

Come out and enjoy 
OLLI at Ringling College’s first Oldies Dance! 

OLDI ES DANCE PARTY

14

FEE: $15
TO REGISTER, 

CALL  941-309-5111
 

BE THERE OR 
BE SQUARE 

ON 1-23

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM    
SOCIAL HALL 
1050 S. TUTTLE AVE.

Let’s Rock…Let’s Roll

OLLI at Ringling College     |    1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Building #1     |    Sarasota, FL 34237



15www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org    |    941-309-5111    |    OLLI@Ringling.edu

O L L I  A D V E N T U R E S

 OLLI ADVENTURES: JAMES MUSEUM OF WESTERN & WILDLIFE ART,  
ST. PETERSBURG

WHAT: James Museum of Western & Wildlife Art Tour
WHEN: Friday, March 1
TIME: 9:15 a.m. depart Temple Beth Sholom 
parking lot; return: 3 p.m. (approx.) 
FEE: $55 (Lunch not included)
INCLUDES: Transportation and museum admission. 
The fee does not include lunch. Lunch is on your own in 
downtown St. Petersburg. You may also have lunch at  
the Canyon Cafe, which is inside the museum. No event 
refunds. Tickets are transferrable. 
 

The James Museum of Western & Wildlife Art opened in  
St. Petersburg in 2017. The building houses the collections  
of Tom and Mary James. These two dedicated patrons of the 
arts collected works in oil, ink, and stone; works that evoke 
the spirit of a wide-open frontier and the beauty of life in  
the wild. 

Guests will journey through six galleries:  
• The Early West features the oldest paintings in the 

collection, from the 1890s to the 1940s. 

• Native Life tells visual stories of American Indian life  
in the 1800s. 

• Native Artists is dedicated to art by 20th- and 21st-century 
American Indian artists. (The jaw-dropping Jewel Box 
within this gallery celebrates contemporary Native 
American jewelry). 

• The Frontier explores cowboy life and their independent, 
hard-working culture.  

• Wildlife Gallery showcases paintings and sculptures of 
North American mammals and birds, then expands to 
animals from around the globe. 

• The New West Gallery features Western subjects in 
unexpected styles and approaches. Inspired by Pop Art, 
Cubism, and other movements.

Join us for a docent-led tour of the galleries. You’ll have time 
to discover the museum on your own. 

TOUR ACTIVITY LEVEL: Easy. Walking and standing.  
Wear comfortable shoes and clothing.   

Courtesy of James Museum of Western & Wildlife Art  
St Petersburg, FL 



REGISTER TODAY    

W19-94 TECH DAY   
Friday, Feb. 8, 2019   •   9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

1050 S. TUTTLE AVE., SARASOTA

Fee: $109 Silver Member/General Admission; $98 Gold Member  
(Includes continental breakfast and a box lunch)

To register, call 941-309-5111 or go to www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org

T E C H  D AY
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PRESENTERS

A G E N D A 

9-9:30 a.m. Sign-in; Coffee / Refreshments, Welcome

9:30-10:15 a.m. Plenary Session: Alex Beavers, Ph.D.

Break  

10:30-11:20 a.m. Breakout Sessions 

11:30 a.m.-12:20 p.m. Breakout Sessions 

12:30-1 p.m. Lunch

1:10-2 p.m. Breakout Sessions 

2:10-3 p.m. Breakout Sessions 

3:10-3:30 p.m. Wrap-up and Evaluations 

T O P I C S 

Cybersecurity Issues...The Threat 

Cybersecurity Issues...Your Personal Solutions 

Best Practices for Windows Users  

iPhone Photography 

Apps for This and for That 

Technology Fusion in Art and Design 

Traveling Made Easy with Technology  

Creating Slideshows and Memory Books 
Using Apple’s Photo Library 

In addition, many topics will provide hands-on 
guidance to make technology an even more useful 
tool in your everyday life. 
 
A fascinating plenary session is followed by 
morning and afternoon breakout sessions on a 
wide range of topics to suit every interest. You  
can choose to attend several topics in the morning, 
and others in the afternoon. Some topics will be 
repeated to ensure that you can take advantage 
of as many choices as possible.

Come prepared to have fun, exchange ideas, and get excited about 

current and future technologies. Hear about the risks and rewards 

of this fast-changing world, and learn how you can both protect 

yourself and benefit from the changes. 

Alex Beavers 

Ronni Loundy 

Didier Bégat 

John Rixse 

Alan Freedman 

Gayle Yaverbaum 



REGISTER TODAY    

W19-94 TECH DAY   
Friday, Feb. 8, 2019   •   9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

1050 S. TUTTLE AVE., SARASOTA

Fee: $109 Silver Member/General Admission; $98 Gold Member  
(Includes continental breakfast and a box lunch)

T E C H  D AY
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P L E N A R Y  S E S S I O N 
THE ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE REVOLUTION
Presenter: Alex Beavers. For several years, headlines have barraged us 
with warnings that artificial intelligence (e.g., robotics, automation, data 
analytics, and deep learning) will boost productivity at the expense of 
fewer jobs and a diminished role for human labor. Despite these alarms, 
economic data tells us this isn’t happening. Over the past several years, 
productivity in most developed economies, including the U.S., has either 
grown feebly, remained flat or even declined, while the number of jobs 
continues to grow. This presentation will cover topics including, first, why 
AI has not yet had a major impact on our economy; second, where it likely 
will be in the future; and, third, why we really need it. 

B R E A K O U T  S E S S I O N S 
TOPIC I: CYBERSECURITY ISSUES...THE THREAT 
Presenter: John Rixse. This session will explore the opportunities, 
risks, and challenges to our national security—as well as our individual 
freedoms—from the fact that we now live in a digital world. The nature 
of the threat ranging from nuisance hacking, identity theft, and criminal 
activities, to exploitation of our national, personal, and professional 
dependence on the internet, will be examined from an intelligence 
perspective. The results of these threats can range from financial loss 
to fake news and from political tampering to stirring civil disorder. The 
danger from these threats—and the solutions to combat them—are in 
constant flux and require governmental and individual diligence and 
dedication if the challenges are to be met. 

TOPIC 2: CYBERSECURITY ISSUES...YOUR PERSONAL SOLUTIONS
Presenter: Alan Freedman. What you—the individual—can do to reduce 
your personal exposure to the threats posed by bad actors who use the 
internet and social media to put you at risk. Most people are aware of such 
cyber threats as hacking, spam, and viruses, but there are many other 
ways criminals can invade your privacy, steal your identity, or influence 
your behavior. We will survey the most common risks, and focus on what 
you can do to mitigate them. While no protection is absolute, awareness is 
the most important thing to protect yourself, and this session will provide 
a sensible set of instructions to help put your mind at ease.

TOPIC 3: BEST PRACTICES FOR WINDOWS USERS
Presenter: Didier Bégat. Most PC users know how frustrating it can be 
when their computer freezes or when they get an unwanted toolbar that 
cannot be eliminated. Other annoyances include computers that slow to 
a crawl, fake virus alerts warning of a computer infection, home pages 
that change constantly, and most of all—the dreaded BSOD (blue screen 
of death). But, did you know that most, if not all, these problems can be 
avoided by conducting regular maintenance on your PC and by using 
the tools built into Windows? It’s also important to know best practices 
when browsing the web in order to navigate safely and securely and avoid 
crashing or infecting your PC. In this session, you will learn easy-to-
implement solutions to solve common computer issues, plus tips and tools 
to prevent problems before they happen. 

TOPIC 4: IPHONE PHOTOGRAPHY
Presenter: Alan Freedman. It’s said that the best camera in the world 
is the one you have with you. With your iPhone in your pocket or purse, 
you’ll never miss those once-in-a-lifetime photo opportunities or the 
chance to capture a priceless family or vacation memory. In this session, 
you’ll learn the basics of how to compose and take exceptional photos and 
videos and how to store them on your iPhone for convenient viewing and 
sharing. And, if you’ve been frustrated by looking at a photo and trying to 
figure out when and where you took it (and who hasn’t?), we’ll adjust a 
few simple settings that will forever take the guesswork out of identifying 
those gorgeous vacation spots by automatically locating them on a map, 
complete with the date and time you took them. This session will change 
the way you take photos forever. 

TOPIC 5: APPS FOR THIS AND FOR THAT
Presenters: Gayle Yaverbaum and Ronni Loundy. There are literally 
millions (5 million and counting) of applications (or apps) for you to 
choose from today. With that many options, where do you even start? 
Which apps are must-haves? The good news is we’ve done some of the 
research for you and have chosen apps that are practical, fun, beneficial, 
and that will make your life easier for both Apple and Android users.  
You will learn to use your smartphone to pay for purchases, view stock 
prices, store airline boarding passes, see what’s playing at local movie 
theaters, make restaurant, rental car and hotel reservations, call Uber,  
and much more. Learn where to find and download apps that are sure  
to raise your tech IQ.

TOPIC 6: TECHNOLOGY FUSION IN ART AND DESIGN
Presenter: Alex Beavers. What do open heart surgery and live 
performances of Shakespeare and Star Wars movies have in common? 
They all are now using similar technological tools – tools that are 
transforming the performing and graphic arts worlds. The same 
technological breakthroughs that serve the global digital economy such 
as 3D printing, virtual reality, artificial intelligence, materials science, and 
robotics are at the same time changing how art is converting imagination 
into social impact. This fusion is also changing how the academic world 
is melding the work of artistic and engineering professionals. This 
presentation will be a user-friendly guide and will include video and 
tangible highlights of how this is happening and where it may be going.

TOPIC 7: TRAVELING MADE EASY WITH TECHNOLOGY
Presenter: Ronni Loundy. Whether you are traveling in the United 
States or abroad, challenges arise that can have a negative impact on 
what should otherwise be a stress-free vacation. Fortunately, today’s 
technology can make traveling easier, remove challenges, and add  
value to your trip. During this presentation, we will discuss how using 
technology can make traveling even more pleasant and enriching 
by providing price comparisons, translations, directions, currency 
conversions, local attraction reviews, and a host of other useful ideas.

TOPIC 8: CREATING SLIDESHOWS AND MEMORY BOOKS 
USING APPLE’S PHOTO LIBRARY 
Presenter: Gayle Yaverbaum. Photos of your favorite people, places,  
and events deserve a wider audience. Learn how to create slideshows 
and printed books of your memories using the photo library on your 
iPad or iPhone. During this session, you will learn techniques to organize, 
preserve, and share your photo memories. There are many apps to 
support professional looking photo shows and photo books. Examples  
and instructions will be shown using several popular apps to create  
books, calendars, cards, and more.

Our presenters are OLLI at Ringling College instructors who have 
taught hundreds of students over the years. Instructors’ bios appear 
in the back of the catalog.
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O L L I  AT  A  G L A N C E   |   D I S H I N G  W I T H  T H E  D I R E C T O R

OLLI: AT A GLANCE  
The mission of Osher Lifelong Learning at Ringling College is to enrich the lives of mature adults in Sarasota 
and Manatee counties by providing affordable and outstanding educational programs and social interaction 
that cover a broad spectrum of topics and are rich in intellectual stimulation, often interactive in scope, and 
worthy of academic consideration. 

OLLI Staff 
Janna Overstreet, Director  •  309-5113; joverstr@ringling.edu 
Sheila Reed, Project Coordinator  •  309-5115; sreed@ringling.edu 
Debby Sharp, Operations Assistant  •  309-5111; dsharp@ringling.edu 
Rhonda Stapleton, Membership  •  309-5116; rstaplet@ringling.edu 
Melinda Whitson, Accounts Specialist  •  309-5114; mwhitson@ringling.edu

TUITION/FEES 
• Course tuition ranges from $30 to $109. 
• OLLI Talks and Einstein’s Circle: $9 Gold Members;  
   $10 Silver Members and General Admission 
• Lecture: $15 Silver Members and General Admission; 
   free to Gold Members. 
• OLLI accepts: cash, checks, or Visa, Mastercard,        
   and American Express. 
 

REFUND POLICY

• If you drop a course less than 48 hours after the first scheduled class   
   session, you will receive a refund minus a $15 administrative fee.

• If you drop a course more than 48 hours after the first scheduled class 
   session, you forfeit your entire tuition.

• There are no refunds for OLLI Talks, Einstein’s Circle, Lectures,  
   Gold membership, Workshops, Special Events, or OLLI Adventures. 

ADMINISTRATION
Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Ave. Bldg. #1, Sarasota, FL 34237
Phone: 941-309-5111
Office Hours: 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Friday
Website: www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org 
Email: OLLI@ringling.edu 
Volunteering: OLLIvolunteer@ringling.edu 

ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2019-2020
Spring 2019: March 11-May 3
Summer 2019: May 6-May 31
Fall 2019: September 30-November 22
Winter 2020: January 13-March 6 

GOLD MEMBERSHIP

Fee: $75 per person, per year 

Benefits: Early registration privileges, 10% discount on all courses,  
OLLI Talks, and Einstein’s Circle; lectures are free to Gold Members. 
Participation in Shared Interest Groups (SIGs) and invitation to  
Gold Member-only Appreciation Celebration. No refunds on  
Gold membership. 



“Oh, The Places We’ll Go!” 
Lose Yourself in An Adventure

OLLI at Ringling College presents 5 Great Getaways

SICILY — ERUPTING WITH CULTURE  
June 22-29, 2019

THE COLORS OF CUBA TOUR
December 2-10, 2019

35TH ANNUAL HAVANA JAZZ FESTIVAL
January 14-20, 2020 

TREASURES OF MOROCCO  
April-May 2020 

Special
TRAVEL
Section 
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S P E C I A L  T R AV E L  S E C T I O N :  S I C I LY

OLLI ADVENTURES: SICILY, JUNE 22-29, 2019

PROGRAM INCLUSIONS:  
• Standard Room: $3,900 per person (double occupancy required); 

standard single supplement $850*
• Premium Villa Suite: $4,350 per person (double occupancy required); 

premium single supplement $1,250*
• All ground transportation in air-conditioned bus 

(transfer to and from Catania)
• Seven nights at the Villas of Imbastita www.casaimbastita.it 
• Seven breakfasts
• Seven chef-prepared dinners
• Villa party with live entertainment
• Admission to all sites and parks on the itinerary
• Bilingual Italian tour guide
• Experienced tour leader traveling with the group
• Orientation program at the villa  

NOT INCLUDED: 
• Roundtrip airfare to Catania (approx. $1,500). 

Airfare tickets must be purchased individually.                           
• One wine tour lunch and five tour day lunches
• Optional free-day services or excursions  
• Tips for drivers, Italian tour guide, and servers
• Gratuities for luggage handlers and hotel staff
• Pre- and post-travel planning expenses

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling College presents 

SICILY — ERUPTING WITH CULTURE TOUR

TOUR DATES 
June 22-29, 2019 
 
PROGRAM COST
$3,900 per person standard double; 
$850* standard single  
$4,350 per person premium double; 
$1,250* premium single 

OVERVIEW: Join Italian Culinary Tours (ICT) for an eight-day magical adventure to Sicily — the region of Italy with the most UNESCO World Heritage sites. 
Our mission is to introduce our guests to the cuisine and culture of Sicily which is more complex, thanks to contributions from its multi-ethnic makeup. We 
have planned experiences that will give guests a deep understanding of the diverse fabric of this beautiful and exciting island!

Each morning starts at a relaxing pace with breakfast at the villa before the tours and activities begin. Each night personal chefs will prepare a dinner that 
characterizes the soul of the villa and of Sicilian cuisine — elegantly served under the Mediterranean sky. 

Guests will relax in the Sicilian countryside at the charming Villas of Imbastita. Premium villa suites are located in the Casa Imbastita, a rural house carefully 
restored with private one and two bedrooms. Standard rooms are located in Villa La Fornace, designed to ensure the privacy of individual guests and 
facilitate the meeting and sharing in common living areas.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION - FEB. 15, 2019

PAYMENT OPTIONS  
Check, credit card, or 3.9% PayPal processing fee.

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT DUE DATES 
1st deposit: 50% (per person) due at booking  
(signing of tour agreement)
Final payment: 50% (per person) due 90 days before tour date  
start. Trip interruption and cancellation insurance available for 
additional purchase.

CANCELLATION POLICY (Fees Apply): 
90 or more days: $250, plus the costs of any non-refundable hotel or ground 
transportation tickets already purchased by ICT for the guest. 
89 – 60 days: $150, plus 75% of guest’s share of total tour cost, plus the costs 
of any nonrefundable hotel or ground transportation tickets already purchased 
by ICT for the guest and not covered by the other cancellation charges. 
59 – 1 day: 100% of guest’s share of total tour cost.

ALL CANCELLATIONS MUST BE IN WRITING: Send via email to  
contact@italianculinarytour.com or mail to

Italian Culinary Tours, Attn: Robert Gaglio
P.O. Box 374, Anna Maria, FL 34216  

Cancellations become effective on the date received by Italian Culinary Tours.

INFORMATION SESSION WITH ROBERT GAGLIO
DATE: Tuesday, Jan. 29
TIME: 2:30-3:30 p.m.   •   1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Bldg., #1
To register for the free session, call 941-309-5111 

ROBERT GAGLIO, GUEST FACULTY  
Robert Gaglio spent 25 years in banking and wealth management before he 
decided to pursue his passion for Italian cooking and his culture. As a result,  
he created Italian Culinary Tours, a specialty travel company that creates unique 
culinary tours in the diverse regions of Italy. Over the years, Chef Robert has 
traveled to various Italian regions to discover true Italian cooking and has 
researched the rich culinary history of Italy to share through his cooking with clients 
and guests. Chef Robert’s innovative events company called Ciao Bella Productions 
specializes in thespian dining experiences served and performed in your home.

*Note: There are a limited number of single supplements available. All reservations are subject to availability. Rates are subject to change until reservations are booked and confirmed.
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DAY 1: ARRIVE IN SCICLI 
Transfer by private transportation to Casa Imbastita, an old farmhouse with 
splendid panoramic views of the city, the sea, and hillsides where almond, 
olive, and carob trees surround the property. 

Relax before enjoying dinner at the villa. 

DAY 2: DAY TRIP TO MODICA 
Modica is custodian to a 400-year-old tradition of Sicilian chocolate-making. 
A guided tour of Modica includes a visit to Antica Dolceria Bonajuto 
(chocolate factory) for a demonstration in chocolate making followed  
by a stop to the Museo del Cioccolato. Lunch will be on your own at a  
local restaurant.  

After lunch, we transfer to Ragusa Ibla. This sloping area of tangled 
alleyways, grey stone houses, and Baroque palazzi on handsome squares is 
effectively Ragusa’s historic center. 

DAY 3: WINERY TOURS  
We journey to the countryside to take in a few of southern Sicily’s  
finest wineries. Our first stop is to COS Vittoria where we sample  
Cerasuolo di Vittoria.

The next stop is to Gulfi to sample its award-winning organic wines;  
followed by lunch at Locanda Gulfi where guests will experience a  
journey through the flavors of Sicily. 

DAY 4: TOUR OF SYRACUSE  
More than any other city, Syracuse encapsulates Sicily’s timeless beauty. 
Ancient Greek ruins rise out of lush citrus orchards, café tables spill onto 
dazzling Baroque piazzas, and honey-hued medieval lanes lead down  
to the sparkling blue sea. 

Other stops include Parco Archeologico della Neapolis, one of Sicily’s 
greatest archaeological sites, and Ortygia the city’s most beautiful corner, a 
casually chic, eclectic marvel with an ever-growing legion of fans. Lunch on 
your own. 

After lunch comes a guided tour of Noto, an architectural supermodel, so 
gorgeous you might mistake it for a film set. The town is home to one of 
Sicily’s most beautiful historic centers. The pièce de résistance is Corso 
Vittorio Emanuele, an elegant walkway flanked by thrilling baroque palazzi 
and churches. 

DAY 5: LEISURE TIME/TOUR OF SCICLI 
After breakfast, choose one of these options: 
• 8-10 a.m. On-site massage/bodywork. Price will be around 65 euro  

per person.
• 10 a.m. Cooking class with Robert Gaglio and a local chef. 

Later we gather for a guided tour of Scicli, the smallest and most  
laid-back of the region’s four main Baroque cities. Its main street is a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, and its unobtrusive Palazzo Beneventano 
was described by British art historian (and spy) Anthony Blunt as  
“Sicily’s most beautiful Baroque palace;” it certainly has some of the  
most bizarre gargoyles. Lunch will be on your own at a local restaurant.

Return to the villa; enjoy refreshments and a walk on the beach.

DAY 6: TOUR GLI AROMI 
Gli Aromi herbs and spice samples provided.

Lunch at Sgarlata, a local organic farm and cheese producer,  
where we will see how ricotta cheese is produced. Leisure time  
to relax before dinner. 

Wind down and enjoy a beautiful multi-course dinner under  
the stars while listening to and dancing to live entertainment.
 
DAY 7: FREE DAY (CHOOSE AN ACTIVITY/TOUR) 
• Villa Romana del Casale, Piazza Armerina: The Villa Romana del Casale 
was built in the first quarter of the 4th century. It contains the richest, 
largest, and most complex collection of Roman mosaics in the world and 
has been designated as one of 49 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Italy. 
Private driver and tour guide. 

• Catania: Catania has had a long and eventful history, having been 
founded in the 8th century BC. The city has a rich culture and history, 
hosting many museums, restaurants, churches, parks, and theatres. 
Catania is well known for its street food. Private driver and tour guide. 

• Hiking, horseback riding, or a beach excursion.
• Attend a traditional Sicilian cooking class.
• On-site massage/bodywork. 

Leisure time to relax before dinner. 

DAY 8: FAREWELL 
Check out. Breakfast provided at the villa.
Enjoy your private transfer from Scicli to Catania.

ITINERARY
 

A relaxing view from the Villas of Imbastita.          Chefs prepare dinner nightly.              Archaeological site in Syracuse.
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S P E C I A L  T R AV E L  S E C T I O N :  C U B A  C O L O R S

OLLI ADVENTURES: CUBA, DECEMBER 2-10, 2019

PROGRAM INCLUSIONS:  
• $5,699* per person in twin / double sharing accommodation;  

single supplement: $699.*
• Roundtrip flights from Tampa to Havana  

via scheduled carrier including all taxes and fees 
• U.S. Treasury Department, OFAC license certification,  

and authorization letter
• Cuba entrance visa and departure tax 
• All land transportation, transfers, and porterage in Cuba 
• One night in a first-class hotel in Tampa 
• Seven nights’ superior first-class hotel accommodations in Cuba 
• 14 meals: Seven breakfasts, five lunches, and two dinners 

• Comprehensive educational exchange program,  
including entrance fees 

• Professional, English-speaking local guide, who will facilitate the 
educational exchanges with Cubans 

• Health insurance in Cuba (mandatory)
• Specially prepared study guide  

NOT INCLUDED: 
• Passports 
• Personal Items
• Items not mentioned above 
• Tips for drivers, guides, or hotel staff 
• Optional (recommended) comprehensive travel insurance $167- $326 

OVERVIEW: You will be captivated and delighted by all the aspects of Cuba during this engaging and comprehensive 
tour. From the picturesque Spanish Colonial towns of Sancti Spiritus, Santa Clara, and Trinidad to the bustling city of 
Havana, Cuba’s political and cultural center. 

Cuba’s culture is rich with contributions from its indigenous African and European roots. But above all, the people 
of Cuba are the island’s greatest asset. This program will introduce you to the Cuban people and provide ample 
opportunities to interact with them in meaningful and rewarding ways.

RESERVATIONS & DEPOSITS 
A deposit of $600 per person is required when placing reservations.  

PAYMENT DUE DATES
• All online reservations may be completed at any time UP TO Aug. 2  
• Final payment deadline: Sept. 17  

CANCELLATION POLICY 
All cancellations must be made in writing. Cancellation fees vary by 
package. Cancellation fees may change at any time, and your booking is 
subject to the fee schedule in effect at the time of booking. 

