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S P E C I A L  T R AV E L  S E C T I O N :  S I C I LY

OLLI ADVENTURES: SICILY, JUNE 22-29, 2019

PROGRAM INCLUSIONS:  
• Standard Room: $3,900 per person (double occupancy required); 

standard single supplement $850*
• Premium Villa Suite: $4,350 per person (double occupancy required); 

premium single supplement $1,250*
• All ground transportation in air-conditioned bus 

(transfer to and from Catania)
• Seven nights at the Villas of Imbastita www.casaimbastita.it 
• Seven breakfasts
• Seven chef-prepared dinners
• Villa party with live entertainment
• Admission to all sites and parks on the itinerary
• Bilingual Italian tour guide
• Experienced tour leader traveling with the group
• Orientation program at the villa  

NOT INCLUDED: 
• Roundtrip airfare to Catania (approx. $1,500). 

Airfare tickets must be purchased individually.                           
• One wine tour lunch and five tour day lunches
• Optional free-day services or excursions  
• Tips for drivers, Italian tour guide, and servers
• Gratuities for luggage handlers and hotel staff
• Pre- and post-travel planning expenses

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling College presents 

SICILY — ERUPTING WITH CULTURE TOUR

TOUR DATES 
June 22-29, 2019 
 
PROGRAM COST
$3,900 per person standard double; 
$850* standard single  
$4,350 per person premium double; 
$1,250* premium single 

OVERVIEW: Join Italian Culinary Tours (ICT) for an eight-day magical adventure to Sicily — the region of Italy with the most UNESCO World Heritage sites. 
Our mission is to introduce our guests to the cuisine and culture of Sicily which is more complex, thanks to contributions from its multi-ethnic makeup. We 
have planned experiences that will give guests a deep understanding of the diverse fabric of this beautiful and exciting island!

Each morning starts at a relaxing pace with breakfast at the villa before the tours and activities begin. Each night personal chefs will prepare a dinner that 
characterizes the soul of the villa and of Sicilian cuisine — elegantly served under the Mediterranean sky. 

Guests will relax in the Sicilian countryside at the charming Villas of Imbastita. Premium villa suites are located in the Casa Imbastita, a rural house carefully 
restored with private one and two bedrooms. Standard rooms are located in Villa La Fornace, designed to ensure the privacy of individual guests and 
facilitate the meeting and sharing in common living areas.

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION - FEB. 15, 2019

PAYMENT OPTIONS  
Check, credit card, or 3.9% PayPal processing fee.

REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT DUE DATES 
1st deposit: 50% (per person) due at booking  
(signing of tour agreement)
Final payment: 50% (per person) due 90 days before tour date  
start. Trip interruption and cancellation insurance available for 
additional purchase.

CANCELLATION POLICY (Fees Apply): 
90 or more days: $250, plus the costs of any non-refundable hotel or ground 
transportation tickets already purchased by ICT for the guest. 
89 – 60 days: $150, plus 75% of guest’s share of total tour cost, plus the costs 
of any nonrefundable hotel or ground transportation tickets already purchased 
by ICT for the guest and not covered by the other cancellation charges. 
59 – 1 day: 100% of guest’s share of total tour cost.

ALL CANCELLATIONS MUST BE IN WRITING: Send via email to  
contact@italianculinarytour.com or mail to

Italian Culinary Tours, Attn: Robert Gaglio
P.O. Box 374, Anna Maria, FL 34216  

Cancellations become effective on the date received by Italian Culinary Tours.

INFORMATION SESSION WITH ROBERT GAGLIO
DATE: Tuesday, Feb. 12
TIME: 2:30-3:30 pm   •   1050 S. Tuttle Ave., Bldg., #1
To register for the free session, call 941-309-5111 

ROBERT GAGLIO, GUEST FACULTY  
Robert Gaglio spent 25 years in banking and wealth management before he 
decided to pursue his passion for Italian cooking and his culture. As a result,  
he created Italian Culinary Tours, a specialty travel company that creates unique 
culinary tours in the diverse regions of Italy. Over the years, Chef Robert has 
traveled to various Italian regions to discover true Italian cooking and has 
researched the rich culinary history of Italy to share through his cooking with clients 
and guests. Chef Robert’s innovative events company called Ciao Bella Productions 
specializes in thespian dining experiences served and performed in your home.

