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Photo by Lori Sax, Fall Preview 2026. 

Dear OLLI Members and Friends,  

September reminds us that it’s time for a fresh start. While our leaves may not be changing 
color, we can delight in cooler temperatures—and a new season of possibilities at OLLI. 

With so many opportunities, why not try something new this fall? Step outside your comfort 
zone. Take a class that’s not one of your regulars. Volunteer as a greeter. Start a Shared 
Interest Group. Or consider teaching an OLLI course. 

https://olliringlingcollege.org/


Jancee Dunn, a columnist for The New York Times, recently wrote about the importance of 
social rings in her August 2026 article titled ‟Have You Closed Your 'Social Rings’ This 
Week?” 

‟Research suggests that friendships can improve your heart health, help you handle stress 
and fortify your immune system,” she wrote. 

Fostering a strong community continues to be an essential goal of OLLI. 

Here are just a few ways to connect, learn, and get involved this fall: 

• Connect with others. Attend an OLLI Mingle or try one of our new Dine Around 
gatherings. Both are community-building efforts sponsored by the Membership Committee, 
led by Marilyn Pinsky. 

• Help sustain OLLI. You’ve probably heard about our new membership and fee structure. 
After 10 years without an increase, changes were necessary to help us maintain the quality 
of OLLI’s learning experiences and to keep pace with rising costs. 

• Explore our options. Discover the origins of Sarasota, venture into Florida’s haunted 
history, learn about new plant species developed in the Andes, or explore the lifestyle of a 
nomad 

With so many lectures and programs, there’s plenty to choose from. Register for OLLI 
classes through our website at https://olliringlingcollege.org/member-options-and-
benefit/how-to-register/ 

Dr. Davis Schneiderman, the new president of Ringling College of Art and Design, was 
featured in the August issue of SRQ Magazine. 

Click the link to read the article: https://www.srqmagazine.com/srq-daily/2026-08-
22/30119_Dr-Davis-Schneiderman-A-Welcome-from-Ringling-Colleges-Seventh-
President 

We look forward to seeing Dr. Schneiderman on campus! 

Best, 
Marion Richter, Editor 
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OLLI Mingles Returns on 
October 14 

If it’s fall, it must be time for an OLLI Mingle. 

All members are invited to attend the event on Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, from 1 to 2:30 pm in Room 201. 

Stop by and say hello to fellow students, and enjoy some 
refreshments with cookies. 

The OLLI Membership Committee looks forward to seeing 
you!  

 

  

  
 

 

  

Dine Around... A New OLLI Initiative 

This summer, the Dine Around committee, a subcommittee of the Membership Committee, 
surveyed OLLI members to gauge their appetite for dining out with fellow members. 

The response was overwhelmingly positive. Comments such as these helped shape several 
Dine Around options, including brunch, lunch, and dinner: 

 ‟Fascinating new idea.” 

‟Wonderful idea and well overdue. Love to dine out with new and old friends, explore new 
restaurants and new cuisines.” 

‟I am more interested in meeting new people and having interesting discussions than the 
meal itself.” 

‟I think this is a great idea, especially for single people.” 

Many members also suggested keeping the groups small—six to nine people—to encourage 
conversation and make it easier to get to know one another. 

We’re off to a great start! Five members have agreed to host Dine Around events in October. 

Hosting an event involves choosing the restaurant, making the reservation, and welcoming 
members. As a reminder, members are responsible for paying for their own meals and 
drinks. 

Details about the first Dine Around events will be available soon. 

More hosts are needed for the next round of Dine Around outings. If you would like to learn 
more about becoming a host, contact Marilyn Pinsky, Chair of the Membership 
Committee. marilynp7@gmail.com 

mailto:marilynp7@gmail.com


 

 

  

Know Something. Love Something. Teach Something. 

Have a passion, expertise, or curiosity you’d love to share? Bring it to OLLI! Instructors are 
vital to the success of our program. 

You don’t need formal teaching credentials—just a willingness to share what you know and 
a desire to engage with others. Classes are offered year-round. 

To suggest a class or to get more information about teaching, send an email to 
OLLI@ringling.edu 

In the subject of the email, include: Teach for OLLI. 