You are liable for the cancellation fees listed or any deposit(s) already 
paid, whichever is greater. However, cancellation fees shall not exceed the 
total price of your package. If you have already made payments in excess 
of your cancellation fee, we will refund you the difference.

CANCELLATION POLICY (per person fees)
• 120+ days prior to departure  $600
• 119–90 days prior to departure $1,000
• 89–76 days prior to departure  $1,500
• 75–46 days prior to departure  $1,700
• 45–0 days prior to departure  No refund

*Note: This is a quotation only based on estimated rates. All reservations are subject to availability, and rates are subject to change until reservations are 
booked and confirmed. 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling College presents 

THE COLORS OF CUBA TOUR 2019

TOUR DATES 
December 2-10, 2019 
 
PROGRAM COST
$5,699* per person; double   
$699* per person added; single
Price includes roundtrip airfare  

DR. STEVEN DERFLER, GUEST FACULTY  
Steven Derfler is a retired university professor who teaches both courses 
and innovative daylong workshops at OLLI at Ringling College. This is his 
eighth journey to Cuba since the island was opened for “people to people” 
visits in 2011.

For more information, call Friendly Planet 800-555-5764 Ext. 203. 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION - AUG. 2, 2019
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DAY 1: TAMPA 
Attend an introductory briefing at the Tampa Marriott to get acquainted 
with your fellow travelers, review your documents, and complete the final 
paperwork for travel. 

DAY 2: TAMPA • HAVANA
Transfer to Tampa International Airport to board your non-stop flight to 
Havana. Arrive at the José Marti International Airport where you will be 
welcomed by your Cuban guide, then board your air-conditioned coach 
to your first destination–Plaza de la Revolucion. Next stop is the colorful 
Callejon de Hamel, one of the shortest and most interesting streets in 
Havana. Lunch on your own in Old Havana; join your guide for a walk 
along the cobblestone streets. Check into the Hotel Meliá Cohiba; attend 
an orientation meeting; enjoy a welcome dinner. 

DAY 3: HAVANA • LAS TERRAZAS
Depart for Las Terrazas (in the Artemisa Province), a “must see” in Cuba 
and known worldwide for its magnificent, scenic beauty. Las Terrazas is 
recognized internationally as a Biosphere (73 km west of the capital city 
of Havana). It is an ecotourism reserve set amongst the Sierra del Rosario 
and has been assigned UNESCO status. It has a steady population of 
1,500. Other stops include Café Maria for a sample of the “best coffee in 
the country”; then on to the art studio of Lester Campa. 

Enjoy a Cuban country-style lunch at Casa del Campesino. On the way 
back to Havana, we visit “Fusterlandia,” the home of Jose Fuster, known 
as “The Picasso of the Caribbean.” Free evening. Dinner on your own.  

DAY 4: SANTA CLARA  
Our first stop is the Che Guevara Mausoleum. It houses the remains of 
executed Marxist revolutionary Ernesto “Che” Guevara and 29 of his 
fellow combatants killed in 1967. Lunch at the Los Caneyes Hotel; then to 
a Jewish Community in Santa Clara. Free evening. Dinner on your own. 

DAY 5: SANTA CLARA • SANCTI SPÍRITUS • TRINIDAD
After breakfast, we travel to the charming city of Trinidad. On the way, 
we stop at Sancti Spíritus one of the original seven cities founded in Cuba 
by the Spanish and home to Cuba’s oldest church the Parroquial Mayor. 
Other stops include a train ride to Valle de los Ingenios; Manaca Iznaga; 
and Sancti Spíritus Province, a community built around an 18th-century 
sugar plantation.   

DAY 5: SANTA CLARA • SANCTI SPÍRITUS • TRINIDAD (Con’t)
Lunch in Trinidad followed by a visit to Casa del Alfarero, a pottery 
house where you will have an opportunity to create a piece of your own. 
Continue to Templo de Yemaya to hear Santeria practitioners explain the 
principles of Santeria. Arrive Cienfuegos. Dinner on your own.

DAY 6: SANTA CLARA • CIENFUEGOS • HAVANA 
Cienfuegos is known as the “Pearl of the South.” We explore the town’s 
main square, the Punta Gorda Peninsula, and Teatro Terry. We visit a 
rehearsal of Cantores de Cienfuegos, a youth choir. Enjoy lunch at a local 
restaurant (not included). 

Travel to Havana and check into Hotel Melia Cohiba in Havana.  
Free evening. Dinner on your own.
 
DAY 7: HAVANA 
We begin our day with a visit to a primary school in Old Havana; visit the 
studio of one of Cuba’s talented independent artist’s Eduardo “Choco” 
Roca; learn different techniques of printmaking, sculpture, and other art 
forms from innovative and internationally-acclaimed Cuban artists and 
their teams. Lunch on your own followed by a stop at the Artisan Market, 
where you’ll find handicrafts, posters, and other collectibles. 

We’ll end the afternoon with a visit to Bet Shalom, the Jewish Community 
Center in Cuba. Dinner on your own.
 
DAY 8: HAVANA • ALARMAR • COJIMAR 
Our first stop is to Havana’s famous cigar factories where you will see 
workers rolling cigars by hand. The next stop is to Hemingway’s mansion 
Finca Vigía, (literally meaning “lookout farm”) which includes Pilar his 
famous fishing boat. 

Other stops include Alamar on the outskirts of Havana. Among the 
buildings in Alamar are community gardens, called “Organopónicos,” 
where residents grow fruit, vegetables, and herbs. We have lunch in the 
fishing village of Cojimar, the setting for Hemingway’s “The Old Man and 
the Sea.”   

Farewell dinner at a private restaurant. 

DAY 9: HAVANA • TAMPA 
Breakfast. Transfer to Havana’s Jose Marti International Airport and check-
in for your scheduled flight back to Tampa.  

ITINERARY
 

Las Terrazas is an ecotourism reserve.                  Musicians in the city of Trinidad.                                    Teatro Terry, a performance theatre, in Cienfuegos.
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S P E C I A L  T R AV E L  S E C T I O N :  C U B A  J A Z Z

OLLI ADVENTURES: CUBA, JANUARY 14-20, 2020

PROGRAM INCLUSIONS:  
• Access pass to all Jazz Festival activities
• Ground transportation in air-conditioned vans
• Six nights at a bed and breakfast, with daily breakfast
• Panoramic tour of Havana
• Welcome and farewell dinners and two lunches 
• Admission to all sites on the itinerary
• Tips for museum docents, drivers, and servers are included
• Lecture by Cuban music expert
• Visits to a contemporary dance company
• Guided visits to Las Terrazas and Rancho Vista Hermosa
• Guided walking visit to Old Havana
• Cuba travel guide; plus information about sites to be visited
• Bilingual program leader traveling with the group
• Educational license to travel to Cuba
• Orientation before departure

NOT INCLUDED: 
• $225 (estimate) roundtrip airfare to Havana from Tampa 

on Southwest Airlines
• Airline tickets must be purchased individually;  

(health insurance while in Cuba is included in the airfare).
• $50 Cuban tourist visa. Travelers will be able to buy the Cuban visa 

online before departure or at the Southwest check-in counter at the 
airport on the day of departure

• Cost of four dinners and five lunches
• Tips for bed and breakfast waitstaff and housekeeping staff
• Transportation to bed and breakfast after evening performances 
• Airfare to Tampa, if traveling to Florida from another state
• Overnight accommodations before departure
• Trip interruption and cancellation insurance

OVERVIEW: At the center of our program is Afro-Cuban Jazz, the earliest form of Latin jazz. It mixes Afro-Cuban 
clave-based rhythms with jazz harmonies and techniques of improvisation. Experience the vibrant richness of Cuban 
music at the 35th Annual Havana Jazz Festival.

Latin Jazz (also known as Cuban Jazz) has achieved an important tradition and international recognition thanks to 
prestigious figures in the music world such as Luis Monge, Max Roach, Dizzy Gillespie, Chucho Valdés, and many others. 
With an all-access pass, participants will attend concerts with Cuban musicians and international guests and hear 
presentations from bands, ensembles, and soloists.

In addition to the Jazz Festival experience, the program provides a unique opportunity for participants to learn about 
Cuban architectural restoration, dance, and music. Cuban experts in these areas will share their experiences and each 
day lead tours to restored architectural sites (or those in the process of restoration) and optional evening venues to 
experience Cuban arts. 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION - JULY 1, 2019

PAYMENT OPTIONS  
Credit card or cashier’s check  

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT DUE DATES 
July 1, 2019    Registration Documents Deadline 
   50% (per person) of Program Cost   
December 2, 2019 45 days before departure 
  50% (balance per person) of Program Cost

CANCELLATION POLICY 
Cancellations after registration and before second (2nd) payment:  50% refund 
Cancellations after second (2nd) payment:  No refund

FOR A REGISTRATION PACKET 
Please visit www.CubArtEdu.com “Contact Us” page and provide all required 
Information. As soon as they hear from you, they will email a registration packet 
with required forms and instructions. You can also call at 978-998-0039.

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling College presents 

35TH ANNUAL HAVANA JAZZ FESTIVAL 

TOUR DATES 
January 14-20, 2020 
(Limited to 12 participants) 
 
PROGRAM COST
$3,960 per person; single
$3,610 per person; double 

MARTIN ADAMS 
Martin Adams began his exposure to jazz as a youth in jazz clubs in
Manhattan, playing gigs, and running a jazz radio program during
college. After a career in marketing with Eastman Kodak, he taught
courses in jazz at the Rochester Institute of Technology (NY) and
the Chautauqua Institute (NY).
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DAY 1
Our flight from Tampa to Havana will take one hour. Once in Havana,  
we will be on our way to our bed and breakfast for a luggage drop, 
followed by a panoramic tour of the city and lunch in Old Havana.  
After lunch, we check in at the bed and breakfast and enjoy a  
welcome dinner in the evening. 

DAY 2
We begin with breakfast (provided daily) at our bed and breakfast, 
followed by a lecture with a Cuban music expert. After the lecture, we 
travel to the National Music Museum for a docent-led tour, where we will 
learn about the development of music and the musical instruments in 
Cuba from the 16th century to the present. We will have the opportunity 
to learn Cuban music through its most representative instruments: claves, 
maracas, bongós, and the timbales. Almost all are percussion or serve to 
set the beat and are excellent accompanists of melodic instruments such 
as guitar and violin. 

After lunch, we visit the Lizt Alfonso Dance Company for a private 
presentation. The Company is the precursor and maximum exponent of  
“Fusion” style in Cuban dance. Alfonso founded the company 25 years 
ago and is the creator, director, and choreographer. Fusion style dance 
has been performed by audiences of all ages in hundreds of cities with 
the strength and rhythm of the Cuba that vibrates today. The Company 
works with the Old Havana community providing dance classes to 
1,200 students. 

In the evening, after dinner, we will attend the Jazz Festival opening gala.

DAY 3
After breakfast, we visit Old Havana. Founded in 1519, UNESCO declared 
Old Havana “Universal Patrimony of Humanity.” We will learn about 
Old Havana as a unique urban development project that integrates 
community and economic development with art. An architect-historian 
will lead the group on walking tours to Cathedral Square and  
Arms Square. 

In Cathedral Square, we will visit the Experimental Graphic Workshop 
(printmaking), and in Arms Square, we will visit the Palace of the 
Captains General and the City Museum of Havana. 

Lunch is on your own. 

In the evening, you are free to attend any of the Jazz Festival 
performances taking place in several venues in Havana.

DAY 4
Our day begins with an overview of the architectural restoration efforts 
in the area of Parque Central (Central Park) and includes a walking tour 
of the Manzana Kempinski Hotel and the Capitol Building—jewels of the 
Cuban architectural restoration effort. After the walking tour, we will travel 
to Hotel Nacional for lunch.

The hotel opened in 1930 with eclectic style architecture such as Art Deco, 
Moorish, Neoclassical, and Neocolonial characteristics. Hotel Nacional 
was home for guests such as Johnny Weissmuller, Edward VIII (Prince 
of Wales), Jack Dempsey, Errol Flynn, the Duke of Windsor, Carol II of 
Romania, Mario Moreno (Cantinflas), Tyrone Power, Rita Hayworth,  
Prince Ali Khan, Ernest Hemingway, Fred Astaire, Cesar Romero,  
and Gary Cooper, among others. 

In the evening, you are free to attend any of the Jazz Festival 
performances taking place in several venues in Havana.

DAY 6
For our last day in Cuba, a unique experience awaits you at Rancho Vista 
Hermosa, located 20 minutes from Havana. 

Over the past four years, this diversified organic farm has played a vital 
role in Mediterráneo’s “Farm-to-Table Project,” as the main provider of 
fresh, local ingredients for the restaurant. 

During a tour of the farm, you will learn about their organic methods 
for growing vegetables and breeding animals. Enjoy a beautiful country 
setting while savoring a delicious lunch prepared with fresh ingredients. 

In the evening, to complete the Farm-to-Table Project, we will have our 
farewell dinner at the Mediterráneo restaurant; after dinner, we will  
attend the Jazz Festival’s closing gala.

DAY 7

We enjoy our final breakfast followed by check-out; and later, lunch 
before we travel to José Martí International Airport for departure.

ITINERARY
 

Cuban Jazz is recognized nationally.                                  Lizt Alfonso Dance Company.                                                      Old Havana, the Plaza Vieja.
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S P E C I A L  T R AV E L  S E C T I O N :  M O R O C C O

OLLI ADVENTURES: MOROCCO, APRIL-MAY 2020

OVERVIEW: Morocco is truly at the crossroads of the world. Its location at the northwest tip of Africa absorbs elements 
of European, Sub-Saharan African, and Arab culture. As a result, its culture, history, religion, art and politics is a melange 
that gives Morocco a uniqueness among nations.  

DAY 1:  DEPART NEW YORK 
Travel from the Tampa International Airport to Kennedy International 
Airport; fly overnight, non-stop to Casablanca, Morocco.

DAY 2: CASABLANCA AIRPORT (CASABLANCA CITY)
Prepare for a panoramic tour of Casablanca, the business capital of 
Morocco. Lunch at a seaside restaurant. Hotel: Sheraton Casablanca

DAY 3: CASABLANCA • RABAT
Visit Lycée Maimonide School (a French International Secondary school).  
Depart to Rabat. Tour Mechouar of the Royal Palace, the great Hassan II 
Mosque, Mohamed V Square, and the Kasbah of Oudayas.  
Hotel: Hassan Palace

DAY 4: RABAT • LARACHE • ASILAH • FEZ
Larache and Asilah. Asilah is known for its beaches, shopping and 
architecture. Hotel: Palais Medina

DAY 5: FEZ
A full day of sightseeing in Fez, the most ancient cultural and spiritual city 
of Morocco. Visit the Borj Nord fort for a view of the Merenid Tombs, Abou 
el Hassan Mosque, Saffarine Medersa, Kairouan Mosque, Mausoleum of 
Moulay Idriss, the famous Nejjarine Fountain, and the Jewish Quarters 
known as mellahs.

DAY 6: FEZ • VOLUBILIS • MOULAY IDRISS • MEKNES
Travel to Meknes known as the “Moroccan Versailles.” Tour stops include: 
the Roman Ruin of Volubilis, Dar Jamai Museum (houses jewelry, textiles), 
Bab Mansour (the most preserved gate in Morocco), and the catacombs 
of the Christian prison. 

DAY 7: FEZ • BENI-MELLAL
Travel from Fez to Marrakesh through the Atlas Mountains via Immouzer 
du Kander (known for its cedar trees and French-inspired architecture) 
and Ifrane (known for its alpine-style architecture and nearby ski slopes 
and forests). Continue to Marrakesh.  Hotel: Kenzi Menara Palace

DAY 8: MARRAKESH
Spend the day in Marrakesh, the second oldest imperial city known as  
the “Pearl of the South.” Tour the Jewish quarters, the Saadian tombs, 
Sidi-bel-Abbes Mosque, the Koutoubia Mosque, the Bahia Palace and 
Menara Gardens, and the Majorelle Gardens. 
Visit the souks (the markets) and the Djemaâ El Fna place (a large  
public square and market place with non-stop entertainment).  

DAY 9: CASABLANCA
Leisure day.  Hotel: Kenzi Sidi Maarouf

DAY 10: CASABLANCA • NEW YORK
Transfer from the hotel to Casablanca Airport. Board morning
flight; arrive New York City. Spend the night at the Crowne
Plaza Kennedy International Airport.

DAY 11: RETURN TO TAMPA

ITINERARY
 

 Roman ruins of Volubilis near Fez.

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling College presents 

TREASURES OF MOROCCO   

TOUR DATES 
April-May 2020 
 
PROGRAM COST
Announced in 2019 

DR. STEVEN DERFLER, GUEST FACULTY  
Steven Derfler is a retired university professor who teaches both courses
and innovative daylong workshops at OLLI at Ringling College. This is his
sixth journey to Morocco.
 
For more information, call Friendly Planet 800-555-5764 Ext. 203. 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE ANNOUNCED IN 2019
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OLLI ADVENTURES: NEW YORK TO SOUTHAMPTON, ENGLAND

Our travel consultants, Gary Dickinson and Joyce Campbell 
of Five Star Luxury Cruises, Ltd., have reserved several 
categories of accommodations on the Queen Mary 2, and 
will help you choose your stateroom. To make your crossing 
even more enjoyable, Cunard Lines will offer a credit at one 
of the ship’s alternative dining rooms for each stateroom 
booked by our group.
 
Contact OLLI at Ringling College to make your initial 
reservation, then book your stateroom by contacting:
 
Five Star Luxury Cruises, Ltd.
(941) 955-3022   •   Toll-free (888) 578-2776
cruisestore@aol.com

TRIP INCLUDES

• Passage from New York to Southampton, England on 
the Queen Mary 2

• Transfers from ship to hotel and hotel to airport

• One $70 alternative dining credit per stateroom

• Chartered bus trip to the St. Ermin Hotel  

• A half-day sightseeing tour to two of London’s most 
iconic sights: St Paul’s Cathedral and the Tower of  
London, followed by a relaxing River Thames Cruise 

• One night stay at the St. Ermin Hotel on June 14, 2019

• Final breakfast at the St. Ermin Hotel

RATES BELOW INCLUDE:

Voyage, London transfers, hotel accommodations, and a half-day city tour and Thames River cruise  

Queen Mary 2 Cabin Type & Price*  
Cat BC Glass Balcony  $3,345 double $5,325 single
Cat BU Sheltered Balc - Mid $3,089 double $4,877 single
Cat BV Sheltered Balc - Mid $2,994 double $4,711 single
Cat BY Sheltered Balc - Aft $2,918 double $4,578 single
Cat EF Outside Ocean View $2,747 double $4,279 single
Cat IE Inside Cabin                    $2,405 double $3,680 single  
* All airfare rates are approximate per person and are in addition to the per person rates quoted above for the QM2 package.
  Approximate airfare Tampa to New York $149-$179 (per person) and additional trip cancellation insurance is optional, but strongly recommended.

Payment Schedule 
1st deposit $500  Due at booking (paid to OLLI at Ringling College)
2nd deposit 25% of balance Due 5 days after first deposit 
3rd deposit   25% Nov. 6, 2018
Final payment remaining balance Feb. 12, 2019 
Military Active/Retired will receive a $100 on-board cabin credit

Join us for an information session 

DATE: Tuesday, Jan. 22
TIME: 2:30-3:30 p.m. Room 13 at Temple Beth Sholom, 1050 S. Tuttle Ave. 
To register for the free session, call 941-309-5111. 

Optional
• Farewell dinner on June 14, 2019 

SAIL THE QUEEN MARY 2, JUNE 7-14, 2019

6-DAYS, 7-NIGHTS  
TOUR DATES 
June 7-14, 2019  
June 7: Depart New York 5 p.m. 
June 14: Arrive Southampton 7 a.m.  

S P E C I A L  T R AV E L  S E C T I O N :  C R U I S E
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1:00-2:20

11:00-12:20

9:00-10:20

* Denotes extended time

 COURSES AT TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM  •  1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Building #1, Sarasota
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

W19-01 (p. 36) 
Disrupting Education (6)

W19-19 (p. 53) 
Artificial Intelligence (8)

W19-40 (p. 55) 
Writing with Feng Shui (4)

W19-66 (p. 45) 
Conversational Italian (8)

W19-02 (p. 33) 
Street Photography (7)

W19-20 (p. 36) 
Supreme Court 2018 (5)

W19-41 (p. 51) 
Let’s Move to Florida (8)

W19-67 (p. 55) (9 a.m.- 12 p.m.) 
Writers’ Workshop (8)

W19-03 (p. 36) 
Contentious Issues (7)

W19-21 (p. 39) 
Quiet the Mind (8)

W19-42 (p. 41) 
Human History (8)

W19-68 (p. 42) 
Great Ocean Liners (8)

W19-04 (p. 38) 
Adv. Invest Analysis (7)

W19-22 (p. 33) 
Insiders’ View of the Arts (8)

W19-43 (p. 55) 
Cultural Differences (8)

W19-69 (p. 52) 
Climate Change (7)

W19-05 (p. 48) (9-10:45 a.m.) 
War & Music (4)

W19-23 (p. 46) 
Boccaccio’s Decameron (6)

W19-44 (p. 34) 
Masters Choreography (6)

W19-70 (p. 49) 
Listening to Jazz (6)

W19-24 (p. 39) 
Perspectives on End of Life (8)

W19-45 (p. 40) 
Rebalancing & Refocusing (4)

W19-71 (p.34) 
Liszt and Chopin (2)

W19-25 (p. 47) 
Great Books (8)

W19-46 (p. 54) 
Android Smartphone (6)

W19-72 (p. 39) 
Happiness: How to Increase Yours (6)

W19-47 (p. 49) 
Jewish Traditions (5)

W19-48 (p. 33) 
Studio Glass (8)

W19-06 (p. 48) 
Evolution of Jazz, Pt. 1 (7) 

W19-26 (p. 53) 
Our Universe (8)

W19-49 (p. 41) 
20th Century 1860-1914 (8)

W19-73 (p. 37) 
Magazine Writing 2018, Pt. 1 (8)

W19-07 (p. 51) 
Aquaculture (7) 

W19-27 (p. 42) 
This Was Their Lives (6)

W19-50 (p. 46) 
Short Stories (8) 

W19-74 (p. 54) 
iPhone Photography (7)

W19-08 (p. 46) 
Short Stories (7)

W19-28 (p. 40) 
Your Destiny in Your Closet (4)

W19-51 (p. 37) 
Justice Around World (6) 

W19-75 (p. 55) 
Memoir Writing Plus (8)

W19-09 (p. 47) 
Jane Austen (6)

W19-29 (p. 53) 
iPhone for Beginners (8)

W19-52 (p. 43) 
Great Vocal Groups (8)

W19-76 (p. 35) 
1950s TV (8)

W19-10 (p. 41) 
World War II Leaders (7) 

W19-30 (p. 40) 
Supercharging Retirement (8)

W19-53 (p. 47) 
Modern Fiction (8)

W19-77 (p. 43) 
World Leaders Illnesses (8)   

W19-11 (p. 53) 
iPad Photo (6)

W19-31 (p. 42) 
History S.E. Asia (8)

W19-54 (p. 37) 
National Security (4)

W19-78 (p. 34) 
Shakespeare on Film: Comedy (8)

W19-12 (p. 48) (11 a.m.-1 p.m.) 
Symphonic Life (6)

W19-32 (p. 41) 
Slavery Was Never a Choice (7)

W19-55 (p. 39) 
Dare to Understand (6)

W19-56 (p. 33) 
Intro. to Calligraphy (6)

W19-13 (p. 41) 
Germany 1814-1914 (7)

W19-33 (p. 33) 
Architecture 21st Century (5)

W19-57 (p. 51) 
Tales of the Universe (4)

W19-79 (p. 34) 
Woman in Art (6)

W19-14 (p. 50) 
Mind Body Connection (4)

W19-34 (p. 48) 
Wagner’s Ring Cycle, Pt. 1 (8)

W19-58 (p. 47) 
Afraid of Modern Poetry (8)

W19-80 (p. 43) 
The Civil War (3)

W19-15 (p. 47) 
Russian Literature (7)

W19-35 (p. 38) 
Corrections, Panics, Collapse (6)

W19-59 (p. 48) 
Shining Horns (6)

W19-81 (p. 51) 
Solar System & Beyond (3)

W19-16 (p. 36) 
Seneca Falls (4)

W19-36 (p. 48) 
Rock ‘n’ Roll Didn’t Destroy All (8)

W19-60 (p.38) 
Women Financial Confidence (6)

W19-82 (p. 46) 
Grimm’s Fairy Tales (8)

W19-17 (p. 42) 
Smuggling in Florida (6)

W19-37 (p. 50) 
Enneagram I & II (8)

W19-61 (p. 45) 
Begin Hebrew, Pt. I (8)

W19-83 (p. 47) 
Playreading (8)

W19-18 (p. 36) (1- 2:45 p.m.) 
Controversial Issues (6)

W19-38 (p. 37) 
Wrongful Convictions (8)

W19-62 (p. 37) 
World in Transition (6)

W19-84 (p. 39) 
Tensions in Medical Care (4)

W19-39 (p. 46) (1-3 p.m.) 
Dirty Realism (8)

W19-63 (p. 41) 
U.S. Vice Presidents (6)

W19-85 (p. 50) 
The Odyssey (8)

W19-107 (p. 12) 
Connections (2)

W19-64 (p. 51) 
Atmospheric Pollution (4)

W19-86 (p. 35) (1-3:30 p.m.) 
The Movie Club (6)

W19-65 (p. 35) ( 1-3:30 p.m.) 
Films Depicting Weimar Era (6)

 
Number of sessions noted in parentheses.
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Number of sessions noted in parentheses.