*Note: There are a limited number of single supplements available. All reservations are subject to availability. Rates are subject to change until reservations are booked and confirmed.
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DAY 1: ARRIVE IN SCICLI 
Transfer by private transportation to Casa Imbastita, an old farmhouse with 
splendid panoramic views of the city, the sea, and hillsides where almond, 
olive, and carob trees surround the property. 

Relax before enjoying dinner at the villa. 

DAY 2: DAY TRIP TO MODICA 
Modica is custodian to a 400-year-old tradition of Sicilian chocolate-making. 
A guided tour of Modica includes a visit to Antica Dolceria Bonajuto 
(chocolate factory) for a demonstration in chocolate making followed  
by a stop to the Museo del Cioccolato. Lunch will be on your own at a  
local restaurant.  

After lunch, we transfer to Ragusa Ibla. This sloping area of tangled 
alleyways, grey stone houses, and Baroque palazzi on handsome squares is 
effectively Ragusa’s historic center. 

DAY 3: WINERY TOURS  
We journey to the countryside to take in a few of southern Sicily’s  
finest wineries. Our first stop is to COS Vittoria where we sample  
Cerasuolo di Vittoria.

The next stop is to Gulfi to sample its award-winning organic wines;  
followed by lunch at Locanda Gulfi where guests will experience a  
journey through the flavors of Sicily. 

DAY 4: TOUR OF SYRACUSE  
More than any other city, Syracuse encapsulates Sicily’s timeless beauty. 
Ancient Greek ruins rise out of lush citrus orchards, café tables spill onto 
dazzling Baroque piazzas, and honey-hued medieval lanes lead down  
to the sparkling blue sea. 

Other stops include Parco Archeologico della Neapolis, one of Sicily’s 
greatest archaeological sites, and Ortygia, the city’s most beautiful corner, a 
casually chic, eclectic marvel with an ever-growing legion of fans. Lunch on 
your own. 

After lunch comes a guided tour of Noto, an architectural supermodel, so 
gorgeous you might mistake it for a film set. The town is home to one of 
Sicily’s most beautiful historic centers. The pièce de résistance is Corso 
Vittorio Emanuele, an elegant walkway flanked by thrilling baroque palazzi 
and churches. 

DAY 5: LEISURE TIME/TOUR OF SCICLI 
After breakfast, choose one of these options: 
• 8-10 am On-site massage/bodywork. Price will be around 65 euro  

per person.
• 10 am Cooking class with Robert Gaglio and a local chef. 

Later we gather for a guided tour of Scicli, the smallest and most  
laid-back of the region’s four main Baroque cities. Its main street is a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, and its unobtrusive Palazzo Beneventano 
was described by British art historian (and spy) Anthony Blunt as  
“Sicily’s most beautiful Baroque palace”; it certainly has some of the  
most bizarre gargoyles. Lunch will be on your own at a local restaurant.

Return to the villa; enjoy refreshments and a walk on the beach.

DAY 6: TOUR GLI AROMI 
Gli Aromi herbs and spice samples provided.

Lunch at Sgarlata, a local organic farm and cheese producer,  
where we will see how ricotta cheese is produced. Leisure time  
to relax before dinner. 

Wind down and enjoy a beautiful multi-course dinner under  
the stars while listening to and dancing to live entertainment.
 
DAY 7: FREE DAY (CHOOSE AN ACTIVITY/TOUR) 
• Villa Romana del Casale, Piazza Armerina: The Villa Romana del Casale 
was built in the first quarter of the 4th century. It contains the richest, 
largest, and most complex collection of Roman mosaics in the world and 
has been designated as one of 49 UNESCO World Heritage Sites in Italy. 
Private driver and tour guide. 

• Catania: Catania has had a long and eventful history, having been 
founded in the 8th century BC. The city has a rich culture and history, 
hosting many museums, restaurants, churches, parks, and theatres. 
Catania is well known for its street food. Private driver and tour guide. 

• Hiking, horseback riding, or a beach excursion.
• Attend a traditional Sicilian cooking class.
• On-site massage/bodywork. 

Leisure time to relax before dinner. 

DAY 8: FAREWELL 
Check out. Breakfast provided at the villa.
Enjoy your private transfer from Scicli to Catania.

ITINERARY
 

A relaxing view from the Villas of Imbastita.          Chefs prepare dinner nightly.              Archaeological site in Syracuse.