  
 

Instructor Spotlight... ALAN FREEDMAN 
 

  

 

 

 

Tom Miller interviewed versatile instructor, Alan Freedman. 
Alan definitely has gone the extra mile in his years at OLLI. 

Tom: Okay, so I'm Tom Miller and I'm talking with Alan 
Freedman, an esteemed member of OLLI and a teacher of 
a number of different courses over the years. Hi, Alan, how 
are you doing? 

Alan: I'm doing well. Thanks, Tom. 

Tom: How long have you been in OLLI and when did you get 
to Sarasota? 
 
Alan: We moved to Sarasota 16 years ago this month. And 
we've been involved with OLLI for 13 years. So almost the 
entire time we've been here. 

 

  

Tom: Did you come to Sarasota right after you retired or did you retire and then come to 
Sarasota? And how did you find OLLI? 

Alan: Yes, I retired three years prior to moving to Sarasota. Holly retired much, much closer 
to the time we moved to Sarasota. 

 

Read the Entire Interview Here 

mailto:OLLI@ringling.edu
https://emma-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/r7fcb/153e111462d2ed57035d927401ba7f7c/Alan_Freedman_Interview.pdf


Click to Listen on YouTube  

  
 

Mark Your Calendars 

• Fall Term: Sept. 28 - Nov. 20, 2026 

• OLLI Mingle: 1 - 2:30 pm on Wednesday, Oct. 14 

• Winter Preview: 1 - 2:30 pm on Friday, Nov. 13   

• Winter Term: Jan. 11 - March 5, 2027 

• Spring Preview: 1 - 2:30 pm on Feb. 19, 2027 

• Susan Samelson Lecture: 5 - 8 pm Feb. 25, 2027 

• Spring Term: March 15 - May 7, 2027 

• OLLI Talks: 4 - 6 pm, March 19, 2027 

• Summer Term: May 17 - July 9, 2027 

 

Shared Experiences 
 

  

These Shared Interest Groups (SIGs) are active and meeting regularly. Remember, you must 
have an OLLI Emerald, Sapphire, Gold, Silver membership to participate in a SIG. For 
meeting dates and times, please contact the facilitators. 

Canasta (Marty Betagole) thatgirl830@gmail.com 
 

Mahjong (Joan Caruso) joancarusoconsulting@gmail.com 

OLLI Dines (Marilyn Pinsky) marilynp7@gmail.com  
 

  

  
 

Support Your OLLI 

Your contribution, at any level, demonstrates your commitment to OLLI at Ringling 
College. All gifts are tax-deductible and go directly to OLLI. You can make an annual gift by 
setting up a monthly, quarterly, or yearly recurring donation. You can even make a donation 
when you register for classes. 

We thank you! 

https://youtu.be/UdBWalDzUjo
mailto:thatgirl830@gmail.com
mailto:joancarusoconsulting@gmail.com
mailto:marilynp7@gmail.com


Donate to OLLI  

  
 

 

  

There’s still time to see these 
wonderful exhibitions: 

 

 

 

 

  

• Something Borrowed, Something New 

• April 19–September 27, 2026 

• Maria A. Guzmán Capron: New Works 

• April 19–September 27, 2026 

• Beautiful Ideas: The Prints of Sol LeWitt 

• May 17–October 25, 2026 

More information is available on the Sarasota Art Museum website at: 
https://www.sarasotaartmuseum.org/exhibitions/ 

The OLLI newsletter staff: Marion Richter (editor), Gary Reinmuth, Anne Perry Moore, Tom Miller, and Meghan 
Burrows (OLLI staff). 

Stay connected with our updates and share yours. Email: marionr44@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

https://rcad.augusoft.net/index.cfm?method=Donation.MakeDonation
https://www.sarasotaartmuseum.org/exhibitions/
mailto:marionr44@gmail.com


 

  
 

 

 

OLLI is located at the Ringling College 
Museum Campus 
1001 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota 34236 
941-309-5111 
www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org  
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Become a Member  
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To view the online version of this Newsletter, 
click here. 
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