Number of sessions noted in parentheses.

11:00-12:20

1:00-2:20

1:00-2:00

1:00-2:30

 GUIDE TO COURSE LOCATIONS:

AMI SCF WPP
The Center of Anna Maria 

407 Magnolia Ave.
Anna Maria, FL 34216

State College of FL-Lakewood Ranch
7131 Professional Pkwy E.

Sarasota, FL 34240

Westminster Point Pleasant
1533 4th Ave. W. 

Bradenton, FL 34205

 COURSES AT OTHER LOCATIONS: Westminster Point Pleasant (formerly Westminster Towers & Shores)
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

W19-WPP-106 (p. 49)
The Violin (5)

 COURSES AT OTHER LOCATIONS: The Center of Anna Maria Island
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

W19-AMI-108 (p. 52)
Science Mondays (7)

 COURSES AT OTHER LOCATIONS: State College of FL - Lakewood Ranch (SCF) Courses
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

W19-SCF-95 (p. 44)              
Human Experience (6)

Con’t on Thursday

W19-SCF-95 (p. 44)
Human Experience (6)

Con’t from Tuesday
W19-SCF-96 (p. 40)

Mindfulness (7)
W19-SCF-102 (p. 38)              

Review of the Middle East (7)
W19-SCF-98 (p. 52)

How Food Becomes You (5)
W19-SCF-103 (p. 45)

Presidents’ Illnesses (6)
W19-SCF-99 (p. 44)
Byzantine World (6)

Con’t on Thursday

W19-SCF-99 (p. 44)
Byzantine World (6)
Con’t from Tuesday

W19-SCF-100 (p. 38)
Successful Strategies 

for Today’s Market (4)

W19-SCF-104 (p. 45)
Life in Arab Countries (7)

W19-SCF-101 (p. 35) (1-3 p.m.)
More American Musicals (7)

W19-SCF-105 (p. 38)
Financial Literacy (3)
W19-SCF-97 (p. 45)

Controversial Presidents

 WORKSHOPS at Temple Beth Sholom

FRIDAY, JAN. 18
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 25
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 25
9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 1     
9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

W19-88 (p. 40)
Making a Lasting Legacy

(Half Day)

W19-89 (p. 40)
Success to Significance

(Half Day)

W19-92 (p. 44)
Dead Sea Scrolls

  (Full day incl. lunch)

W19-93 (p. 50)
The Dream Belongs to Dreamer

  (Full day incl. lunch)

FRIDAY,  FEB. 8      
9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 15 
9:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 22
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 18-FEB. 8 
10 a.m.-12 p.m.

W19-94 (pp. 16, 17, 54)
Tech Day

  (Full day incl. lunch)

W19-91 (p. 44)
Arab Israeli Conflict to 1967

  (Full day incl. lunch)

W19-87 (p. 35)
Violence in Entertainment

(Half Day)

W19-90 (p. 55)
Three Great Italian Cities

(4 Sessions)

Q U I C K - F I N D  G U I D E :  W I N T E R  2 0 1 9  C O U R S E S  B Y  S C H E D U L E
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Contacting the OLLI Office 
Office hours: 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday-Friday  
PHONE: 941-309-5111 
EMAIL: OLLI@ringlingcollege.edu 
VISIT: www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org 
1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Building #1, Sarasota 

Cancellations and Schedule Changes 
• If a class is cancelled due to under enrollment, students will receive 
   a full refund. 
• Students will also receive a full refund if an instructor cancels a class prior 
   to its start.
• Once a class has started, and an instructor cancels a class for medical   
   or personal reasons, students will receive a prorated refund based on 
   the number of classes held prior to cancellation. Students are expected  
   to pay for course session(s) they attend.  

Refund Policy
If you drop a course less than 48 hours after the first scheduled class session, 
you will receive a refund minus a $15 administrative fee. 
If you drop a course more than 48 hours after the first scheduled class  
session, you forfeit your entire tuition. 
There are no refunds for: OLLI Talks, Einstein’s Circle, Lectures,  
Membership Fee, Workshops, Special Events, or OLLI Adventures.

Dropping a Course 
If you must drop a course before it begins, please notify the office 
so that we can accommodate students who may be on a wait list. 
(See refund policy)

Transfer Policy
You may request a transfer to another course (within the same term), up to 
48 hours after the first scheduled class session, at no charge. A transfer can  
be accommodated only if there is space in the class.

Wait List  
Once a student is placed on a wait list, he/she will be notified if a seat 
becomes available in the class he/she wishes to attend. The student will  
have 24 hours to notify OLLI staff of their interest in the class. We will use 
the student-provided contact information for notification by phone or email.  
If the student has not contacted the office within 24 hours, the next student  
on the wait list will be contacted.

Guest Policy 
Guests are welcome to visit a class one time on a space-available basis.  
When classes are closed (all seats filled), guests cannot be accommodated. 
A guest cannot “bump” a registered student from any class. Guests must 
register in the office prior to the class. 

Building Evacuation Procedures
Upon receipt of an evacuation order, all employees and students shall exit 
via the nearest unaffected exit. They shall proceed quickly and quietly to the 
designated evacuation relocation point for the area they were in at the time 
of the evacuation order. If class is in session, it is the responsibility of the 
instructor to direct their students from their classroom to the appropriate 
egress route and relocation point. 

Learning Environment
Above all else, our ultimate goal is to provide a stimulating and thoughtful 
learning experience. 
We are committed to creating an intellectually nurturing environment that 
encourages a collegial exchange of ideas and concepts and enables us to 
broaden our perspectives and hone our opinions. Sometimes we agree 
with others’ viewpoints; sometimes we question them and feel the need to 
present an alternative view. This honest give and take of scholastic discourse, 
tempered with mutual respect and an open mind, makes for a rare and 
memorable learning experience. 
We all play a role in maintaining this balance of civility and  
academic freedom. 

Here’s how you can do your part:
• ALLOW others to have their say.
• RESPECT the rights of others to express their views.
• LISTEN quietly while instructors or other students are speaking.
• REFRAIN from quarrelsome interruptions to an instructor’s presentation.
• ENSURE cell phones are switched off during the class.
• COMPLY with staff and instructor requests.

Scholarship Program
To apply for a scholarship, you must submit a brief letter of request, including 
your name, address, phone number, and email address. Send your letter to: 
Janna Overstreet, Director 
OLLI at Ringling College 
1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Building #1, Sarasota, FL 34237  
or email: joverstr@ringling.edu 
Successful applicants will receive a reduction in tuition for one course,  
one lecture, or an Einstein’s Circle. Scholarships are good for one term.  
Please submit only one scholarship letter request per academic school year.

ONLINE: Visit our website at www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org and follow the links. If you have more than 
one address, remember to use the address that is associated with the credit card you are using.

BY MAIL: Fill out the mail-in form. Enclose it with 
your check or credit card information and mail to  
OLLI at Ringling College 
1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Building #1  
Sarasota, FL 34237

IN PERSON: Stop by the office
Monday through Friday  •  8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Building #1 
Building #1, Sarasota, FL 34237 
BY PHONE: 941-309-5111

HOW TO REGISTER

R E G I S T R AT I O N  O P T I O N S   |   P O L I C I E S  A N D  P R O C E D U R E S  
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WINTER COURSE SELECTIONS: January 14-March 8 (Number of sessions noted in parentheses.) 

M A I L- I N  R E G I S T R AT I O N  F O R M Early registration for Gold members begins Nov. 27     |     Registration for Silver members begins Dec. 4

Please indicate your choice of course(s) from the list below, then complete all information on the reverse side of this page. 

MONDAY 9:00-10:20
_____ W19-01 Disrupting Education (6)
_____ W19-02 Street Photography (7)
_____ W19-03 Contentious Issues (7)
_____ W19-04 Adv. Invest Analysis (7)
 
MONDAY 9:00-10:45
_____ W19-05 War & Music (4)
 
MONDAY 11:00-12:20
_____ W19-06 Evolution of Jazz, Pt. 1 (7)
_____ W19-07 Aquaculture (7)
_____ W19-08 Short Stories (7)
_____ W19-09 Jane Austen (6)
_____ W19-10 World War II Leaders (7)
_____ W19-11 iPad Photo (6)
 
MONDAY 11:00-1:00
_____ W19-12 Symphonic Life (6)
 
MONDAY 1:00-2:20
_____ W19-13 Germany 1814-1914 (7)
_____ W19-14 Mind Body Connection (4)
_____ W19-15 Russian Literature (7)
_____ W19-16 Seneca Falls (4)
_____ W19-17 Smuggling in Florida (6)
 
MONDAY 1:00-2:30
______W19-AMI-108 Science Mondays (7)
 
MONDAY 1:00–2:45
_____ W19-18 Controversial Issues (6)
 
TUESDAY 9:00-10:20
_____ W19-19 Artificial Intelligence (8)
_____ W19-20 Supreme Court 2018 (5)
_____ W19-21 Quiet the Mind (8)
_____ W19-22 Insiders’ View of Arts (8)
_____ W19-23 Boccaccio’s Decameron (6)
_____ W19-24 Perspectives on End of Life (8)
_____ W19-25 Great Books (8)
 
TUESDAY 11:00-12:20
_____ W19-26 Our Universe (8)
_____ W19-27 This Was Their Lives (6)
_____ W19-28 Your Destiny in Your Closet (4)
_____ W19-29 iPhone Beginners (8)
_____ W19-30 Supercharging Retirement (8)                       
_____ W19-31 History S.E. Asia (8)
_____ W19-32 Slavery Was Never a Choice (7)
_____ W19-SCF-95 Human Experience (6) 
              (Cont. on Thurs) 
_____ W19-SCF-96 Mindfulness (7)
_____ W19-SCF-98 How Food Becomes You (5)
 

TUESDAY 1:00-2:20
_____ W19-33 Architecture 21st Century (5)
_____ W19-34 Wagner’s Ring Cycle (8)
_____ W19-35 Corrections, Panics, Collapse (6)
_____ W19-36 Rock ‘n’ Roll Didn’t Destroy All (8)
_____ W19-37 Enneagram I & II (8)
_____ W19-38 Wrongful Convictions (8)
_____ W19-SCF-99 Byzantine World (Cont. on Thurs) (6)
_____ W19-SCF-100 Successful Strategies 
              for Today’s Market (4)
 
TUESDAY 1:00-3:00
_____ W19-39 Dirty Realism (8) 
_____ W19-SCF-101 More American Musicals (7)
 
WEDNESDAY 9:00-10:20
_____ W19-40 Feng Shui (4)
_____ W19-41 Let’s Move to Florida (8)
_____ W19-42 Human History (8)
_____ W19-43 Cultural Differences (8)
_____ W19-44 Masters of Choreography (6)
_____ W19-45 Rebalancing & Refocusing (4)
_____ W19-46 Android Smartphone (6)
_____ W19-47 Jewish Traditions (5)
_____ W19-48 Studio Glass (8)
 
WEDNESDAY 11:00-12:20
_____ W19-49 20th Century 1860-1914 (8)
_____ W19-50 Short Stories (8)
_____ W19-51 Justice Around World (6)
_____ W19-52 Great Vocal Groups (8)
_____ W19-53 Modern Fiction (8)
_____ W19-54 National Security (4)
_____ W19-55 Dare to Understand (6)
_____ W19-56 Intro. to Calligraphy (6)
 
WEDNESDAY 1:00-2:20
_____ W19-57 Tales of the Universe (4)
_____ W19-58 Afraid of Modern Poetry (8)
_____ W19-59 Shining Horns (6)
_____ W19-60 Women Financial Confidence (6)
_____ W19-61 Hebrew, Pt. I (8)
_____ W19-62 World in Transition (6)
_____ W19-63 U.S. Vice Presidents (6)
_____ W19-64 Atmospheric Pollution (4) 
 
WEDNESDAY 1:00-3:30
_____ W19-65 Depicting Weimar Era (6)
 
THURSDAY 9:00-10:20
_____ W19-66 Conversational Italian (8)
_____ W19-68 Great Ocean Liners (8)
_____ W19-69 Climate Change (7)
_____ W19-70 Listening to Jazz (6)
_____ W19-71 Liszt and Chopin (2)
_____ W19-72 Happiness: How to Increase Yours (6)
 

THURSDAY 9:00-12:00
_____ W19-67 (9-12:00) Writers’ Workshop (8)
 
THURSDAY 11:00-12:20
_____ W19-73 Magazine Writing 2018, Pt. 1 (8)
_____ W19-74 iPhone Photography (7)
_____ W19-75 Memoir Writing Plus (8)
_____ W19-76 1950s TV (8)
_____ W19-77 World Leaders Illnesses (8)                       
_____ W19-78 Shakespeare on Film: Comedy (8)
_____ W19-SCF-102 Review of the Middle East (7)
_____ W19-SCF-103 Presidents’ Illnesses (6)
 

THURSDAY 1:00-2:00
_____ W19-WPP-106 The Violin (5)
 
THURSDAY 1:00-2:20
_____ W19-79 Woman in Art (6)
_____ W19-80 The Civil War (3)
_____ W19-81 Solar System & Beyond (3)
_____ W19-82 Retelling Fairy Tales (8)
_____ W19-83 Playreading (8)
_____ W19-84 Tensions in Medical Care (4)
_____ W19-85 The Odyssey (8) 
_____ W19-SCF-97 Controversial Presidents (6)
_____ W19-SCF-104 Life in Arab Countries (7)
_____ W19-SCF-105 Financial Literacy (3)
 
THURSDAY 1:00-3:30
_____ W19-86 The Movie Club (6)
 
FRIDAY 9:00-12:00
(Half-Day Workshop)
_____ W19-87 Violence in Entertainment
             (Feb. 22)
_____ W19-88 Making a Lasting Legacy
             (Jan. 18)
_____ W19-89 Success to Significance
             (Jan. 25)
 
FRIDAY 10:00-12:00
(Half-Day Workshop)
_____ W19-90 Three Great Italian Cities (4 Sessions)   
              (Jan. 18 - Feb. 8)
 
FRIDAY 9:30-3:00
(Full-Day Workshop with lunch)
_____ W19-91 Arab Israeli Conflict to 1967
             (Feb. 15)
_____ W19-92 Dead Sea Scrolls
             (Jan. 25)
_____ W19-93 The Dream Belongs to the Dreamer
             (Feb. 1)
 
FRIDAY 9:00-3:30
(Full-Day Workshop with lunch)
_____ W19-94 Tech Day
             (Feb. 8)
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COURSE INFORMATION

WORKSHOPS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

PHOTO POLICY

RETURN THESE COMPLETED FORMS TO 
 8-Session Courses 

6 & 7-Session Courses 

5-Session Courses

4-Session Courses 

3-Session Courses

2-Session Courses

1-Session Courses

OLLI at Ringling College 

1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Building #1 

Sarasota, FL 34237

By registering for courses, I acknowledge that my 
photo may be taken while at the OLLI at Ringling 
College and utilized for purposes of promoting the 
OLLI. If I do not want my photo utilized, I will step 
aside when photos are being taken.

Number of Half-Day Workshops ($49 Gold Member; $55 Silver Member)

Number of One-Day Workshops ($98 Gold Member; $109 Silver Member) (incl. box lunch) 

Einstein’s Circle ($9 Gold Member, per lecture; $10 Silver Member, per lecture)
Jan. 16 and Feb. 20 (EC start/end 2:30-4 p.m.) 

CONNECTIONS: Documentary Film Series

(Individual films: $11 Gold Members; $12 Silver Members) 

Newtown History Makers’ Panel Discussion 

(Free to Gold Members •  $15 Silver Members/General Admission)  
2:30-4 p.m.  •  Wednesday, Feb. 6  

Newtown Alive Tour (Fee: $55) 
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  •  Friday, Feb. 8 

Special Event: Oldies Dance (Admission: $15)  
2:30-4 p.m.  •  Wednesday, Jan. 23 

Lecture & Learn Series (Circle your preference) (Fee: $59 each) 
“Sicily—Erupting with Culture”  •  11:30 a.m-1 p.m.  •  Friday, Jan. 18 (Venice)
“Palermo—Markets, Street Food, and Marionettes”  •  11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.  •  Friday, Feb. 1 (Sarasota)

OLLI Adventures: James Museum of Western & Wildlife Art, St. Petersburg  

Fee: $55 (does not incl. lunch) 
9:15 a.m.-3 p.m. (approx.)  •  Friday, Mar. 1 

Westminster Point Pleasant Lecture (Circle your preference) 
(Free. Limited seating. Pre-registration required.)
1-2 p.m.  •  Jan. 22, Feb. 21, Mar. 5  
 

Quantity:          x $95 

Quantity:          x $90 

Quantity:          x $85  

Quantity:          x $70  

Quantity:          x $60  

Quantity:          x $45  

Quantity:          x $30 

Quantity:          x $       = $ 

Quantity:          x $       = $ 

Quantity:          x $       = $ 

Quantity:          x $       = $ 

 

Quantity:          x $       = $ 

Quantity:          x $55   = $ 

Quantity:          x $15    = $ 

 

Quantity:          x $       = $ 

 

Quantity:          x $55   = $ 

 

Quantity:          x FREE = $ 

= $

= $

= $

= $

= $

= $

= $

Subtotal 
    Gold Membership Discount (-10%) 

  Top Upper Portion Total 

= $

= $

= $

= $

= $

= $

GOLD MEMBERSHIP 
BENEFITS (Full list page 7) 

• Early Registration  
• 10% Tuition Discount  
• Free Lectures  

• Shared Interest Groups  
• Appreciation Celebration 

Gold Membership Fee: $75 
Tax-Deductible Donation 

FINAL TOTAL 

STUDENT AND PAYMENT INFORMATION (Please print clearly)

Name (as it appears on credit card) _______________________________________________________      [  ]  I am a new student  

Billing Address ____________________________________________  City/State/ZIP _____________________________

Phone Number ____________________________________  Email Address _____________________________________

Method of Payment   [  ] Check (enclosed)       [  ] Credit Card (see below) 

Visa/MC/AMEX # ____________________________________________  CCV Code ____________    Exp. Date ____________
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C L A S S E S   |   A R T  A P P R E C I AT I O N

NEW W19-48 STUDIO GLASS: THE NEW HOT 
CONTEMPORARY ART FORM
Wednesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Judy Levine and Jack Winberg
Glass is one of the premier mediums for new and 
emerging artists to explore. Despite its humble origins 
in the garage of a Toledo museum in 1960, the Studio 
Glass Movement is now one of the most important 
recent advancements in the world of contemporary  
art. In this class, students will discover the history 
of the Studio Art Glass Movement and its founding 
artists. An overview of glass techniques and examples 
of glass art will familiarize the student with materials 
and techniques. Field trips are planned to the Imagine 
Museum and the Duncan McClellan Gallery in  
St. Petersburg; the Ringling Museum Kotler-Coville  
Glass Pavilion; the Ringling College campus to view  
the Basch collection on display at the Basch Gallery  
and the hot shop at the Basch Visual Arts Center.  
Museum and gallery entrance fees are additional.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-02 STREET PHOTOGRAPHY 
AND THE ART OF SEEING
Mondays: 9-10:20 a.m. 
7 Sessions: Jan. 14-Mar. 4 (No Class on Jan. 21; Holiday)
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Barry Bub
Photographer or not, if you wish to experience life 
to the fullest, this is the class for you. A photography 
course unlike any other—the focus is more on 
seeing better, rather than the camera, as we bring 
to life Dorothea Lang’s axiom that “the camera is an 
instrument that teaches people how to see without 
a camera.” In addition to viewing many photographs, 
we also utilize art, philosophy, psychology, spirituality, 
and storytelling. This is a highly interactive class that 
aims to enrich your life with awe, mystery, beauty, 
happiness, joy, and of course, better photographs. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

W19-22 INSIDER’S VIEW OF THE ARTS 
OF SARASOTA
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Judy Levine
Sarasota is truly the capital of the arts scene of 
the “Culture Coast” of Florida. In this class, you 
will explore its rich artistic heritage through class 
discussions and field trips. Our field trips may include 
the Ringling Museum, Ringling College of Art and 
Design, and the artist colony in Towles Court. We will 
also take backstage tours of the Sarasota Ballet, the 
Van Wezel Performing Arts Hall for its extensive art 
collection, and the Palm Avenue galleries. Note: Field 
trips may require entrance fees that are not covered 
by the course fee; class time may be adjusted to 
accommodate the schedule of the Sarasota Ballet,  
Van Wezel, and Palm Avenue galleries.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-33 MODERN ARCHITECTURE 
IN THE 21ST CENTURY
Tuesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
5 Sessions: Feb. 5-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Robert Cassway
Join us as we delve into the works of today’s leading 
architects: Frank Gehry, Moshe Safdie, Norman Foster, 
Santiago Calatrava, Zaha Hadid, and many more.  
Learn how finance, advanced technology, climate 
change, and computers have influenced the  
approach used to design buildings today. We will 
examine modern architecture’s 15 most celebrated 
buildings, including skyscrapers, museums, libraries, 
and housing. This course is perfect for those interested 
in gaining knowledge of important architectural  
works, influential architects of the 21st century and  
the advancements made in building design.  
Silver Member: $85; Gold Member: $76.50. 

 
 
W19-56 INTRODUCTION TO CALLIGRAPHY
Wednesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 30-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Marc Scher
The desire to learn the lost art of calligraphy has been 
growing steadily over the past few years. As keyboard 
skills have become more important, there is less need 
to write legibly; because of this reliance on technology, 
many people now appreciate the vanishing art of 
calligraphy. In this class, students will learn the lower 
and upper cases of the Chancery Cursive alphabet, 
highlighted by a calligraphic project. Please bring to 
class lined paper and a calligraphy fiber-tipped pen. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

A R T  A P P R E C I AT I O N

= NEW CLASSES 
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NEW W19-71 LISZT AND CHOPIN AND THE 
WOMEN WHO LOVED THEM
Thursdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
2 Sessions: Feb. 28-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Sandra Moulin
Have you ever wondered about the women behind 
the Romantic composers whose music you have 
enjoyed all these years? Watch and listen as the 
favorite melodies of Liszt and Chopin come to life 
through the eyes of their lovers. Enjoy live musical 
excerpts, anecdotes, and fascinating stories about 
these two very different men, geniuses of the 19th 
century. You will be entertained and stunned by the 
scandals and betrayals dramatized by the women 
who played major roles in their lives. By the end 
of the course, you will be familiar with the musical 
idioms of each composer and their impact on 
contemporary performance styles of today. 
Silver Member: $45; Gold Member: $40.50.

 
 
NEW W19-78 SHAKESPEARE 
ON FILM: COMEDY 

Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Laura Smith
After a discussion of the history of comedy with 
the help of A Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum, this course focuses on two great 
Shakespearean comedies: Much Ado About Nothing 
and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. For each play,  
we will do play readings of selected scenes,  
examining each as the blueprint for a production.  
We will look at the variety of interpretations in 
different film versions, discovering the myriad ways 
theatre and film artists explore the layers of meaning 
in these delightful and complex works. This course 
is for Shakespearean novices and experts alike. 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

W19-79 THE WOMAN IN ART:  
BEAUTY OR BEAST?
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 17-Feb. 21

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Andre Krauss
Throughout the ages, Woman has been one of 
the most central themes in art. Woman has been 
portrayed as mother, lover, and ideal beauty. Yet, 
along with these idealized representations, there is an 
equally constant cultural current that has negatively 
portrayed Woman. We will examine the changing 
portrayal of Woman in art, from the personification 
of beauty to the perceived arch-enemy of man, 
temptress, sorceress, and femme fatale that leads man 
to perdition. We will review artworks from antiquity 
through the 20th century and discuss the different 
cultural milieu that influenced artists’ portrayals 
of Woman. We will also discuss the anti-feminist 
literature of the same historical periods.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

NEW W19-44 20TH CENTURY 
CHOREOGRAPHY MASTERS
Wednesdays: 9-10:20 a.m. 
6 Sessions: Jan. 16-Feb. 20

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Christopher Hird 
Discover the genius of three master choreographers 
who shaped the future of ballet: Sir Frederick Ashton, 
Sir Kenneth MacMillan, and George Balanchine.  
Explore their unique stories, distinct styles and  
learn about the dancers who became famous for  
interpreting their works. Join us as we discuss the  
creative legacy of these brilliant choreographers.  

Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81. 

A R T S  &  E N T E R TA I N M E N T

A R T  A P P R E C I AT I O N  (con’t)
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NEW W19-SCF-101 MORE 
AMERICAN MUSICALS
Tuesdays: 1-3 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
7 Sessions: Jan. 15-Feb. 26

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

Jordan Shifrin
You know all about Rodgers and Hammerstein,  
and you can sing the score from Phantom of the  
Opera, but what about all the other musicals? The art 
form known as the Great American Musical has been 
entertaining people for decades. However, it is not  
just Rodgers and Hammerstein and Lerner and  
Lowe. You will be surprised by the vast array of 
composers and producers you may not recognize. 
When you think of musicals, does Elton John come 
to mind? How about Rob Cavallo, and Lin-Manuel 
Miranda? Watch, listen, and discuss the numerous  
films and shows that keep this uniquely American  
form of entertainment alive and well.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-65 FILMS DEPICTING THE WEIMAR ERA 
AND THE THIRD REICH
Wednesdays 1-3:30 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
6 Sessions: Jan. 30-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Mark Gladstone
This course offers an examination of German society 
and political events during the Weimar Republic era 
and the Third Reich as depicted by Hollywood and 
European filmmakers. Among the films to be screened 
and discussed are: “Little Man, What Now?,” “Three 
Comrades,” “Address Unknown,” “Mephisto,” “The 
Mortal Storm,” and “The Seventh Cross.” Powerful 
screen performances are portrayed by Spencer Tracy, 
James Stewart, Paul Lukas, Margaret Sullivan, Klaus 
Maria Brandauer, Signe Hasso, and Robert Taylor. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-76 1950s TV: THE GOLDEN AGE
Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Jeff Ryder
The 1950s introduced the American public to network 
television. Often referred to as “The Golden Age,” TV 
would have a growing influence on many aspects of 
American life. The course will provide an overview 
of the three major networks programming including 
entertainment, sports, and news. From Lucille Ball to 
Edward R. Murrow to Beaver Cleaver, there will be 
video clips along with lectures to provide a historical 
and broadcasting perspective on the new medium. 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

W19-87 THE DEBATE ABOUT VIOLENCE 
IN ENTERTAINMENT
Friday: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
1 Session: Feb. 22

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Andre Krauss
Social scientists claim that violence in entertainment 
can have negative effects on the audience, especially 
the young. Their opponents claim that depictions of 
conflict and violence are indispensable ingredients of 
a great narrative. During this course, we will discuss 
examples of violent content in film, theater, and the 
visual arts. We will review the main theories generated 
by the social scientists as well as examine the more 
contentious cultural and political ramifications of  
the debate. Silver Member: $55; Gold Member: $49.

 
 
W19-86 THE MOVIE CLUB
Thursdays: 1-3:30 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time) 
6 Sessions: Jan. 31-Mar. 7 

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Mike Beltzman
Good films can give us much more than an 
entertaining interlude, and if you would like to  
delve a little deeper, this class will offer you a toolbox 
to help you become a more engaged moviegoer.  
Any aspect of filmmaking that adds to the quality of 
the production will be part of our explorations, with 
special emphasis on story, acting, and motivation of 
the characters. Most films will be shown in class. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.
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NEW W19-01 DISRUPTING
THE EDUCATION INDUSTRY
Mondays: 9-10:20 a.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 28-Mar. 4

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Alex Beavers
Spiraling costs, digital transformations of the  
economy, and changing demographics are forming 
a perfect storm that will lead to disruptions in the 
educational industry. While technology will play a 
major role in these disruptions, the structure of the 
educational process, and the business models will  
have to change for there to be any social and 
economic benefit. This course is a survey of what  
is happening now, what educational innovators  
are saying about what needs to happen, and some 
lessons learned from other industries of what could 
happen in the education industry of the future.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
NEW W19-03 CONTEMPORARY 
CONTENTIOUS ISSUES
Mondays: 9-10:20 a.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 14-Mar. 4  

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Maurice Finkelstein
This course offers an examination of current 
contentious political and social issues. Topics to 
be covered include: the 2016 presidential election; 
resurgent racial and ethnic conflicts; marriage  
equality, single and gay parenting; immigration  
(legal and illegal); Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA); gun violence and the second 
amendment; Supreme Court cases on personal  
rights; Israel, Palestine, and American Jewry. This is  
a discussion course. My goal is not to alter opinions  
but to have all of us become better informed and 
mindful of different points of view. Join us for what  
I hope will be a lively and engaging course.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

C L A S S E S   |   C U R R E N T  E V E N T S  &  G L O B A L  A F FA I R S

NEW W19-16 SENECA FALLS TO #METOO: 
WOMEN-STUCK OR UNSTUCK?
Mondays: 1-2:20 p.m.
4 Sessions: Feb. 11-Mar. 4

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Sherry Penney 
We will explore Seneca Falls (1848), the first Women’s 
Rights Convention, and other significant efforts to 
promote equality for women. We will examine the split 
in the women’s movement during the late 19th century, 
the struggle to achieve voting rights, and the ERA 
(Equal Rights Amendment). While substantial legislative 
advancements were made in the ’60s and ’70s, what 
actually changed? Today, women continue to face 
discrimination in pay and promotion. Will the #MeToo 
movement impact these ongoing challenges? What kinds 
of backlash can be expected? What is next for women in 
all areas of our society? Are they stuck or unstuck? 
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

 
 
NEW W19-20 SUPREME COURT — 2018 CASES
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
5 Sessions: Jan. 15-Feb. 12

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Bill Cotter
We will cover the impact of Justice Anthony Kennedy’s 
retirement and of Justice Neil Gorsuch’s first full year, 
the federal courts’ checks on presidential power, and 
these 2018 cases: gay rights vs. religious freedom; 
abortion rights; freedom of speech; privacy rights and 
cell phone data collection; voter suppression; President 
Trump’s travel ban; union dues from non-union members; 
defendants’ rights to adequate counsel; and state 
taxation of internet orders. All cases are new, and repeat 
students are welcome. Background materials will be 
distributed; vigorous class discussion is encouraged. 
Silver Member: $85; Gold Member: $76.50.

 
 
W19-18 DISCUSSING CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES
Mondays: 1-2:45 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
6 Sessions: Jan. 28-Mar. 4

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Tom Dietrich
Where do you stand on the important social, political, 
and economic issues of the day? Your opinions on 
the issues are the focus of this course. We will discuss 
different issues at each class. A professional video debate 
by opposing experts will be viewed in short segments 
followed by discussion. The facilitator does not take 
sides on the issues. However, students are encouraged to 
express their views. At the beginning, a vote is taken to 
see which side the class favors. At the end, another vote 
is taken to see to see if any votes have changed.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

C U R R E N T  E V E N T S  &  G L O B A L  A F FA I R S
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W19-38 MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE: 
WRONGFUL CONVICTIONS
Tuesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Rick Steinmann
As many as 10,000 “factually innocent” individuals 
may be wrongfully convicted of serious offenses and 
incarcerated in the U.S. every year. In this course, 
we will explore this disturbing issue and address its 
various causes. They include mistaken identifications, 
coerced confessions, flawed forensics, false jailhouse 
snitch testimony, poor legal representation, police 
misconduct, and the prosecution’s failure to provide 
exculpatory evidence to the defense. Possible 
remedies to reduce such miscarriages of justice 
will also be covered, along with some of the post-
exoneration experiences of those released from  
prison after being determined to be innocent.  
We will use the book “When Justice Fails: Causes  
and Consequences of Wrongful Convictions,”  
(2018) by Robert Norris, Catherine Bonventre,  
and James Acker; available from online vendors.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-51 JUSTICE AROUND THE WORLD
Wednesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 30-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Harriet Hendel
It is often said that our criminal justice system is 
broken and flawed. How does it compare to other 
countries around the world? We will study approaches 
to criminal justice in several nations through films,  
a segment on “60 Minutes,” and scholarly research 
articles. Connecticut is now experimenting with a new 
program in two of its prisons in collaboration with 
the Vera Institute of Justice and John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice. Let’s compare other systems to ours 
and decide if we can benefit from inroads made by 
other Western nations. Bring your questions and
comments to this interactive class. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

W19-54 TODAY’S INTELLIGENCE & NATIONAL 
SECURITY CHALLENGES
Wednesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
4 Sessions: Jan. 30-Feb. 20

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

John Rixse
The Cold War ended over 25 years ago, yet it seems 
that the world is a more dangerous and unstable  
place today. As it has in the past, intelligence remains 
our first line of defense against strategic and/or 
tactical threats both to the international world order 
and to the U.S. In this course, we will consider some 
current issues and seek to understand the role of 
intelligence. While there is no required reading, 
material to facilitate discussion may be provided.  
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

 
 
W19-62 THE WORLD IN TRANSITION
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 30-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Peter Mermin
The world we live in is in a state of constant change. 
The instructor will designate a specific aspect of this 
change to be the focus of study. Using books and 
movies that help us understand what is behind these 
changes, we may look at history, psychology, politics, 
or literature for insight. Specific readings for this 
course will be made available online two weeks before
the start of class at www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-73 BEST AMERICAN MAGAZINE 
WRITING 2018, PART I
Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Paul Chassy
Wouldn’t you love it if someone selected for you  
the best thought-provoking magazine articles  
available today—the ones most worthy of your  
time, the ones that would best help you understand  
current and global issues? That’s just what this 
course will do. Each week we will read award-winning 
articles and critically discuss the issues based on 
our independent understanding of what the author 
is saying. We will then relate how our personal 
experiences and knowledge confirm or contradict  
the positions articulated in the articles. Our anthology  
will be “The Best American Magazine Writing 2018,”  
available from online vendors.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.
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W19-SCF-102 REVIEW OF THE MIDDLE EAST
Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 17-Feb. 28 

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

James Aaron
Today’s news abounds with reports about critical 
situations in the Middle East. This course will focus 
on the historic, economic, demographic, and religious 
aspects of the numerous conflicts occurring there.  
You will get an understanding of events as they  
unfold and the United States’ options in the region.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

NEW W19-35 CORRECTIONS, PANICS,  
AND COLLAPSES: A HISTORICAL LOOK 
AT FINANCIAL MARKETS
Tuesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 29-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Craig Hill and Regan Teague
Learn how to recognize financial market corrections, 
panics, and collapses. How can people protect 
themselves during negative market conditions? 
How have others profited? We will examine 
recent collapses including Brazil and Argentina 
contrasted with historical collapses, such as the 
Great Depression. Arm yourself with lessons of  
the past and be ready to take on the future! 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-04 ADVANCED INVESTMENT ANALYSIS
Mondays: 9-10:20 a.m. 
7 Sessions: Jan. 14-Mar. 4 (No Class on Jan. 21; Holiday) 
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Lauren Rudd
This course takes you a step beyond dividend 
and intrinsic value analysis as presented in the 

“Introduction to Investment Analysis” course.  
The material in this course will teach you how to 
analyze the financial history and forecast the future 
performance of a company by utilizing a series  
of computer models and Excel programs.  
We will also discuss how to analyze the performance  
and management of a portfolio. While participation  
in the introductory course is helpful, it is not 
mandatory. The content of both courses is  
drawn from the instructor’s university-level  
course on security analysis.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81. 

W19-60 WOMEN: IMPROVE YOUR 
FINANCIAL CONFIDENCE!
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 30-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Craig Hill and Regan Teague
Current research shows that women control the 
majority of personal wealth in the United States and 
make most of the household buying and investing 
decisions. A 2006 study found that 90 percent of 
women respondents reported feeling insecure when 
it comes to personal finance. If you would like to learn 
more about financial services and feel more secure in 
your financial decision-making, this course is for you. 
Subjects covered will include basic terminology and 
financial management concepts and estate-planning 
basics. The class will be a relaxed learning environment, 
designed to increase your knowledge and confidence. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-SCF-100 SUCCESSFUL STRATEGIES 
FOR TODAY’S MARKET 
Tuesdays 1-2:20 p.m.   
4 Sessions: Jan. 15-Feb. 5 

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

Bob Latessa
This class will provide a broad look at the current 
state of today’s financial markets. We will not only 
address the risks investors face but will also outline 
opportunities that wealth managers look for when 
allocating portfolios. Themes to be discussed  
will include: tax-advantaged investing, investing  
for income in a low-interest-rate environment,  
analysis of investor behavior, the benefits of having  
a financial plan, the state of corporate earnings,  
and, of course, where to seek opportunities  
when markets are trading at all-time highs.  
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63. 

 
 
W19-SCF-105 FINANCIAL LITERACY 
FOR RETIREMENT
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
3 Sessions: Jan. 24-Feb. 7

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

Eric Rodriguez
How do you make sure that your money will last 
throughout retirement? This course will teach the 
principles that will ensure you don’t outlive your 
savings. By the end of this class, you should have an 
excellent understanding of the risks you face, how 
to preserve your investments, and how to create a 
financial plan that enables you to live your lifestyle 
comfortably and worry-free throughout retirement. 
Silver Member: $60; Gold Member: $54.

C U R R E N T  E V E N T S  &  G L O B A L  A F FA I R S  (con’t)

E C O N O M I C S  &  F I N A N C E
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NEW W19-72 HAPPINESS: WHAT IT IS  
AND HOW TO INCREASE YOURS 
Thursdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 31-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Judy Rosemarin
What is happiness? Are you experiencing inner 
happiness with an overall sense of well-being and 
a lasting sense of self-satisfaction? Do you focus 
on what is lost or do you purposely leverage your 
strengths for greater connection and purpose? 
Research shows us that we can actually have a 
positive impact on our happiness and do it in very 
simple and practical ways. This course will focus  
on the meaning and the measure of each person’s 
happiness baseline and teach you ways to  
impact and increase your happiness.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
NEW W19-84 MORAL AND ETHICAL 
TENSIONS IN MEDICAL CARE
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.  
4 Sessions: Feb. 7-Feb. 28

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Maurice Pickard  
Moral and ethical principles often come into conflict 
in today’s medical practice. Tensions arise among 
patients, their advocates, care providers, and 
institutions such as medical facilities, insurance 
companies, and the law, because of perceived 
injustices or issues of harm or autonomy. A resolution 
that respects the values of an informed patient is the 
hoped-for outcome. In this course, many areas will be 
open for discussion, including end-of-life decisions, 
the pros and cons of genetic knowledge, the opioid 
epidemic, and using humans in medical research. 
The class will be taught in lecture style, but questions 
from the audience are welcomed and encouraged. 
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

C L A S S E S   |   H E A LT H  &  W E L L- B E I N G

W19-55 DARE TO UNDERSTAND: HOW 
LISTENING IMPROVES RELATIONSHIPS
Wednesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 23-Mar. 6 (Note: No Class: Jan.  30)
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Judy Rosemarin
We hear everything, but are we really listening?  
Are you finding yourself frustrated with the polarizing 
and deepening divide occurring with friends and 
family about so many things in the world? This course 
will teach you tips and techniques on how to listen 
for understanding so that simmering silences and 
angry arguing can transform into greater mutual 
understanding. There are more choices than to shut 
down or scream. This course is NOT about politics. 
This course will teach you how to listen with intention 
for better responses so you can connect and
communicate instead of trying to convert and 
convince people with whom you disagree.
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-21 QUIET THE MIND, RELIEVE STRESS, 
FIND PEACE WITH MEDITATION
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Stephen Gillum
In this course, you’ll learn and practice mind-quieting 
and mind-observation techniques, identifying causes 
of stress, and learning how to relieve it. We will discuss 
different styles of meditation, but the emphasis will  
be on the actual doing, including meditation while
walking. The approach is non-theistic and draws 
on Eckhart Tolle’s ideas on mind observation and 
presence, as well as on Zen silent illumination.  
Be prepared for a life-changing experience—one  
that can impart a deep sense of peace, lower blood 
pressure, and help change compulsive behavior.  
Please wear non-restrictive clothing.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-24 PERSPECTIVES ON THE END OF LIFE
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Bonnie Garvey Spadafora
It’s a rare person who does not have concerns, fears,  
or questions about the end of life. This course will 
discuss ancient and modern views of death, as well 
as topics ranging from advance planning to palliative 
care, funerals to finances, and body snatching to 
bioethics. Class interaction will be encouraged.  
There is no required text for this course.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

H E A LT H  &  W E L L- B E I N G
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W19-28 YOUR DESTINY IS IN YOUR CLOSET
Tuesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
4 Sessions: Feb. 12-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Gail Condrick
In this class, you will learn to create a wardrobe that is 
in alignment with who you are in your now body and 
life. The goal is to honor who you are and to assist you 
to feel empowered and confident. Perfect for those 
in transition and fun! You will learn the psychology 
of dressing and the messages your clothes send 
subconsciously. You will decode your closet, analyze 
what you hold on to and why, create a dream capsule 
wardrobe that is perfect for your personality and 
lifestyle, and learn where to shop for the new you at 
any price. Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

 
 
NEW W19-30 SUPERCHARGING 
YOUR RETIREMENT
Tuesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Louise Gallagher and David Klain
Looking for a more interesting and exciting 
retirement? We’ve lined up the experts to talk about 
brain health, money, networking, social life, sexuality, 
and more. Discover enjoyable local pursuits and 
get “serious” about playing in retirement! Participate 
in lively and valuable discussions designed to help 
you explore your recreational options. Create the 
retirement you envisioned for yourself!  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-45 REBALANCING & REFOCUSING 
FOR THE BONUS YEARS
Wednesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
4 Sessions: Jan. 16-Feb. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Susan Larson
Today, countless adults are redefining the retirement 
years and writing a new life chapter. With this 
increased longevity bonus, life planning is  
essential to figure out what’s next. This four-part 
interactive course is designed to give you the tools, 
resources, and focused discussion needed to  
create a personalized template for moving forward.  
We will begin by debunking myths about retirement 
years and ageism. Next, we will discuss the cycle  
of renewal, transition, and reinvention. As the  
template for moving forward is clarified, we will 
explore possible next steps and draw on course 
participants for ideas and support going forward.  
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

W19-88 MAKING A LASTING LEGACY 
Friday: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
1 Session: Jan. 18

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Susan Larson
Elizabeth Kuebler-Ross noted three questions  
people ask in the second half of life: “Have I given  
and received love?,” “Have I lived my life or someone  
else’s?,” “Have I left the world a little better than  
I found it?” By intentionally considering our  
legacies—those received, those already given,  
and those we have yet to leave—we can heighten  
our sense of personal meaning and satisfaction as 
we strive for optimal aging. During this interactive 
workshop, you will get a broader perspective on  
what legacy means plus develop innovative ideas  
for legacy building throughout your lifespan.  
Silver Member: $55; Gold Member: $49.

 
 
W19-89 FROM SUCCESS TO SIGNIFICANCE
Friday: 9 a.m.-12 p.m.
1 Session: Jan. 25

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Susan Larson
For optimal aging, it is essential to live with intention, 
to take stock of our personal definition of success and 
what it means to be significant. During this interactive 
workshop, we will revisit our core values and their 
alignment with our lifestyles. We will discuss the 
transition process that occurs during retirement,  
from focusing on success to focusing on significance. 
We will learn about the cycle of renewal and models  
for change. We will also explore the topic of legacy 
using the book “Legacies of the Heart” by Meg 
Newhouse and discover how to further our legacies. 
Silver Member: $55; Gold Member: $49.

 
 
W19-SCF-96 MINDFULNESS AS A PATH 
TO PEACE
Tuesdays: 11 a.m-12:20 p.m.   
7 Sessions: Jan. 15-Feb. 26

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

Charles Bradt
It’s hard to read anything about stress these days 
without some mention of “mindfulness.” This course will 
introduce and expand upon the principles and practices 
of mindfulness as a pathway to a more peaceful life. 
Instruction in the practice of mindful meditation will be 
given, as well as related practices designed to relieve 
the anxiety that so many of us experience today. This 
how-to course is for everyone, especially those who tell 
themselves they can’t meditate. Literally, anyone can 
learn to meditate. Students will develop tools they will 
be able to use anywhere, anytime.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

H E A LT H  &  W E L L- B E I N G  (con’t)
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NEW W19-42 HUMAN HISTORY— 
THE BIG PICTURE
Wednesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Alan Grindal
Most studies of history are limited to a specific 
geographical area or time period. The brief  
duration of human life tends to limit our perspective 
on long-term change. This course will address a  
wider and multidisciplinary view beginning with  
the origins of life and following the major trends of  
human adaption and progress.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
NEW W19-49 FORMATION OF THE 20TH 
CENTURY: 1860-1914
Wednesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Monroe Brett
Much of our modern world was developed and shaped 
by the events of the second half of the 20th century. 
The stories of men and women, politicians, artists, 
inventors, scientists, authors, and many everyday 
people will be told and discussed this term. Course 
topics include: the Civil War; the assassinations of 
Lincoln and the Archduke of Austria; the sinking of 
the Maine and Titanic; Alexander Bell’s telephone and 
Thomas Edison’s light bulb; George Eastman’s Kodak; 
Impressionist art (Monet and Cézanne); modern 
Olympics; Clara Barton’s Red Cross; Susan B. Anthony; 
Mark Twain’s “Huckleberry Finn;” oil in Pennsylvania 
and the Standard Oil of Ohio; and Tuskegee University 
and the Supreme Court case of Plessy v. Ferguson. 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
NEW W19-63 LITTLE KNOWN HISTORY OF 
U.S. VICE PRESIDENTS
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 30-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Theodore Russell
Quirky, off-beat stories about our U.S. presidents 
are well-known. But, what about some of our vice 
presidents? There have been 48 vice presidents since 
1789. Two were not even elected to that office. One 
had taken up arms against the United States! Three 
have won the Nobel Peace Prize, and one had been 
accused of murder. All have fascinating and interesting 
stories coloring their lives. Over this six-week course, 
we will highlight something about each one.
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

NEW W19-10 WORLD WAR II LEADERS: 
ALLIES AND AXIS POWERS
Mondays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 14-Mar. 4 (No Class on Jan. 21; Holiday)
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Ernest ‘Doc’ Werlin
Join us as we focus on the four most important leaders 
of World War II—Churchill, Roosevelt, Hitler, and Stalin. 
Additional lectures will be centered on the background 
of World War II and this complex period in history  
that almost destroyed the civilized world. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
NEW W19-13 GERMANY UNSURE OF ITSELF, 
1814-1914
Mondays: 1-2:20 p.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 14-Mar. 4 (No Class on Jan. 21; Holiday)
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Jens Albiez
This course explores Germany’s development from 
a collection of multiple small states in 1814 into 
continental Europe’s powerhouse by 1914.  
We will review the stages of revolutionary struggles  
of the German people longing for unification,  
which was finally achieved by von Bismarck in 1871.  
We will examine the reasons for Germany’s uneasy  
fit into Europe and why it struggled to find its  
place among the European powers.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
NEW W19-32 NO, MR. WEST, SLAVERY WAS 
NEVER A CHOICE!
Tuesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5 (No Class: Feb. 26)
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

David G. Wilkins
The recent comment by the rapper, Kanye West, 
characterizing slavery as a choice, highlights the 
misinformation and deliberate falsehoods that  
impede our understanding of American slavery. 
Inadequate, and in too many cases, non-existent 
instruction in American classrooms can be faulted  
for some of these shortcomings. Revisionist historians 
and Confederate apologists who have sought to 
minimize the brutality of American slavery and 
to challenge its racist underpinnings bear even 
more responsibility for our distorted view of this 
foundational part of American history. This course 
seeks to present an accurate view of American slavery.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

H I S T O R Y
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NEW W19-68 TRANSATLANTIC: 
THE GREAT OCEAN LINERS FROM 
TITANIC TO QUEEN MARY 2
Thursdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Alfred Jones
Once upon a time, getting there was just as exciting  
as being there—whether you were headed east or  
west across the Atlantic Ocean. Every ship had its  
own personality, and each sailing was an event—
although sometimes, alas, a tragedy. In this course,  
we will study and discuss seven ocean liners that  
made history during the 20th and 21st centuries, 
concluding with the only passenger ship still in  
regular transatlantic service today.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-17 A HISTORY OF SMUGGLING 
IN FLORIDA
Mondays: 1-2:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 28-Mar. 4

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Stan Zimmerman
Florida’s rich and colorful history is due in part to its 
role as a major conduit for contraband. Booze, guns, 
and drugs are just part of the story which stretches 
from conquistadors to cocaine cowboys. If it is illegal 
to possess, it’s been smuggled through Florida 
including human beings, endangered species, cigars, 
animal hides, invasive plants, and much more. The role 
of money laundering and the disposition of profits in 
this all-cash business will also be examined.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.
 

W19-27 THIS WAS THEIR LIVES
Tuesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 29-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Moderator: OLLI Instructors 
In this course, we will revisit the lives of history 
makers from all walks of life. Our journey will 
lead to discoveries that include their unknown 
accomplishments and secret failings. We can expect 
to meet politicos, geniuses, athletes, the Hollywood 
elite as well as those with connections to the arts, 
science, literature, and more. Join us for a peek into 
the lives of the “Who’s Who” among the famous 
and infamous! Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

• Jan. 29: “Frank Sinatra: The Chairman of the Board” 
with Tony Moon

• Feb. 12: “Gary Cooper, John Wayne, Ingrid Bergman, 
and Audrey Hepburn: Stars from the ’50s & ’60s” 
with Monroe Brett

• Feb. 19: “Jesse Livermore: Wall Street Icon, Time 
Tested Trading Tactics” with Houston Hill

• Feb. 5: “Virginia Woolf: Her Life, Her Works, Her 
Legacy” with Karin Jones

• Feb. 26: “Ernest Hemingway: Film clips from Papa’s 
Best Books” with Jordan Shifrin

• Mar. 5: “President Dwight D. Eisenhower” with 
Allan B. Schwartz

 
 
W19-31 THE FASCINATING HISTORY OF 
SOUTHEAST ASIA
Tuesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Paul Sarno
How were the 11 countries of Southeast Asia (Myanmar 
to Timor Leste) formed? What is their ethnic and 
religious composition? How do those formations 
impact the chance for democracy to succeed in each? 
Do you wonder what the impact of colonialism was on 
these countries? What is the historic influence of China 
and India on their societies? This course will attempt to 
answer these questions, and others, by examining the 
history of these countries with emphasis on the period 
after colonialism arrived and the dynamic changes that  
have occurred in the region up to about 1970.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

H I S T O R Y  (con’t)
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W19-80 THE CIVIL WAR: BROOKLYN, N.Y.C., 
AND LINCOLN
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
3 Sessions: Jan. 24-Feb. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Bud Livingston
BROOKLYN: Where did the Union troops go after their 
surrender at Fort Sumter in 1861? Where was Abraham 
Lincoln supposed to speak in 1860 before he delivered 
his Cooper Union Address? Where did the Squibb 
and Pfizer pharmaceutical companies begin their 
operations? Where was the Civil War’s most famous 
ship built, the one whose very existence changed 
naval warfare forever? Where was one of the Union’s 
most infamous prisoner-of-war camps located, whose 
inmates included both a Union and a Confederate 
general? The answer to all these questions is  
the same: Brooklyn! 
NEW YORK CITY: In Civil War New York City, there 
was Dan Sickles, the era’s most famous unconvicted 
murderer; George Templeton Strong, the North’s most 
famous diarist, who had unflattering things to say 
about Abraham Lincoln; a German immigrant named 
Steinweg who became Steinway; the Garibaldi Guard, 
the strangest of all Union outfits, that issued orders in 
six different languages, and cameo roles for a host of 
people including John Wilkes Booth, Walt Whitman, 
Theodore Roosevelt, and Mathew Brady. We will 
also hear about the Draft Riots, the worst riots in 
American history. 
PRESIDENT LINCOLN’S SECRET LIFE; NO SOCIAL 
MEDIA FOR HIM: Perhaps “honest” Abe had a few 
secrets he kept to himself. Despite the public persona 
that any president exhibits, Lincoln managed to keep 
some aspects of his private life out of the public arena. 
Had there been social media in his day, what more 
would we know about the man? For example, what  
do you know about Lincoln’s sister? His duel?  
His great wealth? His patent? His German newspaper? 
His partner’s antagonism to his wife? Learn all about 
these and other unusual facets of the life of our 
16th president. Silver Member: $60; Gold Member: $54.

W19-52 IN HARMONY: A HISTORY OF THE 
GREAT VOCAL GROUPS
Wednesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Tony Moon
For more than seven decades, America has had a love 
affair with vocal groups from the Big-Band beginnings 
of The Andrews Sisters to the recent popularity of  
Boy Bands. We will listen to recordings and watch 
videos as we explore the history of singing groups. 
Class discussions will include the development of  
Doo-Wop (that enduring sound of the ’50s) and a 
trip down the harmony highway with the Manhattan 
Transfer, The Four Freshmen, and popular Motown 
vocal groups. Don’t be surprised if you find yourself  
singing and harmonizing with your favorites!  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-77 WORLD LEADERS’ SECRET 
ILLNESSES EFFECT ON HISTORY, POLITICS, 
AND WARS
Thursdays: 11 a.m.–12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Allan B. Schwartz
This course will examine world leaders and what 
influences their secret illnesses had on history, 
politics, and wars. Course discussions will include 
Joe McCarthy, Indira Gandhi, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
Antonin Scalia, Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. 
Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, and Ronald Reagan. 
Other discussions to include U.S. Senate Hearings 
and Meetings; Civil Rights; the U.S. Army; Supreme 
Court liberals vs. conservatives; India vs. Pakistan; 
the Indian Congress; the Indian rupee; World War II; 
Korea; Vietnam; the Cuban Missile Crisis; Communism; 
Russia and the Cold War; and the Berlin Wall. 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.
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W19-91 THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT 
TO 1967
Friday: 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. 
1 Session: Feb. 15 

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Steven Derfler
The state of Israel became a reality in 1948.  Finally, 
after 2,500 years of spiritual Zionism and about 55 
years after the advent of political Zionism, a state 
was reborn in the ancient homeland of the Jewish 
people. Yet this homeland was to be re-established 
on a “twice-promised land.” Palestinian and Arab 
nationalisms were also promised self-determination  
by the British during World War I. In this course, 
we trace the roots of an age-old conflict, explore 
nationalistic movements in the region, and analyze 
Israel’s struggle to survive amidst seemingly 
overwhelming odds culminating in the 1967 war  
that would change the shape of the Middle East.  
Silver Member: $109; Gold Member: $98.

 
 
W19-92 LIFELONG LEARNING TIME SIFTERS 
IN-DEPTH SERIES: THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 
Friday: 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
1 Session: Jan. 25

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Steven Derfler
The rediscovery of the biblical world has included 
some of the most exciting archaeological discoveries 
made in the 20th century. The finding of a series 
of scrolls (that were hidden in caves along the 
northwest corner of the Dead Sea) dated to the 3rd 
century BCE-1st century CE perhaps tops the list of 
discoveries regarding their impact on both Judaism 
and Christianity.

Although it has been well over half a century since the 
initial acquisition of the scrolls in the winter of 1946-
1947, the intrigue, impact, and excitement of their 
discovery have not abated.

An aura of mystery and intrigue stills surrounds them, 
as they tell of a unique way of life in the Judean 
Desert; a spirituality of piety and purity under the 
harshest conditions; a dream of leading Israel into a 
new age of holiness on earth...and of course, a treasure 
hunt of immense proportion (in that day). 

Join us as we examine four key areas: discovery 
of the Dead Sea scrolls; the archaeology of the 
scrolls community; the secular scrolls and life of the 
community; and the biblical scrolls and the nature of 
the Bible. Silver Member: $109; Gold Member: $98.

W19-SCF-95 HISTORY OF THE HUMAN 
EXPERIENCE: THE RENAISSANCE
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.   
6 Sessions: Feb. 7-Feb. 28 (Note: No Class: Feb. 12) 
OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

Steven Derfler
From the 14th to the 17th century, the Renaissance 
was regarded as the cultural bridge between the 
Romanesque/Gothic Age and modern history. The 
Renaissance started as a cultural movement in Italy 
during the Gothic Age and later spread to the rest of 
Europe, thus marking the beginning of the Modern 
Age. The Renaissance signified a new age of humanism, 
disputation, and dialog and ushered in a new era of art, 
architecture, politics, science, and literature. We will 
examine why this era was crucial in bridging the gap 
between the Middle Ages and modern-day civilization. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-SCF-99 THE BYZANTINE WORLD
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m. 
6 Sessions: Feb. 7-Feb. 28 (Note: No Class: Feb. 12)
OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

Steven Derfler
Rome’s influence in the Mediterranean Basin began to 
wane at the start of the 4th century CE. The Byzantine 
Empire was founded when the capital of the Roman 
Empire was transferred from Rome to Constantinople. 
In 330 CE, Constantine moved the seat of the empire 
to Constantinople, which he founded as a second 
Rome on the site of Byzantium, a city well-positioned 
astride the trade routes between the East and West. 
It existed in the eastern Mediterranean area until the 
15th century when it fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. 
Join us for an examination of the cultural and political 
importance of the once-great Byzantine Empire. 
Silver Member: $85; Gold Member: $76.50.

H I S T O R Y  (con’t)



45www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org    |    941-309-5111    |    OLLI@Ringling.edu

C L A S S E S   |   H I S T O R Y   |   L A N G U A G E S

W19-SCF-97 SIX CONTROVERSIAL 
PRESIDENTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
6 sessions: Jan. 17-Feb. 21

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

Robert Brent Toplin
Our studies will draw attention to the character and 
leadership of Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, 
and Ronald Reagan. We’ll investigate their upbringing, 
early life experiences, and personality formation. 
Central to our discussion will be an examination  
of psychological factors, which may help us 
understand why these leaders thought and acted  
as they did. We will also focus on a few major  
crises during their presidencies. These “test  
cases” will illustrate the controversial nature of  
the presidents’ decision making.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19 SCF-103 MEDICAL ILLNESSES 
OF THE U.S. PRESIDENTS
Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 24-Feb. 28

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

Gene Ginsberg
This course will cover the medical illnesses of every U.S. 
president and how their illnesses impacted our history. 
Particular emphasis will be placed on the case histories 
of FDR, Wilson, and Lincoln. We will also discuss 
medical illness trends among the presidents (i.e., those 
with cancer, heart disease, the average age of death, 
etc.), the 25th Amendment and presidential succession, 
and the physicians who indirectly influenced world 
events. Presidents and their medical illnesses are just 
the tips of the proverbial iceberg; there are also  
cover-ups and secret illnesses. Join us for the facts and 
some trivia. Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81. 

W19-SCF-104 LIFE IN THE ARAB COUNTRIES
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.  
7 Sessions: Jan. 17-Feb. 28

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

James Aaron
This course will explain the religious, economic, and 
historical influences shaping the modern Arab Middle 
East. Class discussions will focus on social and political 
practices such as marriage, family, language, veiling, 
and civil rights. We will explore how and why Arab 
countries embrace Islam as a religion and a way of life. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

W19-61 BEGINNERS’ HEBREW, PART I
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Susie Konicov
Learn to read and write Hebrew without stress.  
This class is for beginners and those who have  
learned Hebrew in the past but have forgotten  
it. You will study the alphabet and begin reading  
and writing Hebrew words in the first few lessons. 
Primer books will be available (from the instructor)  
at the first session for $6 each. This course is  
easy to follow and, most of all, it will be fun.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-66 CONVERSATIONAL ITALIAN
Thursdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Simona Bai
This course is a basic introduction to Italian. Students 
will learn the alphabet, numbers, greetings, common 
Italian phrases, and much more. Each week, students 
will build on lessons from the previous session by 
adding words and phrases to their vocabulary and by 
practicing their pronunciation skills. Students will start 
to get a sense of the Italian language and grammar, 
and the casual class atmosphere will help them gain 
confidence in communicating with others.
Anyone with a basic knowledge of Italian or no 
knowledge of the language is welcome to attend. 
The textbook for the course is “Italian Now! Level 1: 
L’Italiano d’oggi!” (Second Edition) by Marcel Danesi 
Ph.D.; check local bookstores or online vendors.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

H I S T O R Y  (con’t)
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NEW W19-23 BOCCACCIO’S DECAMERON
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 29-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Stuart McDougal and L. Davis Hammond
The year is 1348, and 10 Florentines (seven women 
and three men) have fled from the city to escape the 
plague. They pass the time telling stories, and the 
result is what one critic has called “an inexhaustibly 
rich, late medieval feast of narrative cunning, bawdy 
humor, and sly wit…a celebration of the sheer  
pleasure of being alive.” We will read a selection of 
tales from Wayne A. Rebhorn’s translation of the 
complete Decameron (Norton paperback edition). 
Be prepared to discuss the Preface and Day 1, 
Introduction (pp. 1-23) during the first session.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
NEW W19-39 DIRTY REALISM AND 
CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN FICTION
Tuesdays: 1-3 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Phillip Buck
Dirty Realism emerged in the early 1980s. Early 
practitioners of this genre, writers like Raymond  
Carver and Tobias Wolff, chose to focus on 
unremarkable characters living ordinary lives, 
characters often ignored by the literary elite.  
Their writing styles varied, but they were unified in 
their use of sparse prose and direct description and 
in their attention to the individual and to the region. 
This once-declining movement has found new life in 
the recent work of Junot Diaz, Richard Ford, Cormac 
McCarthy, and Annie Proulx. Course readings will 
include: “The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,”  
Diaz; “Canada,” Ford; “All the Pretty Horses,” 
McCarthy; and “The Wyoming Stories,” Proulx.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

W R I T I N G NEW W19-82 RETELLING FAIRY TALES: 
GRIMMS FOR GROWN-UP GIRLS
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Joanne Martin
Has your Prince Charming turned into a frog?  
Are you wondering what happened to the “happily 
ever after” part? Are fairy tales just for children, or  
can adults learn too? Each week we will read a 
different fairy tale and, through our writing, explore  
its relevance to our own lives. As we do, we will 
consider the seasons of a woman’s life, and the 
various ages and stages of women’s transformation. 
Participants will learn more about themselves as  
they complete brief writing assignments based on 
each of the fairy tales. Check reading assignments 
online at www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org  
under “Course Materials.”  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50

 
 
W19-08 SHORT STORIES: THE GEMS 
OF LITERATURE 
Mondays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 14-Mar. 4 (No Class on Jan. 21; Holiday)
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Diane Browne-Sterdt   
Course Fee for 7 Sessions: Silver Member: $90;  
Gold Member: $81.

OR

W19-50 SHORT STORIES: THE GEMS 
OF LITERATURE 

Wednesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Diane Browne-Sterdt 
Well-written short stories are the gems of literature— 
small powerhouses of compelling characters, moral 
imperatives, and psychological richness. They draw the 
reader right in and deliver a jolt, quietly or dramatically, 
at their conclusions. Classics and contemporary stories 
will be discussed. The proximity of despair and joy, 
the vulnerability and power of women, the search for 
inner freedom in men, and the mystery and beauty of 
ordinary lives will all be explored in our story analyses.   
Course Fee for 8 Sessions: Silver Member: $95;  
Gold Member: $85.50.

L I T E R AT U R E
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NEW W19-09 JANE AUSTEN: PERSUASION 
AND MANSFIELD PARK
Mondays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 28-Mar. 4
Martha Hill
Jane Austen’s works are deservedly both popular  
and esteemed. Her works resonate with modern 
readers in spite of the length of time that they have 
existed, two of them are now 200 years old. In this 
class, we will read and discuss “Mansfield Park”  
and her last book, “Persuasion.”  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-15 RUSSIAN LITERATURE: SHORT 
FICTION MASTERPIECES
Mondays: 1-2:20 p.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 14-Mar. 4 (No Class on Jan. 21; Holiday)
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Lawrence DeMilner
In this class, we will read and discuss short fiction 
masterpieces by the greatest writers of the 19th and 
first half of the 20th centuries: Turgenev, Dostoyevski, 
Tolstoy, Chekhov, Gorki, Babel, and Solzhenitsyn. 
This course is a sequel to one given in 2015, 2016, and 
2018, with all new selections. We will explore one or 
two stories per week of literature — enough to last 
a lifetime. Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-25 GREAT BOOKS
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Charles Sprandel
Method: Shared inquiry discussion allows everyone to 
read and enjoy great works of literature. Discussion is 
based on the text at hand and only that text. 
Material: The text is from “The Great Books Reading 
& Discussion Program,” Second Series, Vols. 1 and 2, 
and can be purchased online at Amazon or The Great 
Books Foundation bookstore. 
Assignment: For the first class, please read, “Crito”  
by Plato. In addition, we will read: John Dewey,  

“The Virtues;” Euripides, “Iphigenia at Aulis;”  
Aristotle, “Politics;” Fyodor Dostoevsky, “Notes  
from the Underground;” Exodus from the Bible; 
Thomas Hobbes, “Origin of Government;”  
and Herman Melville, “Billy Budd, Sailor.”  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

W19-53 SPIRITUAL AND MORAL ISSUES IN 
MODERN FICTION
Wednesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

John G. Parks
As serious literature, good stories offer what Matthew 
Arnold called a “criticism of life.” As such, stories 
invite readers to a reflection upon our condition in the 
world. This often entails grappling with spiritual and 
moral issues such as innocence and guilt, loyalty and 
betrayal, choice and fate, meaning and emptiness, and 
hope and despair. Our exploration will be prompted by 
reading stories by Nathaniel Hawthorne, Albert Camus, 
Grahame Greene, James Baldwin, Joy Williams, Robin 
Black, among others. We may find that these stories 
offer a diagnosis of our condition and a challenge to  
our beliefs. Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-58 WHO’S AFRAID OF MODERN POETRY?
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Lawrence DeMilner
T.S. Elliot once said, “modern poetry is supposed  
to be difficult.” He certainly tried. Nevertheless, several 
of his works became touchstones of 20th-century 
poetry and are read by almost everyone. We will  
take a look at a couple of difficult ones just to see  
what they are made of. But mainly we will read  
works by some of the 20th century’s most notable 
writers whose poems are engaging and accessible, 
whose aim is to take the top of your head off,  
to transport you to a new place. All new poems  
will be online at www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org  
under “Course Materials.” 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-83 PLAYREADING: 
THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE
Thursdays 1-2:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Ronni Miller
In this course, students will read and understand the 
universality of the human experience through the eyes 
of the playwright. We will read several one-act plays by 
playwrights who also use their own life experiences as 
material for their work in the collection “Plays in One 
Act” edited by Daniel Halpern. The first play to be read 
is “Naomi in the Living Room” by Christopher Durang. 
We will also read “The Heidi Chronicles” by Wendy 
Wasserstein. Students will participate in reading parts 
as a way to further understand the play. The texts  
are available online or from local bookstores.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.
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NEW W19-12 THE SYMPHONIC LIFE — INSIDE 
THE REPERTOIRE
Mondays: 11 a.m.-1 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
6 Sessions: Jan. 28-Mar. 4

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Michael McClelland, George Nickson, Sean O’Neil, Betsy Traba, 
and Justin Vibbard
A new installment in the Symphonic Life series, 
this course and will focus on orchestral repertoire 
from the Baroque period to the present day. Five 
professional musicians from the Sarasota Orchestra 
delve into music from the Baroque, Classical, Romantic, 
Impressionist, and Contemporary periods of music 
history. Learn the history of many of the repertoire’s 
most beloved and enduring works and get special 
recommendations on works you should know. No 
previous knowledge of classical music required. 
Sponsored by the Sarasota Orchestra.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
NEW W19-34 THE MUSIC OF WAGNER’S 
RING CYCLE, PART 1
Tuesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Albert Cohen
In Wagner’s epic “Ring Cycle,” he uses recurring 
themes to denote people, places, emotions, etc.  
In this course, we will learn these themes and see  
how they are used by viewing excerpts from the  
first two operas for the four-opera cycle.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
NEW W19-59 SHINING HORNS: 
THE LEGACY OF THE GREAT JAZZ BRASS 
AND REED PLAYERS
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 23-Feb. 27

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Henry Ettman
Taking a cue from genealogy, we will trace the lineage 
of the acclaimed major horn stylists of jazz, from 
their source to the young rising stars of today. Each 
class will focus on a particular instrument: trumpet, 
trombone, soprano/tenor sax, alto sax, clarinet, and 
other reed instruments. Through archival video/
musical presentations and lively discussion, we 
will illuminate the elements of jazz style and life 
of the greats and those who followed. No musical 
background is needed to enjoy this course. Just bring 
a love of music and a desire to know more about jazz.
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

W19-05 WAR & MUSIC 
Mondays: 9-10:45 a.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
4 Sessions: Jan. 28-Feb. 18

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Justin Vibbard
A myriad of factors and geopolitical events can 
influence and affect an artist or an entire art form,  
but perhaps none more so than war and political  
strife. Over four weeks, we will explore several of  
the composers and musical styles most affected  
by conflict in the 20th century, often considered  
one of the bloodiest and cruelest centuries in history. 
Whether it’s American populism, the serialism of  
the Austro-Germans, music for Soviet propaganda,  
or the development of American Ballet, find out  
how the harrowing 20th century conflicts led to  
some of the most popular and controversial 
compositions in the history of classical music.  
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

 
 
W19-06 EVOLUTION OF JAZZ: PART I
Mondays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 14-Mar. 4 (No Class on Jan. 21; Holiday)
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Martin Adams
At the dawn of the 20th century, the musical cultures 
of two continents collided and fused on a third 
continent (North America), becoming “jazz.” We will 
explore the roots of America’s indigenous art form 
from its genesis to flowering into 1920s “Jazz Era,” and 
the 1930s “Swing Era.” We will use the recordings and 
live film footage to hear and enjoy the music of the 
men and women who created this unique American art 
form and include some backward looking perspective 
from where jazz has evolved to today.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-36 ROCK ‘N’ ROLL DIDN’T DESTROY 
THEM ALL!
Tuesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Tony Moon
When rock ‘n’ roll arrived in 1953-1954, it changed 
American Pop music forever. Big Bands, singers, 
songwriters, and music publishers were in a real 
quandary—“What do we do now with this teenage 
phenomenon? Our careers are finished!” Oh, but wait! 
In this class, you will discover that many “old school” 
performers and songwriters continued their popularity 
during this great music transition. Join us for a 
compelling look at how musical success can be found 
in many forms, and find out who survived rock ‘n’ roll. 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

M U S I C  A P P R E C I AT I O N
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W19-70 LISTENING TO JAZZ
Thursdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 31-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Harry Miedema
Jazz is composition without an eraser. Jazz players 
create on the spot. Can we learn to hear how they 
construct their solos? Through examples and 
demonstrations, we will learn to appreciate this 
art form more deeply and understand how solos 
are constructed. No musical experience is required. 
Questions and discussion will be encouraged as we  
put the secrets of jazz performance in the spotlight.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-WPP-106 THE VIOLIN
Thursdays: 1-2 p.m.
5 Sessions: Jan. 17-Feb. 14

WESTMINSTER POINT PLEASANT 

DaVid Pineda-Huezo
You may have assumed that the violin was invented by 
Italians, but in this course, you’ll learn that its origins 
lie at least as far back as ancient Egypt. We’ll trace 
its development into the modern violin born in the 
16th century in the territories that are now Germany, 
Austria, and Northern Italy, and look at the changes it 
has undergone. Identifying the violin only with classical 
music ignores much of its history. We’ll consider its 
vast musical repertoire representing many cultures. 
We’ll also discuss how, over the years, instruments 
in the violin family were fabricated, the science their 
creators employed, and how they evolved in response 
to performers’ virtuosic demands. Finally, we’ll  
address instruments as assets—how they are  
valued and how their provenance is documented. 
Silver Member: $85; Gold Member: $76.50.

W19-47 PARTNERS WITH OUR PLANET: 
JEWISH TRADITION AND THE ENVIRONMENT
Wednesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
5 Sessions: Feb. 6-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Susan Spector
To whom does this world belong? Are we “owners”  
or “guardians”? How do we strike a balance
between preservation and progress? How does  
Jewish law differ in attitude from modern civil law  
in regard to pollution and damages? Is there a  
concern for the animal world? What can you do for 

“Tikkun Olam” (Repair of the World)? What issues 
concern you regarding our environment? Each  
session will focus on a different concept as we 
examine ancient texts (in English translation)  
and compare what our sages taught with the 
challenges we face in today’s environment.  
Silver Member: $85; Gold Member: $76.50.

P H I L O S O P H Y  
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W19-14 THE MIND BODY CONNECTION
Mondays: 1-2:20 p.m.
4 Sessions: Feb. 11-Mar. 4

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Herbert Cohen 
Many things in life can negatively impact us. Our 
bodies respond to how we think, feel, and act in 
reaction to these stressors. This impact is often 
referred to as the mind-body connection. This course 
will explore how influences such as family, peer and 
group interactions, and loss can lead to emotional and 
physical problems, such as anxiety, cardiovascular 
disease, and fatigue. Learn how to achieve a healthy 
balance between your emotional and physical  
health by managing your emotions.  
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

 
 
W19-37 WISDOM OF THE ENNEAGRAM I; 
WISDOM OF THE ENNEAGRAM II
Tuesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Mark Stuart
The Wisdom of the Enneagram goes way beyond 
just understanding our personality types. Once we 
understand the concepts of personality typing, 
this information helps us make a clearer connection 
between our personality types and our “essence” 
and aspects of our non-dual self. Through exercises, 
activities, and discussions, the course will help us 
see through the veils of personality structures 
and how personality limits our “experience” 
and contracts our qualities of “being.” 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

W19-85 THE ODYSSEY—A JOURNEY INTO 
AND BEYOND SELF
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Barbara Shocket and David Eisner
Composed over 2,500 years ago, but still vibrantly 
relevant, “The Odyssey” by Homer tells a deeply 
personal story of challenge, love, battle, and survival 
under the most exacting of circumstances. Take this 
profound journey with Odysseus and experience his 
relationship with the gods, the fates that stalk him,  
and the many powerful adversaries and alien  
creatures he encounters. We will unravel modern  
social and psychological symbolism as we follow 
Odysseus on his arduous journey home. True to the 
spirit of Homer, we will read this classic interactively. 
The text for this course is Robert Fitzgerald’s 
translation of Homer’s “The Odyssey.”  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-93 THE DREAM BELONGS 
TO THE DREAMER
Friday: 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
1 Session: Feb. 1

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Velva Lee Heraty
Dreams can be confusing. Have you ever wondered 
what your dreams mean? In this unique course, taught 
around the world, you will be guided through a hands-
on, step-by-step process to learn about the mystery 
of dreams. You will be introduced to innovative 
techniques and exercises that simplify the process. 
You will also learn about proven dream theories and 
an exciting new dream method designed to get to 
the heart of any dream. This interactive class includes 
large and small-group exercises that are challenging 
and fun. Handouts will be available as well as the 
optional reference book, “The Dream Belongs to the 
Dreamer,” which will be available for purchase in class. 
Silver Member: $109; Gold Member: $98.

P S Y C H O L O G Y



51www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org    |    941-309-5111    |    OLLI@Ringling.edu

C L A S S E S   |   S C I E N C E

NEW W19-07 AQUACULTURE: 
THE BLUE REVOLUTION
Mondays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 14-Mar. 4 (No Class on Jan. 21; Holiday)
TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Alex Beavers
There has been a major change in the seafood  
industry over the last 10 years. This Blue Revolution  
in aquaculture is following in the footsteps of the 
Green Revolution in agriculture of the last 60 years. 
Over 50 percent of global seafood harvests now 
come from fish farms. Over 90 percent of the seafood 
consumed in the U.S. is imported. Over 70 percent  
of farmed fish products come from Asia. This course 
will be a journey touching on what has happened in 
the seafood industry, where the industry is going,  
and what the U.S. needs to do in the future.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
NEW W19-81 EXPLORING THE SOLAR 
SYSTEM—AND BEYOND
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
3 Sessions: Feb. 14-Feb. 28

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

James Livingston
Our exploration of the Space Age will begin with  
the early rocket pioneers, Robert Goddard and 
Wernher von Braun and his World War II V-2 rockets. 
Next, we will look at the Space Race to the moon, 
from Sputnik to the Apollo project. NASA and other 
agencies have sent numerous ships into space, 
exploring the planets, moons, asteroids, and comets  
in our solar system. Finally, we will discuss the  
search for exoplanets, planets beyond our solar 
system. But until “Star Trek’s” warp drive is  
developed, these studies will be conducted by 
telescopes, not spaceships. Recommended  
resources for the course are “Solar System” by  
Marcus Chown and “Destination Mars” by Rod Pyle.  
Silver Member: $60; Gold Member: $54.

NEW W19-57 TALES OF THE UNIVERSE
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
4 Sessions: Jan. 16-Feb. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Robert Bahm
Interested in science? Curious about the cosmos? 
Join us as we explore some remarkable stories and 
features of our universe. We will look at its infancy—
the first three minutes after the Big Bang that shaped 
everything that exists today; the life cycle of stars 
from birth to death, including supernovas; the four 
fundamental forces that drive everything; and the 
mystery that is dark matter and dark energy. 
Although we’ll go deep into the material, there will 
be no math, just plain English and easy to follow 
explanations. Think Nova, not science class. 
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

 
 
NEW W19-64 UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACTS 
OF ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 p.m. 
4 Sessions: Feb. 13-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Robert Yamartino
Scientists have estimated pollution impacts for 
over 100 years: beginning with the Industrial Age 
building of smokestacks and use of chlorine gas in 
World War I. This course will emphasize methods for 
assessing such impacts, ranging from simple estimates 
to sophisticated 4-D global simulations. Basic 
mechanisms of atmospheric pollution transport will be 
reviewed employing basic “book-keeping” arithmetic 
and diagrams. We’ll also discuss chemistry issues 
that are essential when modeling ozone or aerosols. 
Modeling climate change invokes these mechanisms 
plus others, including tipping-point phenomena, in 
global simulations that might span 100,000-plus years. 
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

 
 
W19-41 FLAT, HUMID, AND HURRICANES - 
LET’S MOVE TO FLORIDA
Wednesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Richard Gelpke
Ever wonder why Florida “sticks out” unlike any other 
part of the U.S. (except for Alaska) or why sinkholes 
form, or how the Florida Keys came to be or  
why Lake Okeechobee is sending “guacamole” to 
Stuart? There’s a lot to discover when it comes  
to the atmosphere, water sphere, and land sphere.  
These three ‘spheres’ will form the broad base  
of our discussion, but with a focus on how these  
forces relate to Florida and the Gulf Coast region. 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

S C I E N C E
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W19-69 CLIMATE CHANGE: LOCAL IMPACTS 
AND LOCAL ADAPTATION
Thursdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 24-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Jack Merriam
What are climate change predictors—those that 
affect our natural and man-made environment? In 
this course, we will discuss how climate change and 
bay-level rise are impacting our area and what we 
can expect in the future. Each week, we will examine 
a different topic including storm surge implications, 
pollution sources, biological indicators (seagrass, red 
tide, fish, mangroves, and other living shorelines), local 
economics, and adaptation techniques. After each 
class, there will be an optional field trip where students 
can see firsthand the conditions and adaptation 
techniques being used to protect the bay and us. 
Students will pay any admission fees.
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-SCF-98 HOW FOOD BECOMES YOU:  
AN ADVENTURE IN HUMAN BIOLOGY
Tuesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m. 
5 Sessions: Jan. 29-Feb. 26

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, 
LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

Joe Kerata
You’ve heard the axiom, “we are what we eat,” but 
how exactly do steaks, veggies, and ice cream become 
us? You don’t have to be a scientist to enjoy exploring 
human biology from a different perspective — from  
the molecular to the global level. Discover the 
differences between carbohydrates, fats, and proteins. 
See how we digest and assimilate these foods. Find out 
how cells burn them for fuel and how DNA can change 
them into our own muscle, bones, and skin. Finally, 
learn how the delicate balance of nature is ultimately 
dependent on the nutritional interrelationships present 
in every ecosystem on earth.  
Silver Member: $85; Gold Member: $76.50.

NEW W19-AMI-108 SCIENCE MONDAYS
Mondays: 1-2:30 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
7 Sessions: Jan. 21-Mar. 4

THE CENTER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Moderator: Sanchia Adye
Science Mondays return to Anna Maria Island.  
Join in as we explore the world around us—from  
outer space to our home planet. We’ll learn about  
our brains and our body systems, and we’ll take  
a look at how great minds came up with astonishing, 
yet simple ideas in science. Don’t miss this opportunity 
to hear from these dynamic and expert presenters.  
Note: Full topic description on p. 56   
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81. 
• Jan. 21: “Fear and Stress” with Alan Grindal
• Jan. 28: “What is Food?” with Joe Kerata
• Feb 4: “Physics for the Layman: From Flat Earth to 

Newton” with Steve Sandler
• Feb. 11: “How Your Food Becomes You”  

with Joe Kerata
• Feb. 18: “Physics for the Layman: Einstein’s Theory  

of Relativity” with Steve Sandler
• Feb. 25: “Black Holes: Hawking’s Radiation and 

Einstein’s Waves” with Jeff Rodgers 
• Mar. 4: “You Are in the Universe, and the Universe  

is in You” with Jeff Rodgers

S C I E N C E  (con’t)
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W19-11 IPAD PHOTO MANAGEMENT,  
PHOTO BOOKS, AND VIDEOS 
Mondays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 28-Mar. 4

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Gayle Yaverbaum
The iPad is a fabulous tool that may be used to 
manage photos and videos, preserving precious 
memories. In this course, you will learn basic iPad 
photo editing techniques, how to manage photos and 
create hardcover books from them. You will also learn 
how to integrate photos and videos for professional 
looking presentations. Active involvement and  
hands-on practice will help you retain techniques 
learned. Students must be familiar with iPad basics 
and bring their iPad to class (fully charged) in  
order to apply features and enjoy the interactive  
and applied nature of this course.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-19 ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE: 
GOOD OR EVIL?
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Alex Beavers
The layers of sensationalized hype surrounding 
Artificial Intelligence will be peeled back to explore 
why we should embrace it rather than fear it. Now an 
umbrella term, Artificial Intelligence includes subjects 
such as robotics, deep learning machines, expert 
systems, neural nets, and big data analytics. Despite 
scary headlines about future job elimination and 
domination by robot overlords, these technologies 
really offer an as yet unrealized upside potential in the 
improvement of our economic and physical well-being. 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.
 

W19-26 OUR UNIVERSE: THE MORE WE 
LEARN, THE STRANGER IT GETS
Tuesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Alex Beavers
Major discoveries in astronomy and physics over the 
last several decades have caused scientists to rethink 
how the cosmos really works. It seemed Newton 
explained things very well for the human scale.  
Then Einstein redefined space, time, and gravity for 
the scale of the universe. Then along came quantum 
mechanics that redefined matter at the subatomic 
scale. In recent years, we have learned that 95 percent 
of the universe is made of stuff (“dark energy”  
and “dark matter”) about which no one has a clue.  
Our universe is becoming “curiouser and curiouser”  
as Alice in Wonderland might say!  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-29 IPHONE FOR BEGINNERS
Tuesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 15-Mar. 5

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Alan Freedman
Starting with the basics, you’ll learn to set up your 
iPhone and then move on to add dozens of skills to 
make your iPhone experience truly amazing. We’ll 
cover everything from making and receiving phone 
calls, sending and receiving emails, taking pictures, 
searching the Internet, keeping a calendar and 
contact list, and instant messaging. We’ll introduce 
free applications (“apps”) that will open a world of 
information and fun and explore shortcuts and tips 
that will make using the iPhone a pleasure.  
You’ll start this class a beginner, but you’ll leave a  
pro...and have great fun along the way!  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

T E C H N O L O G Y
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W19-74 IPHONE PHOTOGRAPHY
Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
7 sessions Jan. 24-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Alan Freedman
It’s said that the best camera in the world is the 
one you have with you. With your iPhone in your 
pocket or purse, you’ll never miss those once-in-a-
lifetime photo opportunities or the chance to capture 
a family or vacation memory. In this class, you’ll 
learn how to compose and take extraordinarily good 
pictures and videos, edit them to perfection and 
store them for convenient viewing and printing. No 
prior photographic experience is necessary, and only 
modest iPhone understanding is needed. Just bring 
your iPhone and an interest in learning how to use the 
remarkable photographic tool you carry every day! 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

 
 
W19-46 A BEGINNERS’ GUIDE TO USING 
AN ANDROID SMARTPHONE 
Wednesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 16-Feb. 20

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Ronni Loundy
Find out how to use your Android-based smartphone 
to do more than just make calls. This course will teach 
you how to best use your phone to send texts and 
emails. You will learn how to choose and download 
new applications (“apps”), insert images into 
documents, customize the way your phone looks, and 
use your calendar. By the end of the course, you will 
be able to connect the contacts and calendar on your 
phone to your Windows-based computer. Students 
must bring their Android phone to class fully charged. 
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.
 
 

NEW W19-94 TECH DAY     

Friday: 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
1 Session: Feb. 8     

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Alex Beavers, Didier Beget, Alan Freedman, Ronni Loundy,  
John Rixse, Gayle Yaverbaum 

Come prepared to have fun, exchange ideas, and get 
excited about current and future technologies. Hear 
about the risks and rewards of this fast-changing 
world, and learn how you can both protect yourself 
and benefit from the changes. In addition, many topics 
will provide hands-on guidance to make technology an 
even more useful tool in your everyday life. 
A fascinating plenary session is followed by morning 
and afternoon breakout sessions on a wide range 
of topics to suit every interest. You can choose to 
attend several topics in the morning, and others in 
the afternoon. Some topics will be repeated to ensure 
that you can take advantage of as many choices as 
possible. Note: Agenda and full topic description  
on pp. 16-17 Silver Member/General Admission: $109;  
Gold Member: $98. 

• “The Artificial Intelligence Revolution”  
with Alex Beavers

• “Cybersecurity Issues...The Threat” with John Rixse
• “Cybersecurity Issues...Your Personal Solutions” 

with Alan Freedman
• “Best Practices for Windows Users” 

with Didier Beget
• “iPhone Photography” with Alan Freedman
• “Apps for This and for That” with Ronni Loundy  

and Gayle Yaverbaum
• “Technology Fusion in Art and Design”  

with Alex Beavers
• “Traveling Made Easy with Technology”  

with Ronni Loundy
• “Creating Slideshows and Memory Books Using 

Apple’s Photo Library” with Gayle Yaverbaum

C L A S S E S   |   S C I E N C E   |   T E C H N O L O G Y   |   T R AV E L  &  C U LT U R EC L A S S E S   |   T E C H N O L O G Y 

T E C H N O L O G Y  (con’t)
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W19-43 EXPLORING GLOBAL CULTURAL 
DIFFERENCES THROUGH A TRAVEL 
WRITER’S EYES 

Wednesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 16-Mar. 6  

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Garry Grossman
Travel writers describe popular, exotic foreign 
destinations and serve as detectives, historians, 
and anthropologists as well when they bring us 
unique insights into our own culture. Transport 
yourself beyond in this stimulating seminar  
(one article each week). Some provocative articles 
we’ll review include: a first-person trekking account 
of dramatic changes in Greenland’s biosystem and 
topography from receding glaciers; and the  
popularity of facial cosmetic surgery in S. Korea as 
a surprising legacy of the Korean War with deeper 
historical roots in Korea. Note: The text for the  
course is “The Best American Travel Writing 2018”  
editors Cheryl Strayed and Jason Wilson. 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
NEW W19-90 THREE GREAT ITALIAN CITIES: 
FLORENCE, SIENA, VERONA
Fridays: 10 a.m.-12 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)  
4 Sessions: Jan. 18-Feb. 8

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Joanne Desmond
Full of history and great art, lovely piazzas for dining 
or sipping wine under the stars — Florence, Siena, 
Verona are the “don’t-miss” cities of Italy! A veteran 
travel writer shows you what to see and do in each of 
these world-famous cities. You’ll also get insider tips 
on places to stay, where to enjoy a drink or dinner,  
and even what to order…or not. You’ll also learn the 
do’s and don’ts and practicalities of getting  
around comfortably and safely with special  
emphasis on travelers 55-plus. These cities are all 
relatively close, making travel connections by bus, 
train, or car, fast and easy. Whether you’re planning  
a trip or just enjoy armchair travel, this course  
will be entertaining and unforgettable.  
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

W19-75 MEMOIR WRITING PLUS
Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Ronni Miller
Memoir Plus is a hands-on writing workshop using  
the raw material of one’s own life to write fact or 
fiction stories. Documenting and expressing these 
stories is a way to understand our own lives better. 
Motivational exercises from the Write It Out  
program include in-class warm-up exercises and 
spontaneous writing activities that stimulate feelings, 
memories, and experiences. Assignments suggested 
on the syllabus are geared to these exercises and  
allow for individual interpretation and creativity.  
The fun of sharing stories in a nurturing environment  
promotes pleasure and recognition.  
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-67 WRITERS’ WORKSHOP
Thursdays: 9 a.m.-12 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
8 Sessions: Jan. 17-Mar. 7

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

William Andrews and Helga Harris
For over 20 years, the Writers’ Workshop has been 
home to hundreds of aspiring authors, from
novices to a few published individuals. The format  
is simple: students bring 18 copies of their
finished or in-progress work to share with the class. 
Those who read on a given day have 20 minutes—
ideally, 10 minutes of reading and then 10 minutes of 
critiquing by the facilitators and other class members. 
The responses are always positive and are valuable to 
others even when they are not to the reader. This is a 

“no fears” class, and all levels of writers are welcome! 
Silver Member: $95; Gold Member: $85.50.

 
 
W19-40 IMPROVE YOUR WRITING 
WITH FENG SHUI
Wednesdays: 9-10:20 a.m.
4 Sessions: Feb. 13-Mar. 6

TEMPLE BETH SHOLOM

Gail Condrick
Infuse your writing style with the power of the ancient 
art of Feng Shui. Apply the wisdom of the elements of 
earth, fire, water, wood, and metal to your writing style 
as you add new energy and creativity. First, you will 
determine the element that is “you”—does your writing 
bring the passion of fire, flow like water, or offer earth 
stability, the precision of metal, or the growth of 
wood? Then you will learn how to apply that wisdom 
and balance to your work. This course is designed for 
writers of all genres, and no experience is necessary. 
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

T R AV E L W R I T I N G
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L E C T U R E
 
REPLICATING NATURE 
—A DIFFICULT CHALLENGE
1-2:30 p.m.   •   Wed. Jan. 30

ANNA MARIA ISLAND LIBRARY
5701 MARINA DRIVE, HOLMES BEACH 

Jim Vartuli
Mankind can learn a lot by observing nature. Nature has been 
evolving over more than a billion years constantly optimizing 
a more efficient living organism. By mimicking nature, we 
can find more effective methods that greatly enhance our life 
style. The presentation will cover how mankind has tried to 
replicate nature in two main areas — structures and surfaces.  
We will discuss how plants, animals, and even insects, have 
helped solve some of our structural and surface challenges. 

This lecture is free and open to the public.  
No prior registration required.

  

OLLI at Ringling College: Anna Maria Island 
407 Magnolia Ave., Anna Maria Island 
 

W19-AMI-108 SCIENCE MONDAYS
Mondays: 1-2:30 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
7 Sessions: Jan. 21-Mar. 4

THE CENTER ON ANNA MARIA ISLAND

Moderator: Sanchia Adye
Science Mondays return to Anna Maria Island. Join in as  
we explore the world around us—from outer space to our 
home planet. We’ll learn about our brains and our body 
systems, and we’ll take a look at how great minds came  
up with astonishing, yet simple ideas in science. Don’t  
miss this opportunity to hear from these dynamic and  
expert presenters. Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.
 
Jan. 21: Fear and Stress with Alan Grindal
Our evolutionary biological heritage has created many 
behaviors to increase the likelihood of our personal survival. 
Human culture, however, has led to circumstances where 
such responses may actually be detrimental. In this session, 
we will discuss the origins of fear and stress and how they 
affect our lives.
   
Jan. 28: What is Food? with Joe Kerata
In this session, we will explore human biology in an 
entertaining and informative format. Discover the 
importance of carbohydrates, fats, proteins, vitamins, and 
minerals. See how the organs and glands of the digestive 
system work together to digest and assimilate these foods.

Feb 4: Physics for the Layman:  
From Flat Earth to Newton with Steve Sandler
Bring your curiosity about the laws of nature, how they 
shaped our world and the impact they have on our 
everyday activities. How great that impact is may surprise 
you! No knowledge of math or physics needed.

Feb. 11: How Your Food Becomes You with Joe Kerata
Consider this: We eat steaks, veggies, and ice cream, but 
we don’t look like steaks, veggies, and ice cream. Somehow, 
after digesting our food and getting it into our cells, it 
becomes “us.” Exactly how does the food we eat turn into 
a human person? You don’t have to be a scientist to be 
amazed as we explore this aspect of human biology.

Feb. 18: Physics for the Layman: Einstein’s Theory of 
Relativity with Steve Sandler
Join us as we explore relativity in simple terms. Learn how 
this radically changed our understanding of the universe, 
and see how it enables our GPS navigation systems.  
No math or physics needed.

Feb. 25: Black Holes: Hawking’s Radiation  
and Einstein’s Waves with Jeff Rodgers 
Black holes—the ultimate bending of space and time by 
tiny objects with incredible mass—have captured the 
imaginations of the public and physicists for generations. 
But they remain poorly understood. We’ll grapple with what 
black holes are, the bizarre ways they warp both space and 
time, and their implications for our understanding of how 
the universe works.

Mar. 4: You Are in the Universe, and the Universe  
is in You with Jeff Rodgers
Carl Sagan famously quipped: “We are a way for the 
cosmos to know itself.” Spend an afternoon at the Bishop 
Planetarium exploring what we know about the universe, 
and how the humble collection of atoms that we call 
“humans” figured it all out. NOTE: Students should  
meet at the Planetarium entrance at 201 10th St. W., 
downtown Bradenton.
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L E C T U R E S 
Lectures sponsored by Westminster Point Pleasant are free and  
open to the public. Pre-registration is required for the general public.  
Seating is limited. To register, call 941-309-5111; or go online to  
www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org

MOVIE STARS FROM THE ’50s and ’60s  
Tuesday: 1-2 p.m.   •   Jan. 22
Monroe Brett
Ingrid Bergman, Gary Cooper, Audrey Hepburn, John 
Wayne…once upon a time, they were all A-list Hollywood 
actors. They were movie stars, but by no means were  
they perfect. Perhaps it’s their imperfections that make 
them all the more interesting. Join us for a discussion  
about these film stars and their lives—the good, the bad, 
and the extraordinary. 

WHAT IS FOOD? 
Thursday: 1-2 p.m.   •   Feb. 21
Joe Kerata
In this session, we will explore human biology in an 
entertaining and informative format. Discover the 
importance of carbohydrates, fats, proteins, vitamins, and 
minerals. See how the organs and glands of the digestive 
system work together to digest and assimilate these foods.

DISCOVERY OF KING TUT’S TOMB
Tuesday: 1-2 p.m.   •   Mar. 5
Steven Derfler
One of the greatest archaeological discoveries and 
subsequent mysteries emerged on Nov. 26, 1922, when 
archaeologist Howard Carter identified the tomb of the  
New Kingdom Pharaoh, Tutankhamun. Over the next  
few years, more than 3,500 objects were excavated, along 
with his intact sarcophagus and mummy. Of 62 tombs 
discovered in “The Canyon,” as Carter called the King’s 
Valley, this was the only royal tomb fully intact, with all  
of its funerary goods. However, further analysis seemed to 
reveal a dark side—possibly an assassination. Join us  
for a discussion about the forensic evidence that offers  
new clues into the death of the boy-king.

O F F  C A M P U S  L O C AT I O N S  -  C O U R S E S  &  L E C T U R E S

WESTMINSTER POINT PLEASANT (formerly Westminster Towers & Shores)
1533 4TH Ave., W., Bradenton (For directions visit www.olliatringlingcollege.org) 

 

C O U R S E
 
W19-WPP-106 THE VIOLIN
Thursdays: 1-2 p.m.
5 Sessions: Jan. 17-Feb. 14
DaVid Pineda-Huezo
You may have assumed that the violin was invented by 
Italians, but in this course, you’ll learn that its origins 
lie at least as far back as ancient Egypt. We’ll trace its 
development into the modern violin born in the 16th 
century in the territories that are now Germany, Austria, and 
Northern Italy, and look at the changes it has undergone 
since then. Identifying the violin only with classical music 
ignores much of its history, and we’ll consider its vast 
musical repertoire representing many cultures. We’ll also 
discuss how, over the years, instruments in the violin family 
were fabricated, the science their creators employed, and 
how they evolved in response to performers’ virtuosic 
demands. Finally, we’ll address instruments as assets—how 
they are valued and how their provenance is documented.  
Silver Member: $85; Gold Member: $76.50.
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W19-SCF-97 SIX CONTROVERSIAL 
PRESIDENTS OF THE 20TH CENTURY
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
6 sessions: Jan. 17-Feb. 21
Robert Brent Toplin
Our studies will draw attention to the character and 
leadership of Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Harry Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, and 
Ronald Reagan. We’ll investigate their upbringing, early 
life experiences, and personality formation. Central to our 
discussion will be an examination of psychological factors, 
which may help us understand why these leaders thought 
and acted as they did. We will also focus on a few major 
crises during their presidencies. These “test cases”  
will illustrate the controversial nature of the presidents’ 
decision making. Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

W19-SCF-98 HOW FOOD BECOMES YOU: 
AN ADVENTURE IN HUMAN BIOLOGY
Tuesdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m. 
5 Sessions: Jan. 29-Feb. 26 
Joe Kerata
You’ve heard the axiom, “we are what we eat,” but how 
exactly do steaks, veggies, and ice cream become us? You 
don’t have to be a scientist to enjoy exploring human biology 
from a different perspective — from the molecular to the 
global level. Discover the differences between carbohydrates, 
fats, and proteins. See how we digest and assimilate these 
foods. Find out how cells burn them for fuel and how  
DNA can change them into our own muscle, bones,  
and skin. Finally, learn how the delicate balance of  
nature is ultimately dependent on the nutritional 
interrelationships present in every ecosystem on earth.  
Silver Member: $85; Gold Member: $76.50.

W19-SCF-99 THE BYZANTINE WORLD
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m. 
6 Sessions: Feb. 7-Feb. 28 (Note: No Class Feb. 12)
Steven Derfler
Rome’s influence in the Mediterranean Basin began  
to wane at the start of the 4th century CE. The Byzantine 
Empire was founded when the capital of the Roman  
Empire was transferred from Rome to Constantinople. 
In 330 CE, Constantine moved the seat of the empire to 
Constantinople, which he founded as a second Rome  
on the site of Byzantium, a city well-positioned astride  
the trade routes between the East and West. It existed  
in the eastern Mediterranean area until the 15th century 
when it fell to the Ottoman Turks in 1453. Join us for an 
examination of the cultural and political importance  
of the once-great Byzantine Empire.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

OLLI EAST (STATE COLLEGE OF FLORIDA, LAKEWOOD RANCH) 

7131 Professional Parkway E., Lakewood Ranch 
 

C O U R S E S  
W19-SCF-95 HISTORY OF THE HUMAN 
EXPERIENCE: THE RENAISSANCE
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.  
6 Sessions: Feb. 7-Feb. 28 (Note: No Class Feb. 12) 
Steven Derfler
From the 14th to the 17th century, the Renaissance was 
regarded as the cultural bridge between the Romanesque/
Gothic Age and modern history. The Renaissance started as 
a cultural movement in Italy during the Gothic Age and later 
spread to the rest of Europe, thus marking the beginning 
of the Modern Age. The Renaissance signified a new age 
of humanism, disputation, and dialog and ushered in a new 
era of art, architecture, politics, science, and literature. We 
will examine why this era was crucial in bridging the gap 
between the Middle Ages and modern-day civilization.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

W19-SCF-96 MINDFULNESS  
AS A PATH TO PEACE
Tuesdays: 11 a.m-12:20 p.m.    
7 Sessions: Jan. 15-Feb. 26 

Charles Bradt
It’s hard to read anything about stress these days  
without some mention of “mindfulness.” This course will  
introduce and expand upon the principles and practices  
of mindfulness as a pathway to a more peaceful life. 
Specific instruction in the practice of mindful meditation 
will be given, as well as related practices designed to  
relieve the anxiety that so many of us experience today. 
This how-to course is for everyone, especially those who  
tell themselves they can’t meditate. Literally, anyone can  
learn to meditate. Students in this class will develop  
tools they will be able to use anywhere, anytime.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.
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W19-SCF-103 MEDICAL ILLNESSES  
OF THE U.S. PRESIDENTS
Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
6 Sessions: Jan. 24-Feb. 28
Gene Ginsberg
This course will cover the medical illnesses of every U.S. 
president and how their illnesses impacted our history. 
Particular emphasis will be placed on the case histories 
of FDR, Wilson, and Lincoln. We will also discuss medical 
illness trends among the presidents (i.e., those with cancer, 
heart disease, the average age of death, etc.), the 25th 
Amendment and presidential succession, and the physicians 
who indirectly influenced world events. Presidents and  
their medical illnesses are just the tips of the proverbial 
iceberg; there are also cover-ups and secret illnesses.  
Join us for the facts and some trivia.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

W19-SCF-104 LIFE IN THE 
ARAB COUNTRIES
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.  
7 Sessions: Jan. 17-Feb. 28
James Aaron
This course will explain the religious, economic, and 
historical influences shaping the modern Arab Middle  
East. Class discussions will focus on social and political 
practices such as marriage, family, language, veiling,  
and civil rights. We will explore how and why Arab  
countries embrace Islam as a religion and a way of life.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

W19-SCF-105 FINANCIAL LITERACY  
FOR RETIREMENT
Thursdays: 1-2:20 p.m.
3 Sessions: Jan. 24-Feb. 7
Eric Rodriguez
How do you make sure that your money will last throughout 
retirement? This course will teach the principles that will 
ensure you don’t outlive your savings. By the end of this 
class, you should have an excellent understanding of the 
risks you face, how to preserve your investments, and how to 
create a financial plan that enables you to live your lifestyle 
comfortably and worry-free throughout retirement.  
Silver Member: $60; Gold Member: $54.

W19-SCF-100 SUCCESSFUL STRATEGIES 
FOR TODAY’S MARKET 
Tuesdays 1-2:20 p.m.   
4 Sessions: Jan. 15-Feb. 5 
Bob Latessa
This class will provide a broad look at the current state of 
today’s financial markets. We will not only address the risks 
investors face but will also outline opportunities that wealth 
managers look for when allocating portfolios. Themes to be 
discussed will include: tax-advantaged investing, investing 
for income in a low-interest-rate environment, analysis of 
investor behavior, the benefits of having a financial plan, the 
state of corporate earnings, and, of course, where to seek 
opportunities when markets are trading at all-time highs. 
Silver Member: $70; Gold Member: $63.

NEW W19-SCF-101 
MORE AMERICAN MUSICALS
Tuesdays: 1-3 p.m. (Note: Extended Class Time)
7 Sessions: Jan. 15-Feb. 26
Jordan Shifrin
You know all about Rodgers and Hammerstein, and you can 
sing the score from Phantom of the Opera, but what about 
all the others? The art form known as the Great American 
Musical has been entertaining people for decades. However, 
it is not just Rodgers and Hammerstein and Lerner and 
Lowe. You will be surprised by the vast array of composers 
and producers you may not recognize. When you think of 
musicals, does Elton John come to mind? How about Rob 
Cavallo, and Lin-Manuel Miranda? Watch, listen, and discuss 
the numerous films and shows that keep this uniquely 
American form of entertainment alive and well.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

W19-SCF-102 REVIEW OF  
THE MIDDLE EAST
Thursdays: 11 a.m.-12:20 p.m.
7 Sessions: Jan. 17-Feb. 28 
James Aaron
Today’s news abounds with reports about critical  
situations in the Middle East. This course will focus on  
the historic, economic, demographic, and religious  
aspects of the numerous conflicts occurring there.  
You will get an understanding of events as they  
unfold and the United States’ options in the region.  
Silver Member: $90; Gold Member: $81.

O F F  C A M P U S  L O C AT I O N S  -  C O U R S E S  &  L E C T U R E S
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James Aaron has a bachelor’s in finance and computer science 
from Fairleigh Dickinson University (NJ). He worked in the Middle 
East for a high-tech company and was responsible for the Middle 
East and North Africa regions. He also participated in multiple 
government initiatives, both domestic and foreign. (pp. 38, 59) 
Martin Adams began his exposure to jazz as a youth in jazz clubs in 
Manhattan, playing gigs, and running a jazz radio program during 
college. After a career in marketing with Eastman Kodak, he taught 
courses in jazz at the Rochester Institute of Technology (NY) and 
the Chautauqua Institute (NY). (p. 48) 
Jens M. Albiez is a financial advisor with United Planners Financial 
Services, Inc., and has an MBA from Cologne University, Germany. 
Motivated by his family’s history, Jens developed a lifelong 
fascination with Germany’s history of the 20th century. (p. 41) 
William Andrews is a graduate of Yale University, with a bachelor’s 
in English and a master’s in social policy and school administration 
from Northwestern University (IL). He taught English and creative 
writing in independent prep schools in St. Louis, Chicago, and 
New Orleans. He recently published his first novel, “Mikey and Me.” 
wandreb2@comcast.net (p. 55) 
Robert Bahm is a retired clinical psychologist who has always  
had a passion for astrophysics and cosmology, and loves sharing 
the excitement and awe of this material. He has previously  
taught similar material at OLLI in Portland, (ME) as well as 

“The History & Mystery of Quantum Mechanics” at OLLI at  
Ringling College. (p. 51) 
Simona Bai received a teacher’s diploma and a bachelor’s in 
education in Italy where she taught school for 17 years and  
was a teachers’ supervisor for six years. She lived in Thailand for 
four years where she taught Italian as a second language to  
English speakers. (p. 45) 
Alex Beavers has a doctorate in electrical engineering and an 
MBA. He is a veteran high-technology executive, entrepreneur, 
and author of 25 papers and two books. His board memberships 
include Ringling College of Art and Design, Chai Energy, and Palma 
Sola Consulting. His executive and entrepreneurial experience 
includes Stanford Research Institute, Schlumberger, GE, Thomson 
Industries, and three high-tech ventures. (pp. 17, 36, 51, 53, 54) 
Didier Bégat worked for Cargill in sales and marketing and 
was CEO of a chemical company in Baton Rouge. He received 
his bachelor’s in finance from a French business school and 
his master’s in human resource education from Louisiana State 
University. Since retiring, he has pursued his interest in  
computers, focusing on training and troubleshooting. (p. 17, 54)  
Mike Beltzman graduated from Wayne State University (MI). 
For 17 years, he was a manager with Mobil Chemical in Rochester, 
NY. After leaving Mobil, he developed his own company,  
working with small businesses. Now retired, he leads film 
discussion classes for Wayne State University’s Society  
of Active Retirees program as well as for OLLI at Ringling College. 
mikebeltzman@comcast.net. (p. 35)

Charles Bradt has been studying and teaching meditation, yoga, 
and stress transformation for over 20 years. His mindful meditation 
practice is based on the stress transformation program popularized 
by Jon Kabat-Zinn at the University of Massachusetts Medical 
School. He has offered retreats, workshops, and courses in upstate 
New York, South Carolina, and Florida. (pp. 40, 58) 
Monroe Brett holds a bachelor’s in history and a master’s in 
secondary social studies education from George Washington 
University (DC). He taught U.S. history, world studies, and 
advanced placement economics at Eleanor Roosevelt High School 
in Beltsville (MD), where he was selected as the school’s best 
teacher in 2001. (pp. 41, 42, 57) 
Barry Bub, a native of South Africa, has worked as a physician, 
Gestalt psychotherapist, chaplain, author, educator, and 
professional mentor. His talks and experiential workshops are 
offered to wide ranging audiences. He serves on the adjunct faculty 
of Temple University Medical School, and his current passions 
include art, photography, and storytelling. (p. 33) 
Phillip Buck has taught literature at California State University,  
the University of Colorado (Boulder), Regis University (Denver), 
and Pierian Spring Academy. He was academic dean at Front 
Range College (CO) from 1987 to 2004. His present area of 
research is realism and naturalism in American literature. (p. 46) 
Robert Cassway is an award-winning architect who has taught at 
the University of Michigan and Temple University (PA) and was a 
visiting lecturer at the University of Pennsylvania. He has won local, 
state, and national awards, and has designed projects throughout 
the U.S., the Bahamas, and Britain. (p. 33) 
Paul Chassy has a doctorate in sociology and a J.D. degree.  
He was a professor of law and sociology; is retired from the U.S. 
Department of Justice, and taught at Johns Hopkins University 
(MD) for 15 years. During his spare time, he plays the bassoon in 
chamber groups and enjoys competitive bridge. (p. 37) 
Gail Condrick is an award-winning script writer, news personality, 
and frequent contributor to Natural Awakenings magazine. She 
has a degree in mass communications from the University of South 
Florida and is the retired director of Fairfax County (VA) Cable 
Television. Gail helps women empower their lives through wellness 
programs and has offered workshops at both Selby Gardens and 
the Florida Creativity Conference in Sarasota. (pp. 40, 55) 
Albert H. Cohen has worked as a classical music critic for more 
than 42 years (20 for Gannett newspaper in New Jersey). 
In Florida, he has written for the Sarasota Herald-Tribune,  
Orlando Sentinel, Tampa Bay Times and Pro-Opera magazine.  
He was managing director of the Music Critics Association of  
North America for 13 years. (p. 48) 
Herbert Cohen is a psychologist and marriage and family therapist. 
He taught at New York University and the State University of 
New York (Purchase). He received his doctorate from Columbia 
University (NY) and is the author of “Snap Out of It,” a book 
dealing with stress, addictions, and anxiety. (p. 50) 
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Bill Cotter, Harvard Law School, was president and professor of 
Constitutional Law at Colby College (ME) for 21 years. He previously 
was president of the Africa-America Institute, Ford Foundation 
Representative for Colombia and Venezuela, White House Fellow, 

“Crown Counsel” Nigeria, an associate at a Wall Street law firm, a 
law clerk, and a federal judge. (p. 36) 
Steven Derfler has a bachelor’s in anthropology/archaeology/
Jewish studies from the University of Minnesota and Tel Aviv 
University, and a doctorate in classics and archaeology from the 
University of Minnesota. He has been researching and teaching 
about ancient civilizations for more than 40 years. A recently 
retired professor, he is the director of Educational Resources, Inc.,  
a consulting firm. (pp. 44, 57, 58) 
Lawrence DeMilner is a retired economist who spent most of his 
career with the International Monetary Fund. He has degrees in 
Russian and economics and has also taught courses at Downeast 
Senior College (ME). (p. 47) 
Joanne Desmond, a graduate of Northwestern University and 
published author, travels annually to Italy. Drawing on her skills 
as an award-winning TV news reporter and anchor in Boston, 
she brings you a straightforward and entertaining report on 
the realities and delights of visiting three great Italian cities. 
jdesmond33@aol.com (p. 55) 
Tom Dietrich worked at Caterpillar for 43 years in management 
positions. He received a bachelor’s in industrial engineering from 
Millikin University (IL) and an MBA from Case Western Reserve 
(OH). Tom taught management training programs in Caterpillar U. 
He was on staff in Caterpillar U. when it was named best Corporate 
U. in the U.S. by ASTD. wtdiet1944@yahoo.com (p. 36) 
David Eisner, Psy.D., NCPsyA, is a Modern Freudian psychoanalyst. 
He encourages participants to explore and integrate the gifts 
of art, music, literature, cinema, and psychology into a deeper 
appreciation of self, soul, and perspective on the complexities of 
everyday life. (p. 50) 
Henry Ettman has taught adult education jazz courses in Florida 
since 2004. As a jazz drummer who studied under Max Roach, 
Oscar Peterson, Dizzy Gillespie, and others, and as a university 
educator, he has extensive experience in jazz management  
and booking, jazz education, and research. He is currently  
working with the national Jazz Education Network.   
ettman3865@comcast.net (p. 48) 
Maurice Finkelstein received his education at Wesleyan University 
(CT) and Harvard Law School (MA). He worked as an attorney for 
Health, Education, and Welfare, Office of Enforcement Operations, 
and Housing and Urban Development. He opened a travel 
agency, perhaps the first in the country, with a racially integrated 
ownership and staff. In his retirement, Maurice lectures weekly on 
current events at a senior residence in Maryland. (p. 36)

Alan Freedman, a communications and public affairs professional 
with a degree in journalism from Boston University, has taught 
nearly 400 OLLI at Ringling College students how to use their 
iPhones with skill and confidence. He has an abiding interest 
in furthering others’ ability to get all they can out of today’s 
electronic devices. (pp, 17, 53, 54)  
Louise Gallagher is a certified life coach who retired from a  
25-year psychotherapy practice in Modesto, CA. She has a  
master’s in counseling from Cal State Fullerton and attended
the University of Southern California and the University of  
the Pacific for doctoral work. (p. 40) 
Richard Gelpke has a doctorate in law and policy from 
Northeastern University (Boston). He worked in the department  
of geography and earth science at the University of Massachusetts 
for more than 20 years. His areas of interest are historical and 
physical geography, environmental issues, and mapping. (p. 51) 
Stephen Gillum has practiced meditation for more than 35 years. 
He spent time studying in India, including three years living in an 
ashram. His mentors were leading authorities in the field of mantra 
and meditation. Stephen practices his non-theistic style that fuses 
Eckhart Tolle and Zen and focuses on relaxing and observing  
the mind. (p. 39) 
Gene H. Ginsberg, F.A.C.P., is board certified in both geriatric 
and internal medicine. He earned his bachelor’s from Muhlenberg 
College (PA), and his M.D. from Jefferson Medical College of 
Thomas Jefferson University (PA). In addition to caring for  
patients, he taught medical and pre-med students, interns,  
and residents. (pp. 45, 59) 
Mark Gladstone was an assistant professor and film lecturer 
at Upsala College (NJ), a film programmer and lecturer, and is 
the author of books and numerous articles on film. He holds a 
bachelor’s in fine arts from New York University’s Institute  
of Film and Television, a master’s in communications and  
technology from New York University, and a master’s in  
library science from Rutgers (NJ). (p. 35) 
Alan Grindal is a neurologist, a consultant at the Memory  
Disorder Clinic at Sarasota Memorial Hospital, and is on the clinical 
faculty of Florida State University Medical School. He has taught 
numerous courses at OLLI at Ringling College on brain science 
and history. (pp. 41, 52, 56) 
Garry Grossman is a professor of law, an attorney, and a former 
software developer. His formal training in facilitating and public 
speaking make him a popular and engaging teacher and  
discussion leader. grossmangs@gmail.com (p. 55)  
L. Davis Hammond studied French and Italian at Harvard  
and has a doctorate in Romance languages. Davis taught at 
Brandeis University (MA) and Dartmouth College (NH) for  
a decade and later taught Italian literature at Phillips  
Exeter Academy (NH). (p. 46)
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Helga Harris graduated from Pratt Institute and worked as a 
fashion designer for more than 40 years in New York City.  
Now, writing is her first love. She is the author of “Dear Helga,” 

“Dear Ruth,” “We Were There,” “There’s a Witch In My Room,” 
and “Nothing Is Forever,” as well as short fiction and numerous 
newspaper and magazine articles. hh7@aol.com (p. 55) 
Harriet Hendel taught children with learning disabilities for  
30 years. Harriet has been a mentor in Sarasota for 14 years.  
She is on the Board of Directors of The Innocence Project  
of Florida. In her spare time, she visits and writes to people  
in prison. hendels2@aol.com (p. 37) 
Velva Lee Heraty is an internationally recognized expert on  
dreams. She has master’s in social work from Loyola University (IL) 
and her depth-psychotherapist certification from the C. G. Jung 
Institute (IL). She is a seasoned trainer and the author of   

“The Dream Belongs to the Dreamer.” (p. 50)  
Craig Hill is a Certified Financial Planner® practitioner with more 
than 20 years’ experience in the industry. Craig most recently 
worked for Charles Schwab where he managed and ran the 
Sarasota and Venice offices. He is a graduate of Texas Tech 
University with a bachelor’s in personal financial planning. (p. 38)  
Houston Hill is a native San Franciscan and a graduate of Bard
College (NY). He was a Wall Street bond trader for 24 years with
Wells Fargo (SF) and Oppenheimer (NYC) and has been a lifelong
participant in the financial markets. (p. 42) 
Martha Hill, a graduate of Bard College (NY) and Monmouth 
University (NJ), loves books and teaching. Students will receive  
in-depth background information followed by discussion, and 
analysis of the works read. Martha’s joy in teaching comes  
from the mutual enjoyment and sharing of wonderful books. 
onemittywon@gmail.com (p. 47) 
Christopher Hird is from London, England and trained at  
The Royal Ballet School. Having danced professionally, he  
became a dance educator and now is Director of Education  
for the Sarasota Ballet. (p. 34) 
DaVid Pineda-Huezo is a cellist and chamber musician, recording 
artist, lecturer, instrument restorer, and teacher. He is a co-founder 
of the Atlanta Chamber Orchestra where he and his wife performed 
at the Woodruff Arts Center. In his native Honduras, he attended 
the celebrated Victoriano Lopez Conservatory of Music where he 
earned a diploma in performance and string pedagogy. (pp. 49, 57) 
Alfred Jones loves teaching history and sailing on ocean liners.  
Al has offered 23 courses at the OLLI at Ringling College and 
crossed the Atlantic 16 times on various ships, including the 
fabulous Queen Mary 2. (p. 42)  
Karin Jones, ASID, lived in Savannah, (GA) from 1978 to 1998.
She graduated summa cum laude from the Savannah College of  
Art and Design, renovated and managed a Designer Showcase 
House, served on the board of the Historic Savannah Foundation 
and founded a successful commercial design firm, employing
12 designers. (p. 42)

Joe Kerata taught advanced biology in northeast Ohio for 30 
years. He earned degrees at Ohio State University, Cleveland State 
University, and is a Princeton University Woodrow Wilson Fellow in 
bioethics. He has traveled and studied in Kenya, Peru, Costa Rica, and 
the Galapagos Islands. (pp. 52. 56, 58) 
David Klain is a graduate of Indiana University Medical School. He 
worked as a neonatologist at Doctors Medical Center in Modesto 
(CA), and developed the nurse practitioner program for the NICU. 
David recently became a certified professional coach. (p. 40) 
Susanne Konicov graduated from Aquinas College in Grand  
Rapids (MI) with a bachelor’s degree in English. She has taught 
Hebrew, part-time, for more than 40 years at synagogues in  
several states. She also prepares children and adults for their bar  
and bat mitzvah ceremonies. She currently teaches at Temple Beth  
El in Bradenton. (p. 45) 
Andre Krauss is a research fellow at the Institute of Sociology at the 
Romanian Academy (Bucharest) and holds doctorates in the history 
of art (University of Gothenburg, Sweden) and in social psychology 
(University of Bucharest, Romania). He is a published art historian 
and media psychologist. (pp. 34, 35) 
Susan M. Larson has a master’s in Education from the University  
of Miami and is a nationally-certified Career Counselor.  
She specializes in life planning, reinvention, and transition  
for adults 50-plus and provides resources and support for  
optimal aging. Susan is a presenter for Special Studies  
and Road Scholar programs at Chautauqua Institution (NY).  
Susan@openthedoor-future.com (p. 40) 
Bob Latessa is a graduate of Harvard University with a degree  
in government. He is a financial advisor with Morgan Stanley  
Wealth Management. Bob is a native of Bradenton and the  
head wrestling coach at St. Stephen’s Episcopal School  
also in Bradenton. (pp. 38, 59) 
Judith Levine has photographed the art of Tibet, West Africa, Egypt, 
and Indonesia. She creates limited-edition jewelry and owns Phoenix 
Art Workshops. She has bachelor’s in art and art education and a 
master’s in visual arts from Montclair State University (NJ), where 
she was on the art education faculty. (p. 33) 
Bud Livingston is a past president of the Civil War Round Table 
of New York. He has lectured on the Civil War, baseball, Sherlock 
Holmes, and other topics for the past 20 years. He has a bachelor’s 
degree in English from Brooklyn College (NY) and a master’s in 
history from Queens College (NY). (p. 43) 
Jim Livingston received degrees in applied science from Cornell (NY) 
and Harvard and was a research physicist for General Electric for 
many years, after which he taught materials science at Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. He has lectured on space exploration, often 
to OLLI audiences, in the Boston area, and his writings on the topic 
appear on his website jamesdlivingston.net. (p. 51) 
Ronni Loundy graduated from Ohio State University with a degree 
in mathematics; she continued her graduate work in software 
development at Wright State University (OH). She is a former college 
software development instructor who then went on to form her own 
company which provided custom software and hardware support. 
Presently she provides technical support for Windows and  
Android products. (pp. 17, 54) 

A B O U T  O U R  O L L I  I N S T R U C T O R S



64 OLLI at Ringling College     |    1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Building #1     |    Sarasota, FL 34237

Joanne Martin has worked as a counselor, educator, facilitator,  
and trainer in industry, higher education, and private practice.  
Her credentials include a bachelor’s in English from the University 
of Windsor (Ontario, CA), a master’s in developing human 
resources from the University of Toronto (CA), and a Graduate 
Diploma in Counseling from Australian College of Applied 
Psychology (Brisbane, AU). She is also a Certified Journal 
Facilitator with the Therapeutic Writing Institute. (p. 46) 
Peter Mermin has a bachelor’s in philosophy from Antioch College 
(OH), a master’s in psychology from the New School for Social 
Research (NY), and a doctorate in psychology from Union Institute 
(OH). He taught at Southampton College and Suffolk Community 
College on Long Island for 34 years. He actively promotes 
humanistic and spiritual values. (p. 37) 
Jack Merriam grew up in Florida and received his bachelor’s  
and master’s degrees in natural science from the University of  
South Florida. He is the immediate past chair of the Citizen’s
Advisory Committee of the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program  
and is currently on the boards of Sarasota Bay Foundation  
and Suncoast Waterkeeper. (p. 52) 
Michael McClelland received his bachelor’s degree from the 
Peabody Conservatory (MD). He has held teaching appointments 
at the University of Illinois and Lynn University (FL). His orchestral 
positions include The Baltimore Symphony, The Baltimore Opera, 
and the Florida Philharmonic. He has been a member of the 
Sarasota Orchestra since 2004. (p. 48)  
Stuart McDougal received his bachelor’s degree from Haverford 
College (PA) and his doctorate from the University of Pennsylvania. 
For many years he chaired the Department of Comparative 
Literature at the University of Michigan, where he also taught 
English literature and film. He has published five books on literary 
and cinematic topics. (p. 46) 
Ronni Miller is a playwright, novelist, and short story writer.  
She is the founder and director of Write It Out, an expressive 
writing program for individuals of all ages. Ronni has a  
bachelor’s in English from Boston University and has won  
awards for her fiction. (p. 47, 55) 
Harry Miedema was saxophonist and music director over his 23 
years with the O’Jays. Later, he was director of Jazz Studies at the 
University of Indianapolis, where he instituted an undergraduate 
degree in that subject. Harry retired as Professor Emeritus in 
2014. He holds a master’s in saxophone performance from Indiana 
University (Bloomington). harrymsax@gmail.com (p. 49) 
Tony Moon spent 55 successful years in the music business  
as an artist, agent, songwriter, producer and publisher.  
Moving to Nashville, he became guitarist and conductor for  
Brenda Lee. He has won awards, with songs released by  
well-known artists. Tony currently administers an entertainment 
company and does music research for Sarasota’s Westcoast  
Black Theatre Troupe. (pp. 42, 43, 48) 

Sandra Moulin is a retired French and humanities teacher from 
Michigan. She received her bachelor’s degree from the University 
of Michigan, her master’s from Wayne State University (MI), and 
did graduate study at the Sorbonne in Paris. She presently spends 
time researching the lives of famous Romantic composers for her 
one-woman show, the “Dramatic Musilogue.” (p. 34) 
George Nickson holds degrees from The Juilliard School (NY) and 
New England Conservatory (MA) and serves on the faculty of the 
Boston University Tanglewood Institute. George was appointed 
principal percussionist of the Sarasota Orchestra in April 2012.  
He has been hailed as “a performer handling his role with ease and 
flair” by The New York Times. (p. 48) 
Sean O’Neil is a member of the Sarasota Orchestra’s violin section 
since 2002. He performs regularly with The Florida Orchestra, the 
Naples Philharmonic, and most of the area’s professional musical 
organizations. Sean has 25 years of private teaching experience 
and is co-founder of the Sarasota Music Conservatory. (p. 48) 
John G. Parks earned a bachelor’s in political science from the 
University of California (Berkeley), a doctorate in religion from  
the Claremont School of Theology (CA), and a doctorate in 
American studies from the University of New Mexico. He taught 
American literature at Miami University in Oxford (OH) for more 
than 35 years. (p. 47) 
Sherry Penney is Professor Emerita at the University of 
Massachusetts (MA) where she was Chancellor for over 12 years. 
She holds a doctorate in American history. She is an author, 
consultant, frequent speaker, leader of focus groups, and is the 
recipient of numerous accolades within the realms of executive 
leadership, women’s rights, and civic progress. (p. 36) 
Maurice Pickard is a retired internist who did his residency at the 
University of Illinois and the University of California San Francisco. 
He was in private practice for 35 years and was a Fellow in Clinical 
Medical Ethics at the University of Chicago. He is currently a 
member of the ethics committee at several medical institutions and 
hosts a medical blog and podcast at ReachMD.com. (p. 39) 
John Rixse was a senior official in both the Intelligence Community 
and the Department of Defense (DoD). He was on the National 
Security Council Staff. At CIA, inter alia, he was responsible for 
current intelligence and served as Executive Secretary. At the 
DoD, he served as the Special Assistant to the Secretary & Deputy 
Secretary of Defense and as Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense 
for Europe & NATO. (pp. 17, 37, 54)  
Jeff Rodgers is director of education for the South Florida Museum 
and director of the Bishop Planetarium. Jeff began work at the 
museum in 2004 after nine years at the American Museum of 
Natural History and Hayden Planetarium in New York City. A 
science communicator, he spends the bulk of his time trying to
demystify the universe and our place in it. (pp. 52, 56) 
Eric Rodriguez, CFP®,  graduated from the University of  
South Florida with a bachelor’s degree in Finance. He is a 
Certified Financial Planner™ and a member of the CFP 
Board of Standards. (pp. 38, 59) 
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Judy Rosemarin, has a master’s in counseling and a master’s in 
social work. She is an executive coach and co-author of  “Becoming 
An Exceptional Executive Coach.” Judy taught at  
New York University and Baruch College (NY) and was the original 
CareerPlus columnist for the New York Post. (p. 39) 
Lauren Rudd, with 40 years of Wall Street experience, is  
president of Rudd International Asset Management. He is a 
syndicated newspaper columnist and recognized public  
speaker. He has a bachelor of science in economics and computer 
science from the University of Maryland and did graduate  
work at Wharton (PA) and University of South Florida. 
Lauren.Rudd@RuddInternational.com (p. 38) 
Theodore Russell is a retired attorney from Chicago with a passion 
for U.S. history. He received his bacherlor’s from Marquette 
University (WI) and his MBA from the University of Chicago and his 
J.D. degree from the Illinois Institute of Technology. (p. 41) 
Jeff Ryder has a bachelor’s degree from Rider College (NJ) and  
is a two-time Emmy Award-winning writer on the soap opera 

“Guiding Light.” He also served as Vice President of Daytime 
Programming, Director of Miniseries, and Director of Casting 
at NBC. He recently retired after 20 years as an instructor and 
associate dean at The University of the Arts in Philadelphia. (p. 35)  
Steve Sandler holds a bachelor’s and a master’s degree 
in astronautics and astrodynamics. He worked as an  
aerospace scientist and was an adjunct professor of applied 
mathematics. Steve held senior business development  
positions at two publicly-traded technology companies.  
He co-founded and was Chairman and CEO of AIT  
Corporation (border-control systems). (p. 52) 
Paul Sarno is a retired trial lawyer. He has taught courses on 
Southeast Asian history and political science at OLLI at Ringling 
College and other locations in Sarasota. In addition to wide-ranging 
readings, his most recent visit to the region was to Thailand and 
Myanmar in 2018. (p. 42) 
Marc Scher is a retired New York City middle school principal.  
He has a bachelor’s in history, a master’s in education from the 
City College of New York and a master’s in school supervision/
administration from Queens College. He has taught calligraphy for  
over 25 years at adult education sites around New York City 
and uses his calligraphic skills to create wedding invitations and 
other projects. (p. 33) 
Allan B. Schwartz has been a professor of medicine at Drexel 
University College of Medicine (Philadelphia) and served as vice 
chair of the Department of Medicine and Clinical Service Chief, 
receiving “Outstanding Clinician” and “Outstanding Teacher” 
awards. He earned his M.D. from Hahnemann Medical College  
(later Drexel University College of Medicine). (pp. 42, 43) 
Barbara Shocket has a bachelor’s in English from the University of 
Texas and a master’s in counseling psychology from the University 
of Miami (FL). (p. 50) 
Jordan Shifrin is a retired attorney. He has degrees in history  
from the University of Illinois and a J.D. degree from John Marshall 
Law School (IL). He is a film buff and devotee of American  
history and culture. His previous classes include “The Great 
American Musical,” “Hitchcock,” “Cowboys and Indians,” and  

“Cops and Robbers.” (pp. 35, 42, 59) 

Laura Smith has degrees in English and Theatre from the University 
of California, New York University, and the University of Michigan. She 
was the Education Director of the Asolo Theatre Company, taught 
classes in theatre at the Ringling College of Art and Design, and has 
acted in numerous productions. (p. 34) 
Bonnie Garvey Spadafora has supervised the care of patients at 
Sarasota Memorial Hospital (SMH). She was a clinical instructor and 
charge nurse at SMH and a nursing professor at Manatee Community 
College (now State College of Florida). She graduated from nursing 
school in Pittsburgh and earned a bachelor’s in nursing and a 
master’s in public health at the University of South Florida. (p. 39) 
Charles Sprandel has a bachelor’s in history and political science 
from Albion College (MI) and a master’s in Japanese studies and 
comparative education from the University of Michigan. He taught 
Philosophy of Education at the University of Toledo (OH) and was an 
administrator and teacher for 29 years at Maumee Valley Country Day 
School (OH). (p. 47) 
Susan Spector has a bachelor’s in education, a master’s in Jewish 
studies, and has spent her life as a Jewish educator and community 
volunteer. She was the director of Akron Jewish High School, a 
faculty member of Akron Melton Adult Mini-School, and Kent State 
University (OH). She has presented Jewish ethics workshops in 
Sarasota, Akron, Ohio, and Chautauqua Institute (NY). (p. 49) 
Rick Steinmann is a retired criminal justice professor with a long-
term interest in wrongful convictions. He has taught several seminars 
on the topic, including to undergraduates at the University of South 
Florida. He earned a bachelor’s in sociology, a master’s in criminal 
justice, and has a J.D. degree. ricksteinmann@sbcglobal.net (p. 37) 
Diane Browne-Sterdt earned a bachelor’s in psychology from Temple 
University (PA) and a master’s in clinical educational psychology at 
the University of Rhode Island. After spending 34 years as a school 
psychologist, Diane taught a short story course at the Center for 
Lifetime Studies at Marist College (NY) for 11 years. (p. 46) 
Mark Stuart has a bachelor’s from Long Island University and  
a master’s in counseling and psychological services from  
Springfield College (MA). A former teacher and businessman 
specializing in retirement planning, his experience prompted  
a keen interest in personality types and led him to study the 
Enneagram system. (p. 50) 
Regan Teague received a bachelor’s at Ashland University (OH) and 
is pursuing his Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) designation. (p. 38) 
Robert Brent Toplin was a professor of history at Denison  
University (OH) and the University of North Carolina (Wilmington). 
Recently he has taught courses at the University of Virginia.  
He has published 11 books and more than a hundred articles about 
American history. (pp. 45, 58) 
Betsy Traba holds a master’s in flute from the Manhattan School 
of Music in New York. She is an active teacher working locally with 
flutists of all ages. Betsy is former principal flutist of the Hofer 
Symphoniker in Hof, Germany. She has been the principal flutist  
with the Sarasota Orchestra since 1993. (p. 48) 
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James Vartuli received his doctorate in physical chemistry in 1973. 
He spent 31 years as a corporate researcher in the area of porous 
materials for catalytic and sorption uses. He and his wife (a former 
school teacher) enjoy the snowbird life spending half their time in 

Bradenton and the other half near Philadelphia. (p. 56) 
Justin Vibbard has worked as librarian for Joffrey Ballet, Santa Fe 
Opera, Mostly Mozart Music Festival (Lincoln Center), Britt Classical 
Festival, Metropolitan Opera, Columbia University, and Aspen Music 
Festival. Justin is Principal Librarian for the Sarasota Orchestra and 
Librarian and Faculty for Sarasota Music Festival. (p. 48) 
Ernest “Doc” Werlin has taught courses and lectured in finance 
and history for over 20 years. He currently writes a biweekly 
business column for the Sarasota Herald-Tribune. He spent 35 years 
working on Wall Street in a number of executive positions. He has 
a bachelor’s degree from the University of Texas, a master’s in 
economics and an MBA from the University of Michigan, and later 
did postgraduate research at Oxford University (UK). (p. 41) 
David G. Wilkins retired from The Dow Chemical Co., in March  
2014, after 25 years as a lawyer and human resources leader.  
He holds a bachelor’s magna cum laude from Illinois Wesleyan 
University (IL) and a J.D. degree from the University of Illinois 
School of Law.. (p. 41) 

Jack Winberg played cello with the Minneapolis Symphony, then 
attended college, earning degrees in medicine and microbiology. 
He is an active chamber music cellist, an award-winning 
photographer, and an experienced instructor in both music and 
digital imaging. (p. 33) 
Robert Yamartino received a doctorate in experimental elementary 
particle physics at Stanford University (CA) and taught physics 
at various levels at Stanford and Purdue universities. At Argonne 
National Laboratory, he shifted his emphasis to environmental 
physics and has since consulted and lectured worldwide on various 
environmentally relevant problems and their solutions. (p. 51) 
Gayle Yaverbaum is Professor Emerita at Pennsylvania State 
University. She was the director of information technology 
programs at Penn State (Harrisburg) and an information 
technology teacher for more than 25 years. She has a  
bachelor’s in business from Penn State and her master’s 
and doctorate in computer science from Temple University (PA). 
gjy1@psu.edu. (pp 17, 53, 54) 
Stan Zimmerman is a longtime news reporter and recreational 
sailor. He has awards from the National Press Club, the U.S. Naval 
Institute, the Society of Professional Journalists, and the Florida 
Press Association. He is the author of four nonfiction books. (p. 42)
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS  
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Ringling College is grateful to have generous, consistent donors.  
It is their extra financial support that allows us to offer an affordable and outstanding program.  
Donations are always appreciated.

SUMMA CUM LAUDE DONORS: $1,500 OR MORE 
Marcos Carvajal-Cuba ~ Celia Cohen ~ Ron Cohen ~ Day Hagan Asset Management ~ Shirley Foss ~ Beverly Harms

Thomas Landers ~ Sam & Susan Samelson ~ Zuheir & Susan Sofia ~ World Class Cruise

COLLEGE HONORS DONORS: $100 - $499 
Francine Achbar ~ Sanchia Adye ~ Charles Albers ~ Andrea Andrus & Margaret Shaw ~ Alan Bandler 

Richard Belle & Marie Pogozelski ~ David & Janis Blackman ~ Ann Bohlander ~ Robert & Claudia Bolcik ~ Gilbert Bosse 

Douglas & Janine Cohen ~ Janis Cohen ~ Phyllis Collins ~ Julie Cotton ~ Vincent DeLisi ~ Brian & Victoria Eckl ~ Millie Finkel 

Alan & Holly Freedman ~ Martin Fried ~ Jerry & Joelle Hamovit ~ Myron Harvey ~ Karen Hoovler ~ Rosalind Hopp 

Irwin & Arlene Horowitz ~ Anthony Joseph ~ Robert Kendal ~ Joseph Kerata ~ Peter Kimble & Elizabeth Hughes-Gunn 

Dale & Barbara Kowalyk ~ Andre Krauss & Bette Zaret ~ Eugene Kusekoski ~ Paul Laub ~ Herbert & Francine Lippitz 

Thomas & Betsy Little ~ Jeff & Debbie Mackler ~ Thomas MacDonald ~ Anthony & Bonnie Moon ~ Andrea Nierenberg

John Olivo ~ Peter & Linda Pichetti ~ Kenneth Pierce ~ Kimberly Proctor ~ Jay & Marion Richter ~ Gabriel Rosica 

Steve & Joyce Sandler ~ Paul & Anita Sarno ~ Werner & Virginia Schuele ~ Jim Shea ~ Jerome & Helen Spindler 

Eric & Adele Steinberg ~ Hobart & Janis Swan ~ Patsy Taylor ~ Paul Tschirhart ~ Maria Tuccio ~ Ernestine Van Schaik 

John Warren ~ Karen Wehner ~ Gisela Weinland ~ Ernest Werlin ~ Jack Winberg & Judith Levine ~ Mary Winckler 

Robert Yamartino ~ Newell & Mary Yaple ~ Gayle Yaverbaum

MAGNA CUM LAUDE DONORS: $1,000 - $1,499 
Carter & Carol Fox ~ Josephine Hennelly ~ Daniel Idzik & Kathleen Osborne

Nathan & Winifred Miller ~ Janna Overstreet ~ Joanne Swick

CUM LAUDE DONORS: $500 - $999 
Donna Boron ~ Robert Garvey ~ Alan & Beth Grindal ~ William Hatz ~ David & Louise Klain ~ Kathleen Lorenz ~ Bernie Mindell

Premier World Discovery ~ John & Terry Rixse ~ Jeff Ryder ~ Charles & Lorraine Stryker ~ Jack & Adrea Sukin ~ Susan Talarico

Al & Fran Tripodi ~ Barry & Ann Waldman

We Also Wish To Thank Our Donors Who Gave Gifts Of Under $100 That Total: $5,393
Every Gift Counts! 

4 Donors gave $75 and up

39 Donors gave $50 to $74

45 Donors gave $25 to $49

114 Donors gave $10 to $24

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  D O N O R S



WINTER 2019

1050 SOUTH TUTTLE AVENUE 

BUILDING #1 

SARASOTA, FL 34237

Directions to OLLI at Ringling College 
1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Building # 1 
Sarasota, FL 34237 
 
From I-75: Take I-75 to Fruitville Road (Exit 210).  
Go west on Fruitville Road for approximately  
4 miles to S. Tuttle Ave. Turn left onto S. Tuttle 
Ave. In approximately 1 mile. Turn right onto Bahia 
Vista Street, then turn right onto S. Briggs Avenue. 
Building #1 and the parking area will be to your left. 
 
Driving from Sarasota north toward Bradenton on  
US 41: Turn off of US 41 onto Bahia Vista Street,  
and continue east for approximately 2 miles. Just 
after the intersection of S. Euclid Avenue, turn left 
onto S. Briggs Avenue. Building #1 and the parking 
area will be to your left. 
 
Driving from Bradenton south toward Sarasota on 
US 41 or Route 301: Turn left onto Fruitville Road, 
and continue east on Fruitville Road to S. Tuttle Ave. 
Turn right onto S. Tuttle Avenue. In approximately 
1 mile, turn right onto Bahia Vista Street, then turn 
right onto S. Briggs Avenue. Building #1 and the 
parking area will be to your left. 
 
If you need further assistance, call the  
OLLI office at 941-309-5111.
